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THE PREFACE. 

^T^HE following pages y entitled^ A Syilem 
of Chriftian Theology, are compofed, or 
rather compile dy by the information and in-- 
JiruSiion I received from various authors^ as 
Will antient as modern. The method I took 
in the work was^ by perujing carefully feveral 
books which contained difcourfes oj the fubjeSis 
I was about to treat of\ and after comparing, 
their opinions^ with the articles of the Church, 
and confidering and digejiing them in my own 
mindy 1 then wrote down my fentiments and 
reflexions thereon in the manner they now are,^ 
In imitation of the holy fathers dnd others ^ I 
have concluded mofl of the fubjsSls with an ex^ 
hortation or application. 

Among the antient s I chiefly confulted Juflin 
Martyr y T'ertullian^ St. Cyprian, St. Cyrill, 
St. Jeromy St. Auguflin, St. Chryfoftomy &c. 
and among later writers HieronymuSy Zan- 
chiuSy Bellarminy Phillipi a Limborch^ J. 
BufauSy &c. Among thofe ofourx)wn nation y 
Dr. Jackfon^ Dr. Sherlock^ Pearfon on the 

A 2 Creed, 
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Creeds BiJ}:op Wilkins^ Stillingfleefs Origines 
Sacrce^ Dr. BarroWy Dr. Bently^ Dr. 
Williams y Parfons' s DireStory by Stanhope, &c. 

In this undertaking I have not aimed at 
fublimity of. language y being well aware of my 
own inability ; nor was it my wijh had I even 
been equal to the attempt 3 as I defgned this book 
. principally for fuch of the laity who have not 
the opportu7iity of reading larger and better 
traSls of divinity ; and who perhaps may often 
hear the facred truths of religion {in the belief 
and praBice of which they hope for falvation) 
called in quefion or ridiculed ; and not having 
that particular point fairly and clearly ex- 
plainedy their faith is Jhaken, and they dif- 
qualified. For this reafon, therefore , I have 
undertaken this work, and have attempted to 
handle fome even controverted points of the 
prefent day. Mofi ofthefentiments herein de-- 
liver ed are the infiruSiions and doBrines of 
thofe pious worthies, who, for their learning 
and probity, were filed the fathers of the 
Qhurch, and who living near the apoftolic age 
are more likely to underfiandthe true meaning 
of feveral parts of religion^ than we who think 
ourfelves refined. 
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CHAPTER L 

Of Natural Religion. 

RELIGION or divine worfhip has been 
in every age, and ftill continues to be, 
the primary concern and principal medita- 
tion of the wife and confiderate : impreffcd 
with a fenfe of gratitude and praife for the 
bieffings they enjoy, and anxious for their 
future welfare, they efteem all other things 
to be only of a fecondary and fubordinate 
importance. 

Many and very different have been the 
ways invented by mankind for the difcharge ' 
of this duty ; and thefe not only among the 
unenlightened, where nature was their only 
guide, but even amongft the happier na- 
tions who are blefTed with the revealed wiU 
<rf God. The various and whimfical cere- 
monies * adapted by the Gentiles, are veiy 
€xpreffive of their ignorance of God ; and 

even 
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even the modes of worfhip praftifed by the 
wifer heathens or philofophers, plainly de- 
clare the deficiency of their knowledge in 
divine things . Although they were extolled, 
and that juftly, for their morality and 
the management of civil affairs -, for the 
rules eftablifhed by thofe ftridl obferv'^ers of 
honour and integrity, will always be proper 
examples of imitation ; yet their religious 
inftitutions bear no refemblance to their re- 
nowned wifdom and dexterity in planning 
wholefome laws of temporal government. 
This obfervation convinces us how utterly 
at a lofs mankind are to difcharge that ho- 
mage and adoration to the Deity they deem 
fo incumbent. The rites and ceremonies 
of religion performed and obferved by all 
countries, previous to their knowledge of 
revelation, plainly indicate their earneftnefs 
of devotion : and the fuperb and beautiful 
temples dedicated to their imaginary Gods, 
fhew them to be impreffed with notions 
fuitable to the majefly and excellence of the 
Supreme Being. 

Is it at all wonderful that mankind of their 
own accord : ftiould be led to give praife 
and adoration, when they contemplate the 
mighty works of the vifible creation, and 
obferve the beauteous order 'of nature? 
From a proper obfei*vation of fuch things 
as ftrike the outward fenfes, they are in- 
duced 
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Induced to turn them inwardly, and refleSt 
upon themfelves, or their own being : in 
which a6t they infer that they were not 
placed in this world to do their own plea-*' 
lure, but y/ere fent here for fome higher 
purpofe. Yet it is only the more ferious 
and wifer part of mankind that were excited 
to religious inventions of worihip, from 
the knowledge they attained by oblei-vation 
and experience, or by reafon and argument; 
deducing efFefts from their proper caufes, 
or finding out the caufe by its effe6ts. And 
it is aftonifhing to find in the writings of 
the wifer heathens, their knowledge of the 
immortality of the foul : this notion muft 
proceed either from natural inftinft, or from 
arguments drawn from reafoning, and fe- 
rious confideration. For peoplfe in eveiy 
age, whofe underftandings are darkened by 
attending wholly to the concerns of this 
world, can have but an imperfeft difcern- 
ment df divine things. But indeed fo much 
is the fubjeft above human reach, that the 
wifeft philofophers with all reafoning ftill 
remained unfatisfied. They knew not how, 
br which way, they were to prepare their 
fouls for immortality. Unaided by revela- 
tion, they only found themfelves the more 
liiiferable, the farther their refearches ex- 
tended. One of the greateft of thefe at His 
death cxpreffed himfelf thus : In doubts have 

B I lived 
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riivedj-and in moreanguifh do I die, whither 
I (hall go I know not j therefore thou Being 
of Beings, have mercy on me. Such was the 
confeffion of the great Ariftotle. 

That which concerns God, and heaven, 
dnd heavenly things, was of too fublime a 
nature to be clearly comprehended by unin- 
ftru6i:ed man, in his natural ftate. But if 
the Gentiles could not reft fatisfiied or eafy 
in the neglcft of religious worfhip, a duty 
which they deemed their primary concern ; 
and were zealous in the performance of 
rites which nature prompted them to pay : 
imich more earneft ought Chriftians to be 
in the duties of praife and adoration -, being 
direfted thereto by the exprefs revealed will 
. of God 5 and even in that guided by a clearer 
light than ever was manifefted in former 
revelations • 

there are fprne tHngs which may be 
known by the light of nature, without the 
help of revelation : of this kind is the know- 
ledge of God, vifible to the fenfes of man by 
the works of creation and providence ; and 
from his own inward confcioufiiefs he deems 
religious worfhip abfolutely expedient and 
neceflary : but in what manner he fhould 
perform it, fo as to be acceptable to the 
Deity, is impoflible to be known by the light 
^f nature, without the help of revelation. 

Of 
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of the immortality of the foul he had an 
imperfeft difcernment, but then it was fee* 
ing through a glafs darkly : whereas that ig 
only made certain and evident by the incar- 
nation of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath 
abolifhed death, and brought life and im- 
mortality to Ught through the gofpel. 

Thus mankind by the light of natural 
religion only wandered in error and uncer- 
tainty, deftitute of the chiefeft happinefg 
and greateft good -, as being ignorant of the 
will of God, and of the heavenly life. In 
this ftate the greateft pleafures the world 
afforded, yielded but fmall enjoyment; 
though in full pofleflion of all the conve- 
niences and even the luxuries of life ; yet 
the want of this fpiritual knowledge, and 
the thought that the continuance of his be- 
ing hung in doubt before him, was a great 
allay to the hieheft epicurean fplendor, and 
in a manner mbverlive of all terreftrial de- 
lights; Is it poffible that any one endowed 
with the powers of reafoning can reft fatis- 
fi«l and ealy in the negle6V and omiflion of 
divine worlhip, even if he was not direfted 
thereto by revelation ? Can he partake of 
the bounties of nature, receive the good 
things of this life, enjoy the plealing vicif- 
fitudes of the feafonSj perceive the order of 
nature under the management of an infinite 
power, himfelf fliielded and defended by 
^ •' ^ B2 the 
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the fame invifible providence from manifeflr 
hazards and dangers ? can ^nf confiderate 
perfon reconcile himfelf, and remain happy 
and quiet without making a return of 
praife and thankfgiving ? No, thofe who 
receive the favours of heaven unmindful 
and regardlefs of them, are luch as the pro^ 
ph?t complains of, who confider not. 

Many confidently aiTert, that mankind are 
by nature inclined to worfhip and adoration, 
from this obfervation j that no country or 
people whatever, whether of antient or mo- 
dern (iifcoverie3, were found deftitute of di- 
vine adoration : none but by fome outward 
emblems fhewed their propenfity to this 
duty. Add to this the fenfe which all have 
who think ferioufly of the expediency of 
this duty ; even were they not direfted 
thereto by revelation : and this opinion more 
or lefs predomixiates according to men's ca- 
pacities and difpofitions. It is but feldom 
feen that lafting happinefs accompanies a 
life negledful pf religion ; for when the 
mind is wearied out with the emptinefs and 
vanity of worldly pleafures, it is then de- 
firous to be fixed upon fome joys that are 
more fubftantial and refined ; it grieves for 
the time wafted in fenfual delights, unmind- 
ful of the bufinefsfor the difcharge of which 
he finds himfplf endowed with fuitable fa- 
culties* If tliis imeafinefs was the confe- 

, . queued 
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quence of fpiritual negligence in an nn-*^ 
enlightened ftatej the retiedlions of con- 
fcience muft be much more diftrefsful to 
|iiofe who are guilty of the fame under the 
gofpel difpenfation, whereby fo great a por- 
tion of divine light is afforded. Where this 
duty is urged upon mankind not only by 
nature, but by the revelation of the Deity 
himfelf; and wherein he has given directions 
for the right performance of it s then the dif- 
charge thereof becomes doubly incumbent/ 

This is the cafe of us Chriftians ; for we 
are affured of a Supreme Being from what 
we fee in the vifible world ; and from the 
works of creation and providence we infer 
the obligation of religion. And thefe no- 
tions which naturally refult from refleftion, 
sure made certain by revelation. 

Therefore, fince Almighty God has ma- 
nifefted himfelf to mankind^ and vouch- 
fafed to declare the terms upon which we 
are to be accepted or rejefted at the laft day ; 
let us be diligent and careful to read and 
underftand thofe fcriptures which contain 
the doftrines of falvation. 

The affair about which every ferious and 
thinking perfon is anxioufly'inquifitive, is 
that of life eternal: confider, therefore, 
how much future happinefs exceeds all that 
this life h^s to offer : how greatly it will 
* * recompence 
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recompence all the pains, the care, and 
caution of the ftrifteft enquirer : how un- 
conceivable and ynfullied are the joys pro- 
jnifed to obedience ; and we fhall think no 
pains or ftudy too great on our parts, in 
order to be fully fatisfied how we are to 
conduft ourfelves fo as to obtain blifs and 
happinefs in the future life. It behoves 
every one that prgfeffes Chriftianity, and 
wifhes to, enjoy the ferene pleafures of a 
pious life, and to inherit the gracious pro- 
mifes annexed to that profeflion, diligently 
to perufe and comprehend the conditions 
upon which they are propofed, and to be 
cai'eful to underftand the whole gofpel co- 
venant. And this knowledge is to be ac- 
quired by a regular attendance on the fervice 
of God : for now and then hearing a fermon 
as it were by chance, does not anfwer the 
end to edify and inftrua ; or at leaft in that 
way which every confiderate perfon wifhes 
to be inftrufted. Having fo many helps and 
encouragements to fearch and feek after 
future happinefs, let us not faint or grow 
remifs in that progrefs which hereafter will 
abundantly recompence our labour. Let 
us ftudy the word of God with alliduity and 
diligence ; not carelefsly or negligently, but 
after fuch a manner as the importance of 
the fubje6l demands; and let us proceed 
with chearf ulnefs and vigour in the concern 

of 
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of futurity ; and, by the help of God*s 
grace, may we be able to folve every feem- 
ing difficulty that obftru6ts our proficiency 
therein. Let us ferioufly call to mind the 
folemn things that will fhortly be pre- 
fented to our view ; that whenever the awful 
time arrives, we may give up our accounts 
with joy, and receive the reward which 
God has promifed to them that ferve and 
obey him. 



CHAPTER II. 

Of the certainty of God's exijience. 

AS a flight obfervance and contempla- 
tion of the things in this viliblc 
world fufficiently proves the being of God ; 
and as there arc but few either hardy enough 
or fo deftitute of reafon as to deny it ; there 
is therefore but little occafion to fay much 
concerning a truth univerfally acknow- 
ledged: and what is here offered from reafon 
and fcripture is more by way of reminding 
than convincing. 

I ft. In the r4th Pfalm, ift verfe, the 
Pfalmift obferves. The fool hath faid in his 
heart, there is no God. And furely if a 
perfon is capable of obfervation and reflec- 
tion 
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tion, he muft, in the outward frame of tlie 
world, fee evident marks of a Supreme 
Being difplayed. 

This belief, which is the foundation of 
all religion, does not, like fome obftnife 
points, require deep and intenfe application 
to convince and fatisfy -, for we are afibred 
and reminded of it every hour of our lives ; 
and fometimes in an extraordinary manner 
by tremendous occurrences of nature. How 
can we do otherwile than confefs and ac- 
knowledge the exiftence of God, when we 
conftantly experience the viciffitude and 
change of day and night, winter and fum- 
mer> fpring-time and harveft ? or whditi we 
contemplate the rifing and fetting of the fun, 
moon, and ftars ; thefe fignify unto us, not 
only that God is, but likewife his power 
and wifdom. The Pfalmift confeifes this 
in the 1 9th Pfalm : The heavens declare the 
glory 6f God, and the firmament iheweth 
his handy work. And the wife Cicero in 
confidering thefe things, exclaimed. What 
can be fo clear and perfpicuous, when we 
view the heavens and contemplate things 
caeleftial, as that there is a Deity of great 
perfe6lion by which they are governed and 
preferved* 

The. beauty, elegance, and uniformity of 
the Ikies, are particularly inftruftive of it's 

powerful 
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powerful Arcliite£l. It is God who com* 
mands the fun to run his courfe, and the 
moon to perfonn her feveral revolutions 
round the world ; who caufes the clouds to 
pour down the rain, and the earth to pro- 
duce it's fruits for the ufe and fervice of 
man. 

The animal and vegetable creation yield 
manifeft attcftations of the Creator's exift- 
ence, his power, and goodnefsj nay, we 
need go no farther than ourfelves for proof 
of a Deity. Wherefore the Pfalmift cried 
out, I am fearfully and wonderfully made j 
marvellous are thy works, and that my foul 
luioweth right well. 

We are fituated in the midft of {t many 
and manifeft evidences of this truth, that it 
is impoffible we can be void of this belief, 
whicn is the fomidation of religion, viz. 
that God is* 

2dly • Let us confider what the holy fcrip- 
tures teach concerning this : 

When Mofes wrote his hiftory 6f the 
creation, he did not pretend this particular ; 
becaufe they did not in the leaft doubt of 
God's exiftence, having heard his voice in 
a tremendous ftorm of thunder and light- 
ning, in the delivery of their law, at Mount 
Sind. Moreover having the account of the 
j&ood^ the prefervation of Noah and his fa- 

C mily 
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mily in the ark -, ^ and the deftruftioii of So-^ 
dom and Gomorrhah, which happened but 
a few years before, and were delivered down 
to them by tradition. Indeed the Jews ex- 
perienced fo many miracles, and were fa- 
voured with fo many- mercies of God; being 
more particularly under his guidance and 
proteftion, that they could not be other- 
wife than always fully poffeffed with a belief 
of his being. But I will forbear, at this 
time, to fay more in confirmation of a truth 
univerfally allowed. Let us confider how 
much the belief of God's exiftcnce fhould 
mfluence our words and aftions, and make 
us attentive and careful, to do that which is 
pleafing in his fight. If we are affured that 
there is a God who made us, and ftill pre- 
ferves and governs us, let us not offend him 
by wantonly taking his name in vain, and 
in a haughty, foolifh manner, invoking the 
dreadful Majefty of heaven, and earth : a 
crime often committed by the unthinking 
and the vulgar ; the magnitude of which I 
have defcribed in another place. 

Be aflured, in the mean time, that God 
will not be mocked, for he both hears and 
fees all we fay and do ; no privacy or retire- 
ment can exclude him who knows all things, 
even our very thoughts and intentions. 
Remember that a contempt of thei laws 
God has given to man, will be extremely 

dangerous -, 
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dangeix)us ; tliey are for the rule and guide. 
of our lives -, and to which let us be con- 
formable. 



CHAPTER III. 

Oftbe Holy Scriptures. 

ALTHOUGH by tlie light of nature 
and rcafon we come to the know- 
ledge of God, yet we have need of fuper- 
natural afliftance to dire6l us in the dif- 
charee of our duty towards him. We are 
HQ KX)ner convinced of God's exiftence, 
th^ we begin to be anxious to aft and de- 
mean ourfelves fo as to pleafe him -, and are 
defirous to know what is his will, what 
cqiidudt will, recommend us to his favour, 
and what will render us qbjedtj of his dif- 
pleafiire. By a little refleftion on the wif^ 
doi?j and goodnefs of God, we may perceive 
that he created mankind for fome greater 
end than the felicity of the prefent life : 
that he had fome nobler pmpofes in 
view, when he gave us our being : that 
he defigned us for a happier ftate, and 
created us to be immortal. Imprefled with 
this idea, we find ourfelves concerned to ob- 
taia the approbation of the dilpofei* of onij! 

C 2 fate. 
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fete. And in this reQ)cft wc arc not left to 
wander in ignorance and uncertainty i God 
has clearly revealed his will to us, ?ind de-- 
clared the duties and laws we are to obferve 
and pra6tife, for our good here ^nd here-^ 
after. This rule of duty and adoration is 
contained in the fcriptures of the old and 
new tpftament ; and the excellent morality, 
and the found inftitutes of religion, befpeak 
them to be of divine original. Why fhould 
jlny doubt that the fcnptures were written 
by the infpiration of God, feeing he cer-. 
t^nly has a right and power to make what 
revelations of himfelf he pleafes ? Is it dif- 
ficult for the Creator to reveal his will to 
his creatures, when one creature can declare 
his will to another ? The fcriptures, every 
impartial perfonmuft confefs, contain many 
ufefal precepts and examples ; the obfervance 
whereof has always been found to be pro- 
ductive of the peace and welfare of focieties : 
they are entirely confiftent with reafon, and 
agreeable to the notions we naturally form 
of the Deity. The Bible is acknowledged 
to be the oldeft hiftoty in the world : it's 
very antiquity therefore merits veneration. 

That form of worfhip which God pre- 
fcribed the chofen people, was folemn and 
fl>lendid 5 abounding with many and mag- 
nificent rites and ceremonies, neceflairy for 
felvation: all which have bew di^enfed 

with^ 
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^\ths and. done aw^ by the Son of Man» 
the Saviour of the world ; who, by his ap- 
peai'^ice in the flefh, fulfilled all that was 
foretold of him in the law and the prophets, 
^nd gave a merciful and gracious law, that 
was not only to concern the Jews, but the 
whole world; for our Lord came to be 
a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be 
the glory of his people Ifrael. 

The falvation of our fouls may now be 
obtained upon moft eafy terms, by that co- 
venant which our Lord purchafed with his 
blood ; the condition of which we have 
faithfully marked down to us in the gofpel } 
where, befides our duty to God, we are 
itiidlly exhorted to obierve mutual love and 
^ffis£tion one to another : in fhort, in this 
laft overture of grace, we are taught the 
fineft morality mat can be obferved or 




Let us remember that now we cannot 
plead ignorance ; and we are informed of 
the confequence, if we know our iftafter's 
will, and do it not. Better had it been for 
tts not to have known the way of righteou& 
jiefe, than, after we have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered unto 
us* Let us be diligent in making the pro* 
per ufe of that divme light which illumi- 
nates the nwid, th^t fo ifs wholefome 

inftruftions 
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inftruftions may outwardly appear in a 

virl-nmic lifp 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Of the Refurre£lion. 

NO article of the Chriftian faith was 
believed with greater reludlance, or 
more puzzled the minds of thofe who 
trufted to their own reafoning, than this of 
the refbrreftion from the dead. Some 
thought it not only impoffible, but the very 
notion of it altogether ridiculous. Thus 
was St. Paul's difcourfe about this point 
entertained at Athens, as related in the i j^th 
Chapter of A6ls. Hearing the refurreftion 
of the dead/ fome of them nKxrked; others 
faid, we will hear thee again of this matter. 
But no good argument can be advanced, why 
this fhould be deemed ^ thing impoffible to 
God, or improbable ,and inconfillent with 
reafon. Why fhould it be thought more 
difficult for God to raife and quicken a dead 
body, than at firft to create it from the duft 
of the ground, and to infpire it with a living 
foul ? or why Ihould he not as eafily perforai 
this, as froin feed fown in the ground, 
an4 tbeye corrupted, to i;:aijfe fijchcbeautiful 
: - • . plants 
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plants to fprmg forth ? certainly he who 
produces fuch wonderful changes and revo- 
lutions in the natural world, can as eafily 
efiedk a refurrcdion of the body. 

In tlie beginning of Chriftianity , although 
fome abfolutely deniied it, as the.Sadducees, 
yet various opinions fubftfted concerning it : 
for certain interpreted the refurreftion to be 
Ipiritual, by which we are to rife from the 
death of fin unto a life of righteoufnefs and 
holinefs. And they were perfuaded of this, 
from the 6th of St. Paul's epiftle to the Ro- 
mans, verle 4, 5. Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptifm into death, that, like 
as Chrift was raifed from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even fo we alfo ihould 
ivalk in newnefs of life. And in the 5th of 
Ephefians, verfe 14. Wherefore he faith. 
Awake thou that fleepeft, and arife from 
the dead, and Chrift (hall give thee light. 
Of this fort feemed to Hymenaeus and Phi- 
Ictus, who afferted that the refurredlion v/as 
already paft : of whom the Apoftle writes, 
'2 Timothy, 2 chap, 18 verfe: Who con- 
treming the truth have erred, faying, that 
the rerarreclion is paft already. Many 
thought that, by this doftrine, no more 
was to be underftbod, than the being raifed 
'from a ftate of darknefs and ignorance by 
the illuminating precepts of the gofpel, and 
b^ng direfted tidereby in the way to eternal 
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. and immortal blifs and glory. And, accord* 
ing to this error, they placed eternal life in 
that tranquillity of itie mind which arifes 
from the exercife of virtue ; and they called 
it eternal, becaufe it is a happinefs of which 
nothing can deprive us. It muft be confeffed 
that there is mention made of a fpiritual re- 
iiirreftion : but this is prefcribed us that we 
may be partakers of the true and cor- 
poral one. 

When a refurredlion is declared to us, and 
tfiat in future, no other can be underftood 
than the real and true ; which is to be the 
reward of our obedience, or the punifhment 
of our negle6l. And this appears from the 
circumftances of the refurreaion related by 
St. Paul : We fhall all be changed in a mo- 
ijient, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
iaft trump 5 for the trumpet fhall found, 
and the dead fhall be raifed incorruptible, 
and we fhall be changed: by which he 
means, that fome fhall be found alive on 
that day, and that the. already dead fhall be 
fuddenly called forth. Therefore a refur- 
reftion from fin, cannot be a refurreftion 
of thejufl and unjufl. If we aie to expe6t 
nothing beyond tiie enjoyments of this life, 
then are we of all men mofl miferable. 

We are afHired in the fcriptures, that the 

true refiirreftion is that which is faturc and 

•eternal in the Iaft day 5 when iGod by his 
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almighty power will raife mankind from 
their graves, and re-animate their mouldered 
duft, by again imiting their bodies to their 
fouls J which, as it were, he hath rcfcn^ed 
for that day. 

The truth of this refurre6lion may be ga- 
thered from hence : ift. Although, in the 
.old teftament, it was more obicurely de- 
clared, yet God had given fome tokens and 
intimations that men were defigned for im- 
fnortaiity ; that, by a proper attention, a 
refurreftion might be inferred from the 
literal fenfe of feveral texts. Thus from 
the words of God himfelf, long after the 
death of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. I 
am the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, 
and the God of Jacob. Our Lord, by a 
moft plain and irrefiftable argument, clearly 
proves that thefe will rife again : becaufe 
that God is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living. 

Among the many inftances that indicate 
a refurreftion, we may obferve the follow- 
ing : Jonas, who had been three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly, came forth 
thence as it were from his tomb : the re- 
ftoring to life the fon of the widow of Za- 
rephath, by Elijah ; the fon of the Shuna- 
mite, by Elifha ; and the miraculous in- 
fpiring with life the. dead bones, as men- 
tioned by Ezekiel, chap. 37^ Thefe may 
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be confidered as indications of arefurreftion ; 
to which this prophecy of Daniel may be 
added, fo very exprelfive of that future 
event : Many that deep in the duft of the 
earth, fhall hear his voice and come forth, 
fome to life eternal, and fome to ftiame and 
contempt. From hence it is evident, that 
God is not only able, but alfo that it is his 
will, to raife men up at the laft day. But 
the relurreftion of the dead is moft plainly 
confirmed by our Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
hath deftroyed death, and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gofpel. In 
that divine covenant which our Lord pur- 
chafed by his fufFerings, a promife of a re- 
furreftion is annexed j as a proof whereof, 
our Saviour himfelf was railed up the third 
day, by the power of the Father ; and is, by 
the Apoftle, in the 15th of Corinthians, 
ftyled, the firft fruits of them that flept. 
In which whole chapter the Apoftle proves 
our refurreftion, from that or our Lord's -, 
teaching us, that if we believe Chrift to have 
rifen, we ought alfo to believe that we our- 
felves ftiall rife again. 

To make us more certain in this parti- 
cular, our Lord was pleafed to fhew him- 
felf alive after his crucifixion ; and gave 
the fulleft affurance that he was the fame 
perfon, and the fame body, which they be- 
held a few days before faftened to the crofs ; 

but 
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but was now become the firft fruits of the 
relurreftion. 

This event is to be general ; all are fub- 
je£t to death, and to a refurreftion : for it 
is appointed unto all men once to die, but 
after death, the judgment. Which laft 
circumftance is the immediate confequence 
of the refurre6lion, and will fix the doom 
both of the juft and the unjuft ; accord- 
ing to St. John : For behold the hour 
cometh when all that are in their graves 
fhall hear his voice and come forth ; they 
that have done good, to the refurreftion of 
life) and they that have done evil, to the 
refurreftion of damnation. From thcfe 
words we are taught, that the refurre6lion 
hath refpe6l: unto the body, as well as the 
foul : for what elfe but the body, which 
was laid in the grave, can be fuppofed to 
come forth at the call of Chrift ; the foul 
being adjudged to an intermediate ftate, 
until it's re-union with the body at the laft 
day ; when both will receive their full con- 
fummation of happinels or mifery. Let us, 
therefore, be careful to make a proper nfe 
of this part of divine revelation 5 and in 
order to this, and to make it beneficial to 
ovirfalvation,we muft not entertain any no- 
tions of it, than only fuch as are fcriptural. 

Let us not be miftaken in this principal 
part of religion, by harbouring an opinion 
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that nothing further is meant, than a con-r 
verfion from a life of wickednefs and fm^ 
to piety and holinefs : and that we are to 
enjoy peace and tranquillity in this world, 
from a confcientious difchargeofour duty: 
or that the refurreftion has refpefl only to 
the fpirit : for the holy fcriptures are very 
expreflive of this particular, viz. that our 
bodies are to be raifed glorious and immor- 
tal, and re-united to our fouls to all eter- 
nity : therefore it behoves us fo to a6l that 
we may prefent ourfclves unto God, a holy 
and lively facrifice, acceptable unto him -, 
that * we may be accounted worthy of a 
happy refurreftion. For if the fpirit of 
him that raifed up Jefus from the dead dwell 
in you, he that raifed up Chrift from the 
dead, ihall alfo quicken your mortal bodies, 
by his fpirit that dwelleth in you. 

A proper meditation on this fubjeft, will 
enable us to bear every adverfity of hfe with 
fortitude, and even death itfelf : and will 
be ferviceable in promoting and augmenting 
our happinefs, knowing, that after the ex- 
piration of this fnort life, if we are Itedfaft 
in the faith, we fliall enter upon a glorious 
eternity. For although death diffolves the 
clofe union between foul and body, yet a 
Chriftian looks upon that event as a fleep, 
rather than death; that notwithftanding 
|he body fuffers corruption ^d is reduced 

to 
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to duft, yet the foul will awake and live ; 
will be consigned to an intermediate ftate 
of glorious expeflation ; and wait, full of 
hope and joy, for the reftoration of the body. 
To the righteous the fling of death is taken 
away, for after their departure hence, they 
reckon to receive the reward of their good 
deeds , but this reward is only to be obtained 
by a virtuous and godly life : if we contniue 
firm in the covenant we entered into with God 
at our baptifm, we are promifed an inheri- 
tance which will lafl: for ever. 



CHAPTER V. 

Of the lajl general Judgment. 

WHEN the whole world, by general 
fummons, is to be arranged in re- 
gular order around the divine throne, and 
eternal fentence to be paffed according to 
their deferts; then will the angels come 
forth in the execution of their office, and 
fever the wicked from among the juft ; and 
caufe the one to enter upon an eternity of 
torments, but will introduce the latter into 
a flate of everlafting felicity. In handling 
this fubjeft, thefe two things ofFerthemfelves 
f o our coijfideration : 

ift. The 
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I ft/ The certainty of a future judgment. 

2dly . The manner of proceeding accord- 
ing as it is declared in the fcriptures. 

We learn from the gofpel, that the laft 
judgment is to be the immediate con^- 
quent of a refurreftion, to which all men 
are to be cited, that they may receive the 
duerewardof their deeds. That God has 
appointed a day for this judgment, before 
the creation of the ^orld, appears from the 
25th chapter of Matthew, and the 34th 
verfe : Come ye bleffed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. \ Almighty- 
God has manifefted this irrevocable decree^ 
at various times, even in the old teftament, 
though more obfcurely both in the law and 
the prophets. 1 3 th Hof. v. 14. 1 will ranfom 
them from the power of the grave, I will 
redeem them from death. And again in 
the 1 2th chapter of Daniel : And many that 
fleep in the duft of the earth fhall awake and 
come forth, fome to everlafting life, and 
fome to fhame and everlafting contempt. 

The wife author of Ecclefiafticus, after 
meditating on the ftate of human affairs, and 
the common occurrences of life, and ob- 
'ferving that the righteous and the wicked 
fared alike ; that God, to all appearance, 
was , impartial in the difpenfations of his 
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favours and of hisdifbleafure; he therefore 
infers, that there muft be a future judgment 
pafling upon all men, both good and bad ; 
whereby thefe feeming incongruities in the 
adminiftration of providence, may be recti- 
fied : his words are thefe, I faid in my heart, 
God fhall judge the righteous and wicked ; 
and, as an inducement to piety and the ob- 
fervance of God's commandments, he fur- 
ther adds. For God fhall bring every work 
into judgment, with eveiy fecret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

But the circumftances, and the certainty, 
of the laft day, are more clearly revealed iii 
the new teftament ; where it is faid, the Son 
of Man fhall come in the glory of his Father 
with the angels, and then fhall he reward 
every man as his work fhall be. And in the 
1 2th chapter of St. Luke, our Saviour gives 
this afTurance: There is nothing covered 
that fhall not be revealed, neither hid that 
fhall not be known. Therefore, whatfo- 
ever ye have fpoken in darknefs, fhall be 
heard in the light ; and that which ye have 
Ipoken in the ears, in clofets, fhall be pro-? 
clmmed upon the houfe tops. For the 
Lord hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteoufnefs, by that 
man whom he hath ordained ; whereby he 
hath given afi'u ranee unto all men, in that 
jhe hath raifed him from the dead ; and, as 
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exprefled in our creed, he afcended irlta 
heaven, and fitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty ; from thence he 
fliall come to judge the quick and the dead: 

It is neceffary and fit that there fhould 
be a future judgment, as well as reafonable 
for us .to expe6t it : and the fcriptures 
give us full fatisfa6lion of this expedation. 
For God every where declares himfelf alover 
of righteoufiiefs, and a hater of iniquity : 
therefore we may be allured that he will 
reward the good, and punifh the wicked, if 
riot in this worid, yet moft certainly in 
another. Wc frequently fee the righteous, 
in this life, afflifled with heavy calamities, 
immerfed in trouble, or expofed to the fcorn 
and infillts of their enemies; while the 
wicked abound in wealth and plenty, and, 
to all outward appearance, are entirely at 
eafe, all things happening according to their 
wifh : from hence it is evident that there 
will be a day, in which. God will render to 
every one according to their works : and 
will aflign to the one, a reward propor- 
tionable to their fervices ; and to the other, 
a punifhment fuitable to their crimes j this, 
in the 3d ^chapter of A£ts, is called, the 
times of reftitution of all things. 

. In the prefent confufed ftate of things, 
the wicked, mixed with the -good, live 
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fecurely -, and with refpeft to outward felicity, 
it is impoffible to form any judgment of the 
piety or impiety of any one, or of God's 
love or hatred ; for they promifcuoufly 
enjoy the good things of the world, equally 
partake of the bleflings and bounties of na- 
ture ; for God fendeth rain upon the fields 
of the juft and the unjuft, and caufeth the 
fun to (hine on the evil and on the good. 
But the tares grow up together with the 
wheat, yet in the laft day God will allot to 
every one their proper portion, and will fe- 
parate the tares from the wheat ; for accord- 
ing to the 1 3th of St. Matthew, The angels 
will gather out of the kingdom of the Son 
of Man, all things that oftend, and them 
which do iniquity ; and will make a dif- 
tinftion between the juft and the unjuft: 
as was foretold by the prophet Malachi, 
3d chapter: Then ftiall ye return anddif- 
cem between the lighteous and the wicked, 
between him that ferveth God, and him 
that fei-veth him not. 

To what is already mentioned of the cer- 
tainty of a future judgment, I will add the 
teftimony of confcience, which accufes and 
tortures the guilty, not from. the fear of 
human punilhment 3 for it is poflible for 
the wicked to fin fo fecretly, that none are 
^tnefs to their crimes but God and them- 
felves : therefore their trouble aiifes from 
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the dread of God's wrath againft their evil 
' doings ; which, though they efcape often 
in this world, and at prefent experience no 
punifnment or fufFering for their fins, yet 
the reflexions of confcience give them an 
undoubted and manifeft teftimony of a fu- 
ture judgment, v/here the wicked will be 
doomed to everlafting torments, but the 
righteous to life eternal. 

2dly. I am to confider the manner of 
the proceeding in the general judgment, a,t 
the laft day, as revealed in the fcriptures : 
and on difcourfing on this head, three par- 
ticulars are to be confidered, viz. the Judge, 
the perfons to be judged, and the circum- 
fiances attending it. 

I ft. Almighty God, the Supreme Lord 
and Governor of all things, has efpecially 
conftituted his Son, our Saviour, to be the 
Judge of all men ; For the Father judgeth 
no man, but has committed all judgment 
to the Son. And here I cannot help ob- 
femng (as I pafs along) the infinite kind- 
nefs.of God, in permitting and ordaining the 
• fame perfon to be our judge, who mercifully 
condefcended to take our nature upon him, 
to fubje6t himfelf to our infirmities, and, 
being acquainted with human frailty and 
weaknels, to become our mediator. 

Our Saviour, then, is. the perfon who 
is appointed judge of tlie world ;. in which 
■^ ' . - office. 
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office, we are aflured that he will be juft:,' 
impartial, and fevere ; and that there is no 
receding fi'om his fenteace to an higher tri-. 
bunal. To this all-knowing judge, the 
njoft fecret and hidden things are open and 
perfpicuous : it is impoflible to deceive him, 
or to find a patron of a bad caufe : he is 
juft, and will judge without refpe6l of per-. 
fons ; and almighty, being armed with that 
power by which he fubdaeth all things to 
nimfelf. 

Now the perfons to be judged are all 
mankind, the good and the bad, the living 
and the dead, who will be called forth from 
their tombs to be expofed to this judgment. 
St. Paul fays, in his 2d epiille to the Corin- 
thians, loth verfe : For. we muft all appear 
before the judgment feat of Chrift, that 
every one may receive the things done in his 
body according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad. At that great day 
will the whole world meet and be prefent, 
when the earth and fea will give up the dead; 
bodies that were committed unto them : and 
heaven and hell will fend back the fouls they 
pofleffed, to be again united to their 
bodies. Refleft into how great a judgment 
you are to enter, where the whple race of 
mankind are to be afTembled. To our 
thinking, the number muft be innumerable. 
Were only tlie prefent inhabitants of the 
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earth to be collected together, the concourfe 
muftl^e great. Butwhen all that have lived 
in the world from Adam to the final con- 
fummation of all things, fhall be coUefted 
together, the multitude muft be furpriz- 
ingly large. Yet large as the number will 
• be, all hopes of evafion will be taken 
away ; the fcriatinizing and keen fearch of 
the angels, who are to be the attendants 
and guards upon this extraordinary occa- 
fion, will find out and bring to judgment 
every individual. Great as we may think 
the concourfe of mankind, at the time we 
are confidering, yet the number of thofe 
heavenly officers will be much fuperior j as 
appears from this argument : That if the 
earth which is the centre, contains fo many 
inhabitants, how much greater number muft 
the heavens contain,which furroundit : The 
inhabitants of the heaven of heavens are 
immenfe 3 for it is written by Daniel, 
Thoufands, thoufands minifter unto him, 
and ten thoufand times ten thoufand ftand 
before him. From hence appears the im- 
poffibility of efcaping, and the certainty 
that wc Ihall be led forth to give an account 
of our whole lives : no fecret corner of the 
world can hide us from it : no magnificence 
or power can fliield or prote6l us from it ; 
for though riches and greatnefs diftinguilli 
between one perfon and another for a few 
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years in this world, yet, at the time I am 
now meditating, nothing will make us great 
and happy, but only having been rich in 
good'works. Since all are to be awakened, 
and all are to be fummoned by the found of 
the angelic trump, let us confider the caufes 
for which we are to be cited to this fo- 
lemn tribunal. 

Reafon alone, without further aid, is 
fufiicient to inform us, that we were de- 
figned for futurity ; and the gracious reve- 
lations of God have inftrufted us how to 
Erepare for it : in which he has prefcribed 
iw8 and rules ufeful and neceflary for the 
prefent, as well as the eternal ftate. 

The terms upon which immortal falva- 
tion is offered m the gofpel, are both eafy 
and pleafant to be obferved: yet, eafy as 
they are, how few aie careful to live up to 
their falutaiy diredlions; how few are 
careful to difcharge the duty they owe to 
God, or to pra6lice benevolence, pity, and 
kindnefs towards each other. On the con- 
trary, how ready are many to a6t oppofite 
to God's commands, to profane and blaf- 
pheme his hallowed name ; and inflead of 
exercifing the precepts of piety and mora- 
lity dictated by our Saviour, are too apt to 
feize every opportunity of defrauding, 
injuring, and opprefling their brethren. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe, and fuch like, are the caufes which 
will be brought againft mankind in judg- 
ment, to their eternal condemnation. 

*' * What an ifteftimable treafure will a 
" good confcience be in that day ! a con- 
" fcience that will ftand our friend, when 
the wicked great ones will ftand trembling 
and confounded, and have nothing to 
urge ill excufe of thofe fms in which they 
now glory. From the alarming punifh- 
ment nothing can refcue them : for the 
" judge is too powerful to be awed, and too 
*' juft to be bribed. Submiffion and re- 
pentance come too late, and will not be 
accepted : interceffion of friends can be 
" of no avail. . How dreadful muft be the 
" condition of thofe milerable wretches who 
were once hardy in wickednefs, and glo- 
ried in their crimes. In comparifon of 
theirs, the moft pitiable and diftrefled 
fituation in this life, is but trifling. 
Deftitute of the leaft glimpfe of hope or 
comfort, where can they flee from the 
terrors with which they are furrounded ? 
Above them they behold an angry and 
offended God. Beneath, thev fee hell 
ready to receive them : their fins flying 
in their faces and accufing them, and the 
infernal fiends ready for the execution of 
their office in infliding the eternal pu- 
niftiments according to their fentence. In 

vain 

* Parfons. 



cc 
<c 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

(C 

re 
i< 
cc 

C( 



€€ 
€€ 



CC 



( 39 ) 

*^ vain (hall they wifli for death; for a 
" fecond death there cannot be. In vain 
" will they cry to the mountains, for they 
** cannot cover them. Thus abaihed and 
aftoniihed muft they Hand in the pre- 
fence of a provoked God, and an abufed 
Saviour, till he, whofe compaffion for 
mankind, was once fo exceedingly great 
*' as to die for them, — till he fhall utter 
the dreadful fentence. Go, ye curfed, 
into everlalling fire." 

A life fpent in fenfual and finful delights 
expofes men to this veiy difmal and Ihock- 
ing fentence. How careful fhould you be 
to decline and avoid every thing that may 
tempt you to fm : and how earneft in the 
exercile of thofe duties by which you may 
prevent thofe terrible words being pro- 
nounced upon you. Let, therefore, the, 
precepts of religion be your firft: and chief 
care j and let all other things be of fecon- 
dary concern, and fubordinate to it. For 
if by too great an attachment to things of 
this world, you negleft your duty towards 
God and your neighbour, and confume 
your lives in riot and wickednefs, remember 
how very dear you are like to pay for it. 
Think how poor and mean will riches, and 
honour, and worldly grandeur, feem at that 
awful day : and the pleafure you take in 
them will only be a bitter remembrance 
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and torment for ever. But thofe perfons 
will be filled with a joyful hope of their 
reward, who have led an honeft, painful, 
virtuous life, and travelled to heaven, tho' 
through the rougheft ways of poverty, 
affli6lion, and contempt. It matters not 
what our condition is in this world, for 
wealth does not expofe the owner to the 
terrors of hell, unlefs it is abufed and 
applied to an improper ufe : for if they are 
pious and faithful, they are the objefts of 
his care and delight. So, on the other hand, 
neither will a Hate of poverty procure to 
the wicked a fentence of bleffednefs from 
the heavenly throne : if they are righteous 
and good they will receive, an higher in- 
heritance in the kingdom of their Father, 
for the fufFerings they experience in the 
want of the comforts and neceffaries af 
life: and from the parable of Lazarus, 
they may expedl to be i^garded by their 
Saviour with an eye of companionate ten- 
dernefs, who once endured a like ftate of 
poverty himfelf. Nothhig, as I mentioned 
before, will be effeftual to our falvation, 
or procure favour in the fight of God, but 
an eager defire to do his will, and an 
efpecial care that our aftions are conform- 
able to his commands : or as St. Paul pro- 
fefles, having a confcience void of offence, 
both towards God and towards men. If 

we 
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we \Voilld often meditate on the certainty 
of a future judgment, and the confequences 
attending it, we Ihould be more circum- 
ipe£t in our conduft, more watchful over 
our words ?uid a6lions i for, recolleft, that 
every error and crime is marked down : 
therefore when the allurements of vice 
tempt you to fin, let this thought deter 
you from it, and keep you to duty : or 
when you heedlefsly taxe the name of God 
in vain, remember the fad punifhment you 
expofe yourfelf to ; and let this imperfeft 
hint here given, be a warning to enter upon 
^ penitent and religious courfe of life ; re- 
membering the account you muft one day 
make to that God who now fceth in fecret, 
but hereafter will punifti or reward openly. 
All preparation for futurity muft be made 
in tnis life 5 for when death puts an end to 
our earthly exiftence, our probation ceafes, 
and repentance will not be accepted. 

As death, like the. day of judgment, is 
unknown to us, how exceedingly blameable 
is it to neglefl: or defer the duties of piety 
and devotion; fince in the due difcharge 
thereof our eternal happinefs depends. 
Let, therefore^ the meditation of this im- 
portant affair be often, nay, continually, 
brefent to our minds j which will help to 
Keep us from all impious and vicious be- 
ha^mour, ancl excite us to a watchful pur- 
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fuit of piqty and. virtue ; that fo in the end 
we liiay be able to. render a good account, 
and be deemed worthy of immortal hap- 
pinefs. 



V. . " ; 



C H A P T E R VI. 

m 

Of Predejlination. 

PREDESTINATION is that divine 
decree of - God, whereby he hatli 
predetermined, before all ages, to eleft 
the faithful in his fon Jefus Chrift, to 
adopt as his children ; and if they per- 
fevere ftedfaft iii their duty, eternally to 
glorify: but the impenitent, and thofe 
who refift his will, and continue in their 
iniquity, eternally to condemn. And it 
may be confidered in a two-fold maimer, 
according to the ancient divines— For God 
decreeing to call to the grace of the gofpel, 
has a certain propofed end, viz. eternal 
falvation ; it follows therefore that God has 
made a decree concerning the falvation and 
condemnation of men, to which this de- 
cree of being called or eledted to grace is 
fubordinate. , .. 

' In the predeftination to happineft of 

mifery, God confiders men as liicy are 

i * faitfafctl 
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' * ' 

faithful or unfaithful to the laws of Chrift ; 
infomuch that fpiritual benediflion is be^ 
ftowed upon none, but in and by him; 
and none are deftined to unhappinefs but 
by their difobedience. Therefore our 
eternal tate depends upon the conditions of 
that new covenant which our Lord eftab-i 
liftied between God and us ; the former 
covenant of works being dorie away. 

With refpe6l to eleftion, the.objeftof 
predeftination is the grace of God in this 
life, and eternal happinefs hereafter : and 
yith refpefl to reprobation, the objeft is 
duUnefs of imderftanding, hardnefs of heart, 
and, in the life to come, eternal torments, 

The perfons pre-adjudged hereby, are 
the faithful and the unfaithful : For fo God 
loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son to the end that all that believe 
in him fhould have everlafting life. He 
that believeth on the Son, hath everlafting 
life; and he that believeth not the Son, 
fhall not fee Hfe, but the wrath of God 
abideth in him. Now fome who mif- 
interpret this and the like paflages of fcrip- 
ture, argue and objeft, that this doftrine 
of predeftination is apt to beget a carnal 
fecurity in the minds of thofe who think 
themfelvcs the eleft, and to overwhelnj: 
others with dq^pair, who think they are to 
/ • : F 3 be 
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be numbered with the wicked. But as the 
Gofpel ceconomy is entirely confiftent with 
reafon, fo we may be certain that this pre- 
fcience of God is alfo confiftent with reafon , 
For, no doubt, he who knows all things, who 
faw our fubftance yet being imperfeft, and 
in whofe book all our members are writ- 
ten, moft afTuredly knows, at our firft en- 
trance into the world, what courfe we fhall 
take, whether we fhall refift or obey his 
commands. 

Let us be truly thankful, (ince we have 
it in our power, by the knowledge of reve^ 
lation, to pleafe God : but the obduratenefi 
of fome hearts is fo gi'eat, that nothing wilj 
prevail' with them to comply with the offers 
of falvation ; but, in fpite of every effort, 
they rufh headlong to deftruftion. Even 
the falutaiy difcipline of afflidtion, conduces 
npt to amendment ; but, like the miracles 
iipon Pharoah; aff?£t and foften their minds 
no longer than while they are prefent. But 
the obje6lion made is this, If they are pre- 
deftinated to a life of fin and unhappincfs, 
^d eternal mifery hereafter, it is not in 
their power to aft otherwife than according 
to their predeftination . Which notion they 
take from the ninth chapter of 3t. Paul's 
cpiftle to the Romans, where the Apoftle 
repeats the words of God to Phai'oah : Even 
for this purpofe have J raifed thee up, that 
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I might fhcw in thee my power, and that 
my name might be declared thoughout all 
the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth. After lix judgments 
that God had inflifted upon Pharoah to no 
purpofe, he then hardened his heart, though 
not before ; and adds that he would cut hun 
off with the peftilence, and utterly deflroy 
him from the earth ; but that he preferved 
him alive beyond his time, raifed him out 
of that great danger or peftilential difeafe 
that was upon the land, for no other end 
but to la^e his divine power more illuf-* 
tnous, and make all the earth hear of the 
exemplary punifhment of Qod, in this life, 
upon one that had thus often hardened his 
heart againft God. The Almighty, in 
Shewing mercy, is not bound to render any 
reaicms beyond his oWn will, §o when he 
deUvers up an obdurate fmner to the hard-> 
nefs of his heart, this he may do if he pleaies 
"when all that has been done in this, is not 
by infufing any quality in him, but 1» 
leaving that man to himfelf who had m 
often held out againft God, or b^ 
that judgment on him on earth, wl 
vnft had been his portion in hell. Whereas 
to many others, who are not fo hardened 
in fin, he continueth his chaftifements^ and 
l)y that means bnngs them to reformadon* 
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And wh«n temporaiy affliftions have this 
efFeft upon any, fome of the fathers are of 
opinion, that they fhould be conlidered as 
obje6ls predeftinated to be called from the 
vices of the world ; and, by -patiently fiib- 
mitting to God's will, to be juftified, and 
hereafter eternally glorified : as St. Paul fays 
in the 8th chapter of his epiftle to the Ro- 
mans, at the 29th and 30th verfes : For 
whom he did foreknow,^ he alfo did predef- 
tinate, to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be thetirft-booi among 
many brethren. Moreover, wh^m he did 
predeftinate, them he alfo called ; irhd whom 
he called, them he alfo juftified ; dnd whom 
he juftified, them he alfo glorified. Thefe 
two verfes are a figure or ijpeech called^gra- 
dation, and may be thus underftood ; 
Tllofe whom God did pi^eftinate to fuf- 
fering as wdrthy of his care, them he alfo 
callea to ftftbr a6lually/ by proving them 
with temporal afl[liftions, and whom, upon 
fuch trials, and chaftifements fincerely en- 
fjured, he juftifieth, land approves as his 
eleiSl 5 and thefe he either hath or certainly 
v/ill glorify or reward with eternal glory. 

- By this we are to underftand, that the 
doftrine of predeftination, in a fecondary 
fcnfe, has reference to temporal affliftions, 
as a fubfervierit * means to eternity : by 
fetting- before mankind the folly and vanity 
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of earthly things, and giving us a foretafte 
of the joys of heaven. 

For God, in his difpenfations of mercy, 
often condefcends to awaken mankind from 
a flate of finful and carelefs fecurity, by 
fome calamity or other > by which he in- 
tends that they may have a clearer difcem- 
nieiit of the cmnger of their prefent condi- 
tion j and,' by being renewed in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, may be reformed, and 
have a brighter profpeft before them for the 
future. Such mercy may be confidered as 
a predeftinated call from a life of fin to a 
ftate of holinefs. In a primary fenfe we are 
to'tmderftand, that God has decreed, from 
the foundation of the world, to deliver fome 
from eternal condemnation, and to crown 
thcih' with everlatting blifs> as veffels made 
to honour 3 and this we cannot but own, 
becaufe he knows who are his, and who will 
obey him : yet as the counfels of God are 
fecret to us, let us hope and think ourfelves 
his cleft, when we find his Holy Spirit in- 
fluencing and direfting ' to ' that which is 
acceptable in his fight; let us obey the 
calling, that fo, by God's preventing grace, 
wc may walk religioufly in good works, and 
at length, by his mercy, attain to ever- 
lafting felicity. ' 

■ 
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CHARTER VII. 

Of the Angels. 

AdCORDING to the holv fcriptures, 
the Aneels are thofe fpiritual an4 
immaterial beings, to whom God, in the 
creation, affign^ heaven for their dwelling- 
place. And as, upon account of their 
nature, they are called fpiritsj fo^ from 
their office, they are^ called angels ; becaufe 
they are the meflengers and ambaffadors of 
the Moft High. This is the common n?une 
of all rational fpirits, whom God has made 
good, holy, juft, and blefled; but their 
fall and apoftacy has made a diftinftion, 
for they which perfift in their integrity, are 
called good ; but they which fall from their 
duty, are called bad. 

The evangelift informs us that the Sad-* 
ducees affirmed, there was no refurre6tion, 
neither angel, nor fpirit. But this is 
evidently confuted by tihie many apparitions 
of angels related in the fcripture, efpecially 
in the books of Mofes, that it is wonderful 
their exiftence fliould.be doubted by any 
who acknowledge the divinity of Mofes's 
writings. It is the opinion of fome of the 
fathers, that the denial of the angels is the 
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next to Atheifm ; for they cannot be per- 
^ived but by their operation and office; 
and they are denied becaufe they are not 
vifible : and if that reafon (hould prevail, 
by the fame pretext the being of God may 
p^ alfo denied. 

• But for the Sadducees, a fe£l of the Jew^ 
and confirmed in the faith of the Mofaic 
law, to deny, the angels, whofe vifible ap- 
pearances are fo often related by Mofes, 
mtimates that they were a very abfurd 
and contradiftory fet of people, agreeable 
to the character given them by Jofephus, 
lib. 13th, de bcUo, cap. 12th, 

The fcripture, indeed, does not plainly 
declare that the angels were created by God j. 
only in the 148th Pfalm, the Pfalrrtift 
exhorts all, even the angels, to praife the 
Lord ; and he alfo addeth the reafon, for 
he commanded, and they were created. 
The title of the fons of God being given 
to the angels in the 38th chapter of Job, 
verfe 7th, When the morning ftars fang 
together, and all the fons of God fhouted 
for joy. This epithet could not be at- 
tributed to them, but with refpe6l to thein 
creation. Reafon diftates the fame; be-: 
caufe if the angels were not created by God,- 
then would they be indejiendent of him,i 
and equal with him. / ^ 

G Concerning 
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Concerning the time of the creation of 
the angels^ the opinions of the learned are 
various, the fcriptures being entirely filent 
on this head. Their opinion feems to be 
the mpft probable, who think that they 
were created before the vifible world, and 
were the inhabitants of heaven. And this 
is demonftrable from hence ; becaufe it is 
faid, .the Devil feduced mankind imme- 
diately after the creation : wherefore it is 
manifeft that the bad angels being forfaken 
by God, and as rebels thrown from heaven, 
were deftined to deftruftion. Neither is it 
credible that thofe caeleftial fpirits revolted 
from God within a few days after their 
creation ; nor does it appear to have been 
the rebellion of one, but of many of the 
angels, nor yet the commiffion of one fin^ 
but a continual perfeverance in fin ; as may 
be gathered from thefe texts ; St. John, 8th 
chapter, and 44th verfe; ift epiftle of St. 
John, chapter the 3d ; as well as from 
their grievous and eternal puniftiment, to 
which they are, without hope of pardon, 
condemned. 

Since, iti the holy fcriptures, we are 
convinced that there are fuch beings as the 
angels ; let us next proceed to confider their 
power and office :' and here we muft obferve, 
by the way, that lince their apiollacy they 

are 
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are divided into good and bad; I will 
therefore begin with the former. 

The power of the good angels is very 
great, as we may learn from God's being 
called the Lord of Hofts, and by their means 
and ufing them as his army, to execute his 
judgment. Their power is elucidated in 
their ftupendous and wonderful works. In 
the i 2th chapter of Exodus, we find that 
a fingle angel, in one night, deftroyed all 
llie firft-born of Egypt ; and in the army 
of Sennacherib, one flew an hundred and 
eighty-five thoufand. 2d of Kings, chap. 1 9. 
An angel moved the waters at the pool of 
Bethefda, by virtue of which, whoever 
defcended immediately into it, were cured 
of whatfoever difeafe they had : St. John, 
5th chapter, 2d verfe. And in the A£ls, 
we read that one of thofe good and powerful 
beings opened the iron gate of the prifon, 
and brought the Apoftle St. Peter forth to 
his friends. 

They have influence alfo on the fenfes 
of men, internally and externally. With 
refpeft to the inward fenfes, their power is 
manifeft: from the angel's appearing to Jo- 
feph in a dream. They are often fent by 
the Almighty to admonifli and forewarn 
men in fleep; and, by vifionary dreams, 
bring to their remembrance many things 
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which. they erroneoufly tliink and hope are 
buried in oblivion. 

There are two examples in fcripture 
which illuftrate their power over the ex- 
ternal fenfes : ift, by their bringing a mift 
upon the eyes of the Sodomites, fo that they 
could not find the houfe of Lot : and 2dly^ 
of the Syrian army, that they mi^ht not 
behold Elifha, who was in the midft of 
them. But, great as the power of the holy 
angels is, yet it is fubjeft to the divine will, 
neither can they go beyond the power given 
them by God. — Next I will confider their 
ojfHce. 

Almighty God makes ufe of the good 
angels as miniftering fpirits. ift. They 
are dellined to celebrate the praifes of God 
before his throne ; thus the Seraphims in 
the 6th chapter of Ifaiah, 3d verfe, And 
one cried unto another, and faid, holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of Hofts, the whofe 
earth is full of his glory. Alfo, holy 
David, in the 103d Plalm, fays, Blefs ye 
tlie Lord all ye his angels. And in this 
duty they are ordinarily employed in heaven. 
But they are extraordinarily employed when 
God renders himfelf glorious before moi, 
by feme marvellous work 5 the angels then 
celebrate the praifes of God in the fight of 
mortals, as we are informed they did at the 
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nativity. They were alway ready to per- 
form various offices to our Lord, during 
his abode on earth 5 for when the tempter 
left him, angels came and muiiftered unto 
him : and in his extreme agony there ap- 
peared an angel from heaven ftrengthening 
nim. And our Saviour faid to Nathaniel, 
Verily, verily, I fay unto you, hereafter 
ye fliall fee the heavens opened, and the 
angels of God afcending and defcending 
upon the Son of Man. And, at the end of 
the world, the angels will come foith and 
fever the wicked from among the jufl. They 
execute the judgment and will of God in 
various ways. Either in preferving the 
godly that they come not to harm, or if they 
happen in danger to deliver them from it. 
AUb, to execute the judgments of God upon 
the wicked, as they did upon the Sodomites, 
the Egyptians, and Afl'yrians ; and upon 
King Herod : or by ti'ansferring the fouls 
of the departing faithful into a quiet reft : 
or, laftly, by gathering together the eleft 
from the one end of heaven to the other : 
and, as officers, affifting our Lord in the 
laft judgment Now it is much difputed 
whether an angel is not affigned to every 
perfon from their birth, who is continually 
prefent to them -, and, by divine appoint- 
ment, is their guardian and condu6lor 
tlirough life, And many thjnk that the 
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feying of our Saviour, in the i8th' chapter 
of St. Matthew, verfe loth, helps to cor- 
roborate this opinion. But our Lord did 
not fpeak either of age or fize ; but that 
they were httle in faith. They are not 
called their angels becaufe they are alfigned 
them from their nativity, but becaufe they 
were efpecially appointed by God as a guard 
and prote6tion to them. The whole that 
is meant is this : that the angels in general^ 
tal^e care of the faithful in general. And 
as for the notion that every individual has 
a particular guardian angel affigned them, 
is a matter for which we have no warrant 
from fcripture to affirm ; and the inveftiga- 
tion concerning it is more curious than 
ufeful. It may be among the means that 
God ufes in the adminiftration of providence, 
which watcheth over us every moment of our 
lives ', and to the righteous affords particular 
deliverances and miraculous efcapes, when 
to human underftanding, death feems in- 
evitable : the 3d chapter of Daniel is an 
inftance of this, and a manifell proof of 
the goodnefs of God, who fent an angel, or, 
as fome think, our Saviour, "^ armed with 
divine power, ' to prefer ve three righteous 
perfons from the envy and malice of their 
enemies ; and the fire deftroying thofe who 
took them up, is a fignal mark of God's 
anger upon fuch as execute wicked com- 
mands, 
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mands, who, though the moft mighty men 
in the army, yet had no might to efcape the 
flame at the mouth of the furnace, when 
the other efcaped in the midft of it. And 
the aftonifhing prefervation of Daniel in the 
Lion's den, is another comfortable proof of 
God's care and love for thofe who faithfully 
woflhip and obey him : for the Pfalmilt 
fays, the angel of the Lord tarrieth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them. 

Let thofe illuftrious examples ftir us up 
to a ftedfaft perleverance in religion, which 
will certainly render us objefts of God's 
proteftion and providence here, and worthy 
candidates, for happinefs hereafter. When 
impending dangers threaten and terrify, or 
when the envy and malice of the wicked 
purfue us clofely, yet our mighty deliverer, 
who is an eye witnefs, and knows the 
intents of the heart, is always able and 
willing to refcue us ; or to enable us to 
endure that talk of trials and temptations 
which he thinks fit to lay upon us : and 
hereafter to reward our perfeverance and 
conftancy with a brighter crown of glory, 
iaflly, let the information we receive from- 
the icriptures concerning good angels; and 
every inftance of the prefervation of God 
by their means, make us more and mdrc 
;zealous in his fervice, imtil we fhall have 
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filled up the whole meafure of Chriftian 
duties, and God (hall think fit to tranflate 
us from this world to a bettfer. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

Of wicked Angehy or Devils. 

T' H E do6lrine concerning evil angels, 
or devils, feems neceflkry to be un- 
derftoodfor this reafon, viz. their malice and 
hatred againft God, Chrift, and the church, 
being known 5 and their artifice, power, 
and diligence in belieging us, we may 
become anxious to guard againft their fnares 
and temptations ; and be difciplined in 
thofe weapons which are fufficient to refifl: 
fuch potent enemies. And this is the end 
for which it is revealed unto us in the 
fcriptures concerning thefe evil fpirits, that 
the frequent inftances of their artifice and 
cunning may put us upon our guard againft 
their wUes and folicitations. 

. Since many teftify, both by their words 
and a6lions, that they do not believe that 
there are foul fpirits, or devils ; or, at leaft, 
that they aire not fo dreadful as com- 
jpionly defcribed, I will therefore, firft, 
ftiew the danger of this error, and how the 
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reality of jhofe evil beings may be proved 
from fcripture and from reafon. 

2dly. I will treat of their fin and fall 
from heaven. 

■idly. I will fliew thdr power and in- 
fluence over mankind. 

4thly. Their manner of tempting and 
feducing. 

Firft, then, I am to fhew the error of 
thofe who do not believe there are fuch 
beings as devils : and this was not only an 
error of the Sadducees, who faid there was 
neither refmreftion, angel, nor fpirit ; but 
at this time many are found who think that 
nothing more is meant by the devils than 
our own hifts and paffions, and the de- 
praved thoughts of the heart \ and are un- 
willing to believe that there are any greater 
enemies to human nature than the malignant 
difpofitions of wicked men. In this error 
they continue until they experience the 
mance of thefe fallen angels, and are con- 
vinced that they have been too much under 
the dominion and influence of the enemies 
of their falvation. Left thefe fhould perifh 
in their impiety, and others fhould fall into 
the like error, let them be aflured that there 
are devils; that it may be proved from 
fcripture, from reafon, and from experience : 
that their number is great, that millions of 
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thofe wicked fpirits, armed with malice and 
envy, are difperfed thi'oughout the earth, 
^nd engage in continual conflidl with mor- 
tals 5 and unlefs we eafily yield to their 
aflaults, make our lives a ftate of perpetual 
warfare; 

They are always near at hand, to take 
advantage of our follies and unguarded 
levity ; and they abound in cunning and 
power to tempt, feduce, and betray. 

The fcriptures prove their being, in thefe 
and many other places: ift epiftle of St. 
Peter, 2d chapter, 4th verfe, For God 
fpared not the angels that finned, but catt 
them down into hell. And in the 6th 
chapter of St. Jude, The angels which kept 
not their firft eftate, but left their own ha- 
bitation, he hath referved in chains under 
darknefs until the judgment of the great day. 
We read in Genefis that the devil difcourfed 
with our firft parents in the form of a fer- 
pent ^ that he appeared before Saul in the 
likenefs of the prophet Samuel, at the in- 
ftahce of the witch of Endor. The devil, 
hy this allufion, aflbming the fhape of that 
divine and heavenly man, induced Saul to 
worfhip him 5 which is the end and aim of 
the evil fpirit to all which feek after him. 

In the book of Job, he came among the 
fons of God, and God faid, Whence 
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comeft thou, fatan ? And he anfwered, from 
going to and fro m the earth, and fronn 
walking up and down in it. The whole of 
the antient book of Job, which contains the 
temptations and miferies of that holy man^ 
are a fad proof of the power and exiftenc^ 
of the wicked one. In the gofpel there are 
many inftances of the poflefled of deyils 
being relieved by our Saviour and his apof- 
tles. To thefe teftimonies of holy writ, 
our own reafori and experience may alfo be 
added. Whence is it that the world is fo 
replete with very many and horrid crimes ? 
that many wickedly and wantonly deftroy 
the peace and comfort of themfelves and 
others, through ambition, luft, or co- 
vetoufnefs ? who difregard the reftraints of 
piety, and harden their hearts againft the 
equitable law of human reciprocity ; or the 
Chriftian rule of doing as we would be done 
by 3 and efteem and value nothing but the 
vain purfuit of thofe things which are not 
only unfatisfa6loi7, but leave^a fling behind 
them nev6r to be eradicated. This is, 
without doubt, at the inftigation of the 
foul fiends ; whOj by tempting men to op- 
preliion, fraiid, and every fort of iniquity, 
fill the world with thofe dreadful tragedies 
which are fo often exhibited to the fight of 
the contemplative and ferious obferver. 
Natural reafon alfb inftru6is us of thefe 
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evil fpirits, from our own inward fears and 
feelings : and we may be affured that they 
are always near at hand, to tempt and take 
advantage. 

2dly. I am to treat of their fin and fall 
from lieavcn. 

Now what the fin of the apoftatc angels 
was, is not declared in the holy fcriptures. 
And the fathers and other learned divines 
differ very much in their fentiments con- 
cerning it. Some think their rebellion to 
have been againft God, becaufe they would 
not be fubjeft to the Son of God, by whom 
Jie created all things. And as this pro- 
ceeded from nothing but pride, they there- 
fore alledge pride to have been their crime ; 
and to corroborate their opinion they intro- 
duce this of the loth of Eccl. Pride is the 
beginning of every fin : and another of the 
apoftle. The devil being puffed up with 
pride, was defirous to be called God. Others 
think that they were filled with envy and 
anger becaufe God had made man in his 
own image. But their reafon feems the 
moft probable and beft agreeing with thofe 
texts which are commonly produced to 
prove it, viz. That God had revealed to 
them the myftery of the incarnation, and 
that their pride would not fuffer them to 
be fubjeft to one whofe humility was fo 
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great as to take upon him human nature. 
Ceitainly when this adorable myftery was 
manifefted to the world, and God had 
decreed and eftablifhed it by his own eternal 
counfels, it then became' certain and un- 
changeable, and all inferior beings ought 
to have fubmitted to it, and rejoiced at it; 
The chief of the truth is this, — ^that the 
Son ought not to take upon him the nature 
of angels, but the feed of Abraham, and 
to become man ; and that his whole human 
nature fhould be exalted above jnen and 
angels. Their herefy and fin was, the de- 
nying and difallowing the deity and divinity 
of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. And 
our Lord himfelf fpeaks of the lame thing 
to the Jews, when he fays, in the 44th of 
the 8th chapter of St. John, Ye are of your 
fether the devil. And the lufts of your father 
ye will do ; hit was a murderer from the 
beginning, arid abode net in the truth, be- 
caufe there was no truth in him 5 when he 
fpeaketh of a lie he Ipeaketh of his own, for 
he is a liar and the father of it. If we con- 
fider what it was that caufed our Lord to 
return this fevere anfwer to the Jews, we 
ftiall find it was, becaufe they denied him 
to be the Son of God ; they denied him to 
be the Chrift, the Redeemer and Saviour of 
the World. 

Therefore 
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Therefore as thi? truths to which the 
Jews would not acqukfce, was the truth 
of the gofpel ; fb was it the fame to which 
the devils would not fubmit and agree. The 
denying the divinity and deity of the Son of 
God, we may from hence learn, is a prin- 
cipal and a dangerous, fm, although the 
Deifts of the preJent age may difplay both 
wit and abilities in the avowal of their prin- 
ciples ; yet every perfon who has fmcerely 
inveftigated the divine truth of the gofpel^ 
and finds it agreeable to reafon, muiVpity 
both their ignorance and fin; and every 
Chriftian who feels the mercy of that 
gracious covenant, muft be forry to fee their 
fellow - creatures ambitioufly guilty of a 
crime, for which ( according to many of the 
fathers) the devil and his angels were thrufl: 
from heaven. Their crimie, therefore, was, 
they would not acknowledge and obey the 
Son of God, as Gdd ; and chofe rather to 
leave their firft and blefled abode, than to 
acquiefc^in the humiliating plan of man's 
redemption . 

3dly. I v/ill cofifidei; their power and in-- 
'fluence over mortals; and the various ways 
by which they tempt and feduce us. 

The evil angels have great power and in- 
fluence over the body and mind. For being 
call from heaven into the earth, they ha\'e 

therefore 
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thefeforc no power over cseleftial beings,* 
but only over terrellrial things : and there 
are many inftances and examples of their 
power over mankind, viz. holy Job, whom 
God permitted to be tempted and tormented 
for a trial of his patience and virtue. In 
the gofpel we find they had power to enter 
the bodies of men, and dilT:ra6l their minds. 
But the omnipotent God has limited the 
power of their nature, which is angelical, 
although malevolent, and revengeful to God 
and man. Utterly averfe to every thing 
that tends to the honour and glory of God, 
their continual aim is to injure anddeftroy 
the health and peace of the righteous and 
good ; and to keep the minds of the wicked 
^nd abandoned in ignorance, darknefs, and 
fin. Sometimes Almighty God permits 
them to aflault mankind in a violent and 
external way, that they may be examples to 
others in conftancy and faith. But their 
ufual method, and that by which they. 
tx)o commonly fucceed, • is by foliciting and 
tempting : all their temptation confiits in 
fedu6tion. They cannot compel the mind 
to fin, therefore they kindle the flame by 
applying certain means. Moreover they 
watch and obferve what pafTion a man is 
moft addidled to, and lb apply fuch means 
as are moft fitly fubfervient to excite that 
paflion ; as they ftirred up Judas with the 

hope 
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hope of gain to betray his Lord : and incited 
holy David, through ambition, to number 
the people. Sometimes the devil feizes 
mankind in an unguarded moment, and 
tempts them to commit a fin to Vhich they 
are generally averfe. By the influence they 
have over the animal fpirits, they are always 
ready to fill our minds with wicked and baf e 
tlioughts^ and to raife in our fancies foolifti 
and finful ideas, in the contemplation of 
which if we indulge ourfelves, we Ihall be 
cnfiiared in a labyrinth of fin and forrow. 

They enflame giddy youth and debauched 
age with luftful concupifcence, and tempt 
them to the commiffion of irreparable in- 
juries : they ftir up the ambitious and co- 
vetous, and keep them in a conftant pur- 
fuit of unfatisfadtory joys, until declining 
• age, or the approach of death, bring to their 
rccolleftion former fins and folhes; and 
they, with forrow and remorfe, look upon 
the retrofpeft of a life marked with fraud, 
oppreflion, and every fpecies of wickednefs. 
Satan's power in this refpeft cannot be 
doubted, for he goes about as a roaring 
lion feeking whom he may devour, and nar- 
rowly obferves our foibles and failings. 

Let us keep ourfelves guarded againft the 
blandilhments of the evU fpirits, who, from 
their antient malice, daikcn our minds, 

hide 
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hide the deformity of fin, and paint it in 
the moft inviting colours. Like a deceitful 
enemy, with the flattery of pretended friend- 
Ihip, they tempt us to comply with their 
Solicitations, and having feduced and be- 
trayed us, they leave us to reap the fruits 
of mifery and iiiin. Let not the external 
charms of fin, though ever fo alluring and 
fraught with the moft promifmg delights, 
prevail with you to for fake your duty to 
that beneficent God who is eveiy day con- 
ferring fome new gift, or repeating fome 
former blefllng : who has endued us with 
faculties whereby we may enjoy this life to 
a great degree, and, by a confcientious 
obedience, we may form hopeful expe6l^- 
tions of futurity ; until the commiflion of 
fin vitiates the fenfe of every innocent en- 
joyment, deprives us of happinefs, and 
makes our nights fleeplefs and irkfome 
without the draughts or intemperance and 
. luxmy . So true is the remark of Solomon, 
The fpiritof a man will fuftain his infirmity, 
but a wounded fpirit who can bear ? Put 
on, therefore, the whole armour of God, 
and manfully fight under Chrift's banner, 
againft fin, the world, and the devil : and 
when maturity of years flaall have brought 
you to a fenfe of duty, and an unfeigned 
lorrow for paft fins produced true repen- 
tance, and you fhall have arrived to the 

I happinefs 
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happinefs of a new, regenerate ftate, then 
beware that a compliance with fin does not 
deprive you of the hope of a heavenly inhe-^ 
ritance. Remember, when y6u are inclined 
to commit fin, that it is the devil who 
tempts you, in order to deprive you of im-p 
mortal happinefs, and make you partake 
with him in mifery. Refift the devil, fays 
St. Jatmes, and he will flee from you. May 
God give us fuch a portion of divine grace 
as will enable us to finifli the warfare of this 
life with peaceand comfort, that, by a fted- 
faft perfeverance in holinefs, we may be par- 
takers of the kingdom of heaven, through 
Jefus Chrift our Saviour and Redeemer^ 
Amen. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Of Providence. 

HOLY David comforted himfelf with 
the confideration of God's omni- 
fcience, when his enemies falfly accufed 
him of hypocrify, as one who pretended to 
religion only for the fake of promoting his 
own ambitious defigns againft Saul, whofe 
crown he fought to take away : he therefore 
appeals to God as the proper judge of the 
integrity of his heart, and an efpecial wit- 
nefs of the fincerity of his mind, in pro- 

feffing 
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ieffing him a lover and defender of the true 
iervants of God, and an hater of his 
enemies. And in the conclnfion, after an 
application to have his condu6l infpefled 
and fcnitinized, he invokes the Almighty 
to become his leader and guide to all eter- 
nity. If his thoughts and intentions had 
bean contrary to his great profeflions of the 
love of God, he was certain that the fraud 
could not be concealed j but being touched 
with the falfe reproaches of his enemies, he 
juftifies himfelf m the fight of God, whom 
'he knew was a conftant witnefs of all his 
actions, and to whom he confeffes the very 
.purpofes of his heart to be difcernable. 
Wherefore, in the 139th Pfalm, he fays, 
O Lord, thou haft fearched me out, and 
known me. There is not a word in my 
tongue, but thou, O Lord, knoweft it 
altogether. Such knowledge is too won- 
derful for me -, it is high, I cannot attain 
unto it. Whither fhall I go from thy fpirit, 
or whither Ihall I flee from thy prefence ? 
If I afcend up into heaven, thou art there ; 
if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art 
there. If I take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermoft parts of the 
fea, even there Ihall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand fhall hold me. If I fay furely 
the darknefs fhall cover me, even the night 
ihall be light about me. Yea, the darknefs 

I 2 and 
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and light to thee are both alike. This 
Pfalm contains an emphatical and joyful 
acknowledgment of God's immenfity and 
providence, both which I will at this time 
coniider. 

The immenfity of God is fuch, that he 
can neither be contained in any place nor 
yet excluded from any, but is every where 
prefent after an ineffable and imperceptible 
manner ; infomuch that it is impofTible to 
conceive any place where God is not. In 
this fenfe God fpeaks by his prophet Ifaiah, 
Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 
foot-ftool. And by the prophet Jeremiah, 
Do I not fill heaven and earth ? faith the Lord. 

That God is infinite, and every where 
prefent, is very evident : but the opinions 
of divines are various as to the particular 
manner of his infinity and omniprefence. 
"It is impoflible for our finite and limited 
capacities to underfland, comprehend, or 
conceive it. Yet that the thing is true, that 
he is a6lually omniprefent, we are as certain 
as we are that there mufl be fomething in- 
finite, which no man of confideration at- 
tempts to deny. But whether this infinity 
or immenfity of God is to be attributed to 
his efTence, power, or providence, is a doubt. 
. Some think that this is not to be attributed 
to his efTence, but to his power or provi- 
dence. For they conceive that God dwells 

in 
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lieaven, as being the throne and feat of his 
divine majcfly ; according to many texts of 
fcripture, where heaven is called his throne. 
In the ii5thPfalm, the Pfalmift fays, But 
.our God is in heaven. And our Saviour 
direfts us to make our fupplications in thefe 
words, Our Father which art in heaven. 
They imagine that from this his throne of 
. glory God governs all things, and from 
thence difFufes his power and virtue every 
where, and is prefent with all thirigs ; like 
the fun, who every where difFufeth his light 
and heat by his beams. But if they allow 
God to be every where prefent by his power 
and knowledge, how they can deny it by 
his effence I cannot conceive. 

Again, others more judicioufly determine 
that the divine eflence is immenfe. As we 
read in the book of wifdom, that the fpirit 
of the Lord filleth the whole world : where- 
fore fays the Pfalmift, Whither fhall I go 
from thy fpirit, and whither fhall I flee 
from thy prefence ? From hence we may 
eafily conje6ture in what fenfe we are to 
underftand the omniprefence of God : not 
by his power of ruling as it were by a 
certain quality, but fubftantially by his 
^Ifence. 

How, or in what manner, the Deity is 
ever prefent in all places and at all time§ at 

once, 
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once^ is difficult to be comprehended, unlefe 
It b,e by his divine influence, as obfeiAred 
above. For whereas all finite and created 
)jpijigs can be prefent but in one place at 
once ', the fupreme caufe, oi> the contrary, 
.being an infinite and moft fimple effence, 
and comprehending all things perfectly in 
himfelf, is at all times equally prefent, both 
m his firtiple effence, and by the immenfe 
and perfe6t exercife of all his attributes, 
throughout the boundlefs fpace of im- 
menfity. 

The ufe we fliould make of the immen- 
(ity and omniprefence of God is this, that 
we every where conduft ourfelves carefully 
and reverently, as in the fight of God. The 
belief of the omniprefence of God is the 
foundation of divine worfhip, and a great 
encouragement and incentive thereto ; and 
an efpecial means of deterring men from 
fin, becaufe they know God to be prefent 
t9 all, and the judge of all ; therefore, upon 
mature confideration, they will fear to fin 
in the fight of him who is at once the witnefs 
and avenger of their crimes. He hears our 
fupplications, and knows the difpofition of 
our hearts towards him. — Pfalm 33d, The 
Lord looketh from heaven, he beholdeth all 
the fons of men. From the place of his ha- 
bitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants 
of the earth. 

Nothing 
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Nothing can be more conducive to piety 
and falvation than to confider ourfelves 
always in the fight of God, and in his real 
and immediate prefence. Remember the 
command given to Abraham, I am the 
Almighty God, walk before me, and be 
perfeft. — As if he had faid, Adl in fuch a 
manner as if you imagined me prefent to 
you, and then you will lead a life worthy 
of my prefence, and free from hypocrify. 
. They will be inflated in the eternal prefence 
of God in heaven, who are perfuaded that 
in this world they are continually before 
him, and live under a fenfe of his pierpetual 
providence : and concerning the providence 
of God I will now proceed to confider a few 
particulars. 

Providence is that continued and al- 
mighty work of God by which he governs 
and preferves the univerfe and all that is in 
it, efpecially mankind. He who difallows 
a providence denies God, becaufe he is 
known by his works ; and if they afcrilje 
the fabric of the earth and heavens to blind 
chance, or to the neceflary and natural law 
of fate, fcarce any argument remains to 
convince us of God's exiftence : infomuch 
that the denial of divine providence is but 
one degree from Atheifm. When, there- 
fore, we contemplate the great regularity 
and uniformity of nature, and the good 

which 
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which he caufes to be produced out o( 
various unforefeen accidents, which to us 
.appear fcarcely reconcileable with his other 
attributes, until the event has affured us of 
the contrary, and that the Ruler of the 
World is wife and good. 

The chief means in the adminiftration 
of divine providence are prefervation and 
government. Prefervation is that a6t of 
providence by which he fupports the eflence 
and faculties with which he has endued 
all creatures in that ftate which it is his will 
they Ihould continue in for a certain fpace 
of time. For God gives life, breath, and 
all things ; and in him we live, and move, 
and have our being. 

Government is that powerful acl of God 
by which he rules all things, for his own 
glory, and for the eternal good and welfare 
of man. It extends itfelf to the whole 
univerfe, infomuch that nothing is free from 
the providence, the obfervation, and the 
care of God. The holy fcripture teftifies 
this, enumerating all things fmgly, and 
fubjefling them to thig divine law. Agree- 
able thereto the fun performs his courfe in 
the appointed time, that ib he may commu- 
nicate a convenient heat, tending to the 
fruitfulnefs of the whole earth -, and fitly 
• dividing the feafons into fpring, fummer, 

autumn. 
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autumn, and virinter. The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 'fays the Pfalmift, in tlie 
147th Pfalm ; he chants out the praifes of 
his maker in thefe words : Who covercth 
die heavens with a cloud ; who prepareth 
rain for the eaith ; who maketh grafs to 
grow upon the mountains. He giveth to 
the hart his food, and to die young ravens 
which crv. There is nothing in the world 
jb vile or which God does not take care, 
nor fo fmall for which he does not provide. 

The inference which our Saviour teaches 
us to make from the univerfal care of God, 
is, that if he fo provide for the fmalleft 
part of the creation, he will undoubtedly 
provide for man, whom he hath created in 
nis own image. Therefore, while we do 
our duty, keep in God's fervice, and do 
not forfake him, we (hall be duly provided 
-for : but if we turn deferters, we run the 
hazard of a thoufand hardftiips which 
^attend our rebellious courfes, and difinherit 
oudelves of many bleffings. Let us en- 
deavour then, as much as we can, to free 
our minds of all care, fear, and folicLtude 
about the world. Let us take care to do 
our duty, according to the inftruftion of 
our heavenly Father ; and never in the leaft 
diftruft his providence, but feek firft the 
kingdom of God and his righteoufhefs, and 
.aU outward things (hall be added unto us. 

K As 
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As. v/t have encouragement to look unto 
God for the fupply of all our wants and 
neceffities, it fhould teach us to take no 
unworthy, fordid or difhoneft courfe to 
fupply our wants ; but chearfuUy to de- 
pend on God for. that fupply ; and like- 
* wife to behave ourfelves fo, that we throw 
not ourfelves out of God's proteftion, and 
frojnimder. the care of his providence. 

Let us acquiefce in every thing that God 
thinks fit to beftow upon us ; and he calm 
and refigned even when things do not turn 
out according to our wilh -, and patiently 
fubmit to his affli6ting hand, confidering 
trouble and inquietude as a bleffing and a 
talent ; being manifeft tokens and indica- 
^tions that we are objefts of his care ; whom 
he is pleafed to afflict in this world, to wean 
. us. from the joys and pleafures thereof; 
that we may more eagerly defire heaven, and 
be the better prepared for it. 

How comfortably may we pafs the time 
of our fojourning here on earth, if we only 
refleft that we aire always under the infpec^ 
' tioBL of God ; and if we are careful to 
obey him, he will provide for us, and caufe 
even misfortunes in the end to turn to our 
advantage. But we muft take heed that by 
our fms we do not caufe God to withdraw 
his protefliori from us in this world, and 
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provoke him ib that he will cut us off from 
an inheritance in heaven. If we recolledl 
that we have offended God, let us imme- 
diately, like the penitent prodigaj, repent 
and make our peace with him. And ir we 
are truly forry for what is paft, and refolved 
to forfake our evil ways, and obey God for 
the future, he will forgive us our trani^ 
greffions, for the fake of his Son our Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift. Amen. 



C H A P T E R X. 

; / Of the Incarnation. ' 

WHEN we fet purfelves ferioufly to 
meditate on the myfterioiis and 
gracious circumftance of the incarnation 
of our Lord, we are at once filled with 
^ftonifhment and praife : our hearts exult 
^with gratitude and joyful thankfgiving to 
liim who, for our fakes, and for our falva- 
Tion, came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghoft, and bom o£ 
the virgin Mary. 

The two great myfteries in this article of 
^our faith, are the conception of our Lord 
Tjy the Holy Ghoft, and his being bom of 
^ pijre virgm. And that fuch an extraor- 
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dinajy event fhould come to pafs, ereatly 
amazed even the virgin Mary herlelf, as 
appears by the anfwer ihe returned to the 
falutation of the angel : How fhall this 
be, feeing I jcnow not a man? By 
this aflerrion fhe excluded all men, and 
therefore wondered how this fliould hc% 
how file fhould be able to conceive and 
bring forth a fon. 

The evangelift informs us, that Mary, 
the virgin mother of our Lord, was efpoufed 
to Jofeph ; but before they came together 
fhe was found with child of the Holy Ghofl. 
Now it was the cuftom, in the eaflem 
countries, for the man and woman to be 
efpoufed and betrothed to each other fbme 
time before the confummation of the mar- 
riage. Now Jofeph, to whom the blefled 
virgin was efpoufed, difcovering her preg- 
nancy between the time of the efpoufals and 
the completion of the nuptial ceremony, 
and being a jufl man^ and unwilling to 
make her a public example, was minded to 
put her away privily : but he was better in- 
ftrufted by a fpecial meffage from the Al- 
mighty, and acquainted that her pregnancy 
was caufed by the influence or operation of 
the Holy Ghofl ; and that the child was to 
be no lefs than the Saviour and Redeemer of 
the world. 

The 
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' The maimer of the operation whereby 
the Holv Ghoft efFe6ted the human gene- 
ration or our Lord is difficult for us to com- 
prehend ; and a learned writer* informs us 
that this expreifion of the angel Gabriel is 
of general interpretation : The Holy Ghoft 
fhall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Higheft (hall overfhadow thee. Greater 
intelligence than tliis we cannot receive from 
the divine oracles concerning the concep- 
tion of our Saviour by the Holy Ghoft. 
The ancient fathers, who have well con* 
fidered this facred point of religion, teach^ 
that our Lord was operatively conceived by 
the powei- and virtue of the Holy Spirit 5 
and they alfo tell us that farther knowledge 
in this mftance is not to be acquired. For 
as the prophet fays, who fhall declare his 
generation : a performance fo wonderfully 
fublime cannot be clearly comprehended or 
minutely defcribed by man. 

When the holy virgin thought it im- 
poffible fhe fhould conceive, feeing (He knew 
not a man, and of herfelf Ihe could not 
caufe fuch conception ; the angel gave her 
this fatisfaftoiy anfwer: With God no- 
thing (hall be impoffible. 

From the information of the gofpel, and 
from the doftrines of the fathers, we 
underftand, that it was by the influence, 
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the operation, or overfhadowiilg of the 
HolyGhoft, who is God, that our Lord 
was conceived arid bom of the virgin Mary; 
And this is neceflary to be beUevcd of the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the fins of 
the world : that whatever our original cor- 
ruption may have been, or at prefent is, 
yet there is none in him whom alone God 
has declared to be his beloved Son, and in 
whom he is well pleafed. No fpot of fin 
appealed in this blefied facrifice; the great* 
Redeemer of the world ; who, though he 
affumcd human nature, and humbled him-- 
felf to become flefh, and was like us in all 
things, yet was he without fin, as conceived 
by the Holy Ghoft; 

. adly. I will confider the fecond article in; 
the incarnation of our Saviour, viz. that' 
he was boin of a pure virgin. ^ 

Of the holy virgin who was the mother 
of our Lord, we have little more recorded 
than that her name was Mary, that fhe was 
efpoufed to a man whofe name was Jofeph, 
and that fhe was the perfon of whom the 
Meffiah was born. For thus the holy evan- 
gelift, St. Luke, relates, ift chapter, verfe 
1 6th and 17th. — And in the fixth month 
the angel Gabriel vsras fent from God unto 
a city cff Galilee, named Nazareth, to a 
virgin efpoufed to a man whofe name was 
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Jofeph, of the houfe of David ; ; and the 
virgin's name was Mary. 

This was a name common ^mong the 
Jews at that time, to which the title of the 
virgin is always joined, to diftinguilh the 
mc^er of our Saviour from other women 
of the fame name. And this Mary was that 
perfon of whom, according to the predic- 
tions of the antient prophets, the Meffiah 
was to be bom ; feveral of which declare 
that he was to be the fon of a woman, and 
not of a man. The firfl: promife of this 
wonderful circumftance, Mofes relates, is 
uttered and foretold by the Almighty him- 
felf, in thefe words, The feed of the wo- 
man {hall .bruife the ferpent's head. But 
forbearing to recount other texts which tefr 
tify this miraculous birth, I will mention 
this of Ifaiah, which i^ fufficiently clear : 
Behold, a virgin Ihall conceive and bear a 
fori, .and thou flialt call his name Imma- 
nuel. This prophecy was fulfilled in our 
Lord Jellis Chrift, who was born of a pure 
virgin : for the evangelift relates, that when 
tKc angel, was fent from God to the virgin 
cfpoufed.to Jofeph, and informed her of 
her blefTed ftate, and of her being high in 
the favour of God -, that Ihe (hould con- 
ceive and bring forth a fon, and fhould call 
his name Jefus ; that he was to be great, 
dndtp be called the Son of the Higheft, 

and 
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and of his kingdom there was to be no end; 
When fhe had heard the falutation, fhe wais 
aftpniftied, and faid, How fhall this be, 
feeing I know not a man ? but as the angel 
told her that the Holy Ghoft fhould come 
upon her, and the power of the Higheft 
Ihould overfhadow her ; fo before they were 
come together fhe was found with child of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

Therefore, according to the evangelift, 
the mother of our Lord, fis was predifted, 
was a virgin when (he conceived ; when 
(he was with child of the Saviour of man- 
kind; and when fhe brought forth her 
firft-bom fon. 

If ^y are aftonifhed and objefl: to the 
poffibility of this event, let them only re- 
colle£l this obfervation of the angel at the 
end of his reply to the virgin : — ^With God 
nothing fhall be impoflible. May we aot 
conclude, that that Almighty Being, who 
;ave laws to his people, out of a bufh 
laming with fire, yet remained uncon. 
filmed ; that afforded his people of Ifrael a 
fafe pafTage through the fea ; and led them 
forty years in the wildemefs, feeding them 
with the bread of heaven ; that he could as 
eafily caufe a virgin to conceive, by th? 
power and influence of his Holy Spirit. 

We cannot account for many things that 
happen in the natural world : if, therefore, 

we 
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^e underftand not earthly things, hoW 
ihall (hall we underftand heavenly things ? 
The truth of this gracious and . amazing 
myftery, and the poffibility of a virgin's 
-conception without the concourfe of a man, 
we cannot deny, unlefs we are doubtful of 
God's fupreme power. Our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, then, was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoft, and therefore is called the Son o£ 
God: Lo, a voice from heaven, faying, 
this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleafed. Though he was born of a wo-* 
man, and humbled himfelf to become flefh, 
yet he remained without fin : for had he 
not been pure of all iniquity he could not 
have made our atonement, nor could he 
have performed that great work qf redemp- 
tion. This over-gracious condefcenfion of 
the Son of God is the fource of folid joy to 
all true believers, who faithfully and chear- 
fully clofe with the conditions of that co- 
venant which fpcures their everlafting fal- 
vation. But it affords no delight to thofe 
jperfons whole pride (by the iriftigation of 
our fpiritual advcrfary) is too great to believe 
and affent to any thing which is not within 
the, reach of their underftanding, — They 
therefore difbelieve this merciful event, 
merely becaufe they cannot comprehend it. 

In our prefent ftate we cannot have a 
clear difcernment of the myfteries of God, 

L which 
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which are of too high a nature foi* us dil^ 
tinftly to comprehend during our abode in 
the flefh. 

We can no more account for the daily 
occurrences of providence, than we can for 
the wind ; whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth we know not : no wonder, therefore, 
5iat divine things fhould be beyond our 
capacity. 

Let us, with grateful hearts, be often 
meditating our redemption b^ Jefus Chrift ; 
and be tenacious of the conditions of that 
covenant which will enable us to inherit 
caeleftial joys. Let us adore and believe in 
our Saviour and Redeemer, who, being 
conceived by the Holy Ghoft, and born of 
a pure virgin, is both God and man : whole 
incarnation was foretold dire6lly after thi 
fall of our firft parents, in paradife -, am 
afterwards by many plain and expreffive 
prophecies, all now completely fulfilled. 
Every one who contemplates thefe things 
attentively, will not deny, or doubt, their 
truth, but admire and adore them^— 
will become a pious and a happy Chriftian, 
and will be always ready to join in that 
angelical hymn which founded forth the 
glad tidings of falvation :-^Glory to God 
in the higheft, and on earth peace, good- 
will towards men. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XL 

Of the Holy Ghoji. 

OU R Saviour, after his afcenfion into 
heaven, by his mediation, fulfilled 
his promife, in fending the Holy Ghoft to 
aflift and inftruft the apoftles in the pro- 
mulgation of the gofpel: whereby they 
were enabled to fpeak in languages to which 
they were unaccuftomed, to caft out devils, 
and to do many wonderful works. And 
as the fame Holy Spirit continues to aflift 
and enlighten every true Chriftian, let us 
confider who he is. 

2dly. His operations and offices, and the 
ways in which he aflifts us. 

3dly, The means whereby his afliftance 
may be procured. 

I ft. The Holy Ghoft, as defcribed in 
the fcripture, being joined with the Father 
and the Son, is the third perfon in the 
Godhead, with whom he is alfo mentioned 
and jo'med in the form of baptifm ; for we- 
are all baptized in the name of the Father, 
gf the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. 

Now that tlie Holy Spirit is not a quality 
(» eflence only,, may be evinced fk)m the* 
, ^ ^ hi appellation 
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appellatioii of God, which is attributed to 
him in the fcriptiires y as well as from his 
having affumed, upon certain occafions, a 
vifible fliape. The attributes and titles 
which are given him can be underftood only 
with refpe6l to his perfon and office ; for it 
is his province to teach, govern, and defend 
the church; to appoint apoftles and mi- 
nifter^s and to beftow fpiritual gifts. His 
miffion from the Father ^nd Son, proves 
him to be a c^ftinft perfon ^ fo do likewife 
feis operation and office. 

The meaning of the word Spirit in ge- 
neral is a fubftance which is free from matter, 
and endued with underftanding, aftivity, 
and flrength. 

The Holy Spirit (according to divines 
both antient and modern) is a perfon, that 
is, a fubfiftent and intelleftual being; but 
this is contrary to the opinion of the Soci- 
nians, who imagine that the Holy Spirit is 
only the power and efficacy refident in God, 
or derived from him: but a greater dill:in6tioii 
is made between the Father and the Holy 
Spirit in the fcriptures : for he is defcribea 
as a perfon enjoying perfonal titles, offices, 
attributes, and operations : and furely thefe 
do no way agree to mere efficacy. When 
mention is made of the Holy Ghoft, the 
article ho^ not it^ is carqfuUy and purpofely 
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ufed, as beft agreeing to a perfon; as for 
examples When he, the Spirit of truth, 
fhall come. This ftile of fpeaking declares 
the Holy Spirit's perfonality; and there 
would be no need of this exprfeflion were 
he nothing elfe but the virtue of God. 

The fcripture attributes perfonal offices 
to the Spirit i fuch a leader, a guide, a 
monitor, &c. he fhall lead you into all 
truth; he fhall bring all things to your 
remembrance : thefe and fuch like expref^ 
fions do in no fort agree to divine power 
and efficacy only, but belong to a perfon. 

If we look back into the old teflament, 
we fhall find that the Holy Spirit or die 
good Spirit of God, is oppofed to evil 
fpiritswhich are and muf^ be acknowledged 
of a fpiritual and intelleftual fubflance -, as 
appears from iflSam- 1 6th chap. 14th ver. 
The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, 
and an evil fpirit from the Lord troubled 
him. Now what thofe evil fpirits from the 
Lord were, we may conje6lure from the 
fad example of Ahab in the 2d of Chron. 
1 6th chap. There came a fpirit and flood 
before the Lord, and faid, I will entice him. 
And the Lord faid unto him, wherewith ? 
And he faid, I will be a lying fpirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets, from whence 
jt is evident that the evil fpirits from God 
were certain perfons, even ba4 angels. 

The 
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The nature of the Holy Ghoft may fcc 
beft underftood by that defcription in the 
new teftament given of him by our Lord 
to his difciples, in thefe words; Thecora- 
fortor, which is the Holy Ghoft, whom the 
Father will fend in my name; he will teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, and fhall teftify of me: 
which words contain the defcription of a 
perfon being fent, teaching and teftifying. 

The operations of the Holy Ghoft do not 
only prove him a perfon, but alfo that he 
is diftincl from the Father and the Son, 
He is faid to be the Spirit of the Father and 
to go out or proceed from him; he is 
therefore another from him. For though 
the Father be undoubtedly God, though 
the Holy Ghoft be alfo God, and the fame 
iGod, (becaufe there cannot be two Gods,) 
yet the Holy Ghoft is not the Father. For 
the holy fcriptures do as certainly diftinguifh. 
them in their perfons, as they unite then> 
in their nature. He which proceeds from 
the Father is not the Father, becaufe it is 
impoflible any perfon ftiould proceed from 
hinqifelf ; but the Holy Ghoft proceeds from 
the Father ; therefore he is not the Father. 

-, Befides divers things are attributed to the 
Holy Spirit which do not well agree with 
jj>e Father, viz; that he defcemled and i-efted 

... upon 
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Upon our Lord; I faw, fays St. John, thft 
Spirit defending as a dove, and it abode 
on him. 

He is alfo diftinguifhed from the Son, 
and is called the Spirit of the Son : as out 
Saviour himfelf acknowledges, ill thefe dnd 
many other places : When the Comfdrter, 
.which is the Holy Ghoft, &c. and ag^in. 
It is expedient for you that I go away : and 
again, I will alk the Father; and he flialt 
give you another Comforter. Thefe texts 
prove the Holy Spirit not to be the Son, but 
to be diftincl from him. 

The Holy Ghoft, then, is the third 
perfon in the ever blelTed trinity, proceeding 
from the Father and the Soh, receiving 
divine eflence from both, ^nd equally par- 
taking of the fame Godhead, is therefore 
God. 

Having (hewn who the Holy Ghoft is, I 
will, 2dly, proceed to iliew his offices and 
operations, and the ways in which he 
affifts us. 

As he is the comforter, he teaches, en-^ 
lightens, and comforts the minds of thofe 
by whom he is received : for the foul of him 
to whom the Holy Spirit is given is illumi- 
nated and he difcerns more than mere mortals 
can. The apottle St. Peter was not prefent 
with Ananias and Saphira when they fold 

their 
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their poffellions, except in the fpirit, and 
yet was the deceit ancl hypocrify known to 
him, although there was neither accufe:r 
or witnefs. Wherefore, fays he, hath 
fatan filled thine heart to lie unto the Holy 
Ghoft ? Whilft it remained was it not thine 
own, and after it was fold was it not in 
thiiie owii power ? why haft thou conceived 
this thing in thine heart ? thou haft not 
lied unto men, but unto God. 

A like inftance of the powerful operation 
of the Holy Spirit we have of the prophet 
Eliftia, who, when he had, without fee or 
reward, cured Naaman the leper, his fer- 
vant received the price of him ; and, as he 
thought, fecurely concealed it: but the 
utmoft darknefs and the greateft fecrecy 
cannot hide from the difcernment of thofe 
who are endued with this divine gift. 
Therefore, faid Eliftia to him. Did not my 
heart go with thee ? As though he had faid, 
I was here indeed inclofed in the body, but 
the fpirit which was given me from God 
obferved and knew thofe things which were 
done at a diftance, and declared the words 
that were fpoken elfewhere. Here we may 
perceive how the Holy Spirit enlightens the 
mind, takes away ignorance, and lubftitutes 
knowledge in it's ftead. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit is the greateft 
we can be fupplied with in this world. He 

' . that 



( 89 ) 

that is for us, is greater than he that is 
againft us. Let us then keep ourfelves in 
fuch a fiate as to afford a fuitable habitation 
for the heavenly gueft, and then we need 
not fear the wiles of the devil, the aflaults 
and temptations of his angels or evil fpirits, 
or the deceits and cruel artifices of wicked 
men, his agents. 

The office of the Holy Spirit is both ex- 
ternal and internal. 

The external work of the Holy Spirit is 
apparent by the revelation of the will of 
God, by which mankind in all a^s have 
been inllru6led in the knowledge of eternal 
life. For there have been holy prophets 
ever fince the world began, who were 
enabled to fpeak the mind of God con- 
cerning things prefent and future : and St- 
Peter fays, in 2d epiftle, chap, ift. Pro- 
phecy came not at any time by the will of 
man, but holy men of God fpake as they 
were rtioved by the Holy Ghoft. In the 
fcriptures he is called the Spirit of Prophecy, 
and he guided the apoftles into all truth, 
and by them informed the world of God's 
gracious intentions towards mankind ; and 
therefore he is called the Spirit of Revela-f 
tion. 

His office, internally, is the illumination 
of the fouls of men ; and mercifully opens 
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their hearts fo as to apprehend and receive 
divine truths, and if they are careful to 
retain his continual impreflions, he then 
direfts and governs them m all their aflions, 
that they may perform thofe things which 
are acceptable to God. 

If wc live in tlieipirit, and are quickened 
by his influence, we muft alfo walk in the 
fpirit, following his direftions. And the 
apoftle tells us, that if we walk in the 
fpirit, we fhall not fulfil the lufts of the 
flefh — Gal. 5th chap. i6th verfe. Another 
office is to join us to Chrift, and to make 
us members of that body of which our 
Saviour is the head. For by one Spirit 
we are all baptized into one body — ift Cor, 
1 2th chap. 1 3th verfe. This heavenly mo- 
nitor tempers our inclinations and affec- 
tions to a ready compliance with God's 
commahds, and a hearty refolution to do 
that which is pleafing to him. He alfo 
inculcates thofe pious and amiable virtues 
of foul which are requifite for our well- 
being both here and hereafter. 

3dly. I am to fhew how his afliflance 
may be obtained. 

And this is by prayer and meditation, 
for he is the fpirit of prayer, and his affifl- 
ance is procured by that : he alfo leads and 
dire6b us to it, becaufe he is that bond or 

union 
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union by which our hearts are united to 
' God. The fpiritual conjundlion of our- 
felves with God, is by faith ; which alfo is 
a gift of the Holy Spirit, and is obtained by 
prayer. When incenfe was offered in the 
temple of Solomon, the glory of the Lord 
filled the temple : fo if we offer to God the 
incenfe and facrifice of prayer and praife, 
the temple of our hearts will be filled with 
the glory of the Holy Spirit. Let us, then, 
admire the mercy and gracious goodnefs of 
our God : the Father promifes to hear our 
prayers, the Son intercedes for us, and the 
Holy Ghoft prays in us. Let us not refift 
the holy impulfe, but be always ready to 
receive this heavenly gueft : and let us keep 
ftridl watch over our thoughts, words, and 
a6tions, left our condu6t be fuch as prevents 
his abode with us. And may this fame 
Holy Spirit who infpired the prophets, and 
was fent to the apoftles, and was, and is, 
direfting to all Chriftians who fincerely 
defire his aid and co-operation ; may he alfo 
enable us to bring forth fruits worthy of 
his facred influence : for which caufe he is 
fent from the Father, through the intercef- 
fion of the 5on, to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Cf the Trinity. 

WHEN we are admitted into the 
rights and privileges of the Chrif- 
tian rehgion, we are baptized in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
.Ghoft. Thefe three ever - blelfed perfons 
eonllitute that benign and merciful Deity 
which we call God; And although the 
fcriptures teach us that there are three per- 
fons in the Godhead, y?t we are not to un-n 
derftand that there are three Gods, but 
three perfons in one God. Had our Saviour, 
who is the Son of God, not been equal with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoft, he woulcl 
not have direfted his apoftles to baptize all 
nations in his name, equally with the other 
two ; and if he had been inferior to them^^ 
he would not have commanded himfelf ta 
be worfhipped as God. For why (hould 
our Saviour defire all nations to enter inta 
the covenant of falvation with himfelf and 
the Holy Ghoft, equally with the Father,, 
if they were not to be worfhipped, as God^ 
equally with him. 

Thus in the new teftame^t our Lord and 
his apoftles teach us to pay homage and 
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edoratioh to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
as the only one true and living God, 

There is no reafon why any Ihould objeft 
to this doftrine qF the trinity, fince a plu- 
rality of perfons in the Godhead fo plainly 
appears by abundance of texts in the old 
teftament. Firft, from thefe words, in the 
jft chap, of Genefis, and the 26th verfe, 
J^et us make man in our own image. And 
again in the 3d chap, and 2 2d verfe, Adam 
is become as one ot us. And again in the 
nth chap, and 9th verfe, And Jehovah 
faid, Come let us go down and confound 
their language. Thefe texts, and many 
others which might be produced, clearly 
declare a plurality of perfon§. And being 
the words of God, we muft, as St. Hilary 
admonifhes, learn from God himfelf what 
we are to underftand concerning him. We 
cannot be miftaken if we fpeak and think 
of God in the fame manner as he himfelf 
does. Therefore, when the Divine Being 
Ipeaks of himfelf in tl:e plural number, we 
certainly cannot do wrong, if we believe a 
plurality in the Godhead. But it may be 
obje6led that it always has been cuftomary 
for kings and great princes to fpeak of them- 
felves in the plural number, no wonder 
then that God, who is the mighty Ruler of 
the Worldj fhould ufe this form of fpeech. 
To this I ^nfwer, that this was not the 
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cuftom of the Hebrews, neither does this 
way of fpeaking appear to be ufual in their 
language ; for, in the fcriptures, all edifts 
of kings and princes are publifhed in the 
fingular number. 

It is alfo imagined by fome, that God 
might addrefs himfelf to fome of the 
heavenly inhabitants, as to the angels; 
when he faid, Let us make man, &c. But 
this error is Ibon done away when we take 
notice, that man was not made in the like- 
nefs of angels, but in the likenefs of God'; 
And God laid, let us make man in our own 
image after our likenefs. 

When the devil tempted and perfiiaded 
our firft parents to eat of the forbidden 
tree, he did not lay, ye fhall be as angels, 
but, ye fhall be as Gods. And after their 
tranfgreflion, we read in the 3d chapter and 
2 2d verfe, God faid, behold the man is be- 
comQ as one of us. I willadd one or two 
texts more in proof of this fubjeft : Gen. 
19th chapter, 14th verfe, — And the Lord 
rained brimftone and fire from the Lord out 
of heaven. Pfalm iioth, 19th verfe, — And 
the Lord faid unto my Lord fit thou on my 
right hand, &c. Thus from the holy fcrip- 
tureis it appears that there is a plurality of 
perfons in the Godhead. 

We may alfo, in proof of this, obferve, 
that the word Elohim, which is the hebrew 

for 
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for God, is the plural number. In the be- 
ginning Elohim created the heaven and the . 
earth. By this we perceive that the Deity 
confifts or more perfons than one. 

Now if we are, from the above citations, 
convinced of the plurality of God, we muft 
confider next, of how many perfons the 
Godhead confifts ; and many places of the 
old teftament intimate and declare that they 
are three, and neither more or lefs. Pfalm 
33d, verfe 6th, — By the word of the Lord 
the heavens were made, and the hoft of 
them by the fpirit of his mouth. Here we 
fee that the Lord, his Word, and his Spirit, 
are noted to be the maker of the world. 
But again, in Ifaiah, 48th chap, verfe i6th. 
Now the Lord God and his Spirit hath fent 
me. Here alfo is mention of the three per- 
fons of God: one being fent, and two 
fending. 

If we look into the new teftament, there 
is a clear manifeftation of the trinity, ift. 
Jn the baptifm of Chrift, 3d of St. Matt, 
verfes 16th, 17th. Where the Father ap- 
peared by voice, the Son in human Ihapc, 
and the Spirit as a dove. Therefore we are 
ordered to baptize in the name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 

There is alfo a revelation of this myftery 
in our Saviour's fending the Holy Ghoft to 

the 
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the apoftles. When the Comforter is come 
' whom I will fend unto you from the Father; 
even the Spirit of Truth. The three perfons 
are here diftin6lly mentioned, viz. The 
Holy Ghoft who is fent, the Son of God 
who fends him, and the Father from whom 
he is fent. St. John, in his firft epiftle^ 
5th chapter, fays. There are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three are one» 

Many more texts from the fcriptures of 
the old and new teftament might be cited 
to confirm the truth of the three perfons 
in one God. If therefore we beheve the 
fcriptures, we catinot fail to have faith in 
this important point of religion. From 
what we have here before us, we may infer, 
that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, are 
three perfons in one nature. The divine 
nature is the Godhead itfelf, and thefe 
three ever-bleffed perfons fubfifting in that 
Godhead. With a little confideration the 
holy trinity is not fo myfterious as many 
imaging, even in thefe days of our flefh, 
when we do, as it were, fee through a 
glafs darkly, in comparifon of the manner 
in which it will hereafter appear to us. 
In the mean time let us make our prayers, 
and ferve and obey that great Almighty 
Being, to whom we have engaged ourfelves 
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by baptifm ; and give praife and glory to 
Father, Son, ami Holy Ghoft, as the only 
true and living God. 
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PART II. 

Of the Duties of the Christian 

Religion. 



CHAPTER I. 

Of Piety. 

THE things which pertain to God, and 
his worfhip, are diftinguifhed by the 
name of piety, or godlinefs : in like manner 
as our duty towaids our neighbour is con- 
tained unaer the names of juftice and cha- 
rity : and that towards ourfelves is called 
temperance. 

It is the firft of thefe, viz. piety, which 
I have here attempted to delineate. Piety 
by many is faid (and that juftly ) to denote 
the whole Chriftian religion, becaufe that 
is a doftrinc according to godlinefs, and 
the whole duty which God requires of us, 
under that appellation; according to St* 
Paul, who fays, in the 4th chapter of his 
firft epiftle to Timothy, Godlinefs is pro- 
fitable unto all things, having the promife 
of the life that now is, as well as that which 
is to come. 

N2 I» 
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V 

In all things our duty towards God 
ought to be regarded as our principal end ; 
whom indeed we ferve and obey by dif- 
charging the offices of juftice and charity 
due to our neighbour. 

Piety, or the worftiip of God, is bene- 
ficial in procuring the health and peace of 
the foul, and hi promoting and increafing 
the reward of future glory. ' It is alfo a pro- 
bable means, by our example, to bring 
others over to the faith and belief of thole 
things which make for our falvation. In 
ftiort, it's ufes are very many, and may be 
faid to be the fountain from whence all 
virtues flow. Hence St. Aguftine defines 
piety to be the true worlhip of the true 
God 'y all the duties of good living being 
derived from it. 

In piety the Emperor Theodofius placed 
the felicity of a Chriftian, and at his death 
recommended nothing fo ftrongly to his 
fons, as that they fliould preferve true 
piety; becaufe from the praftife thereof 
peace and all good things come. . If hap- 
pinefs and comfort do not refult from vir- 
tuous aftions, is it to be fuppofed that they 
accompany a life of wickednefs ? for that 
is a condition which is feldom free from 
internal corroding refledlions, that are hard 
to be flifled even in the greateft profufion of 

worldly 
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worldly fplendoiir. But it may be objefted, 
that pious perfons are oftentimes poor and 
milerable, linger out their earthly courfe in 
a needl) fubliitence, or perhaps die for 
want. To this I anfwer, that it now and 
then, nay frequently, happens ; but then 
God fully compenfates their deficiency of 
wordly joys, by fupplying them with fpi- 
ritual gifts, and filling their iftinds with 
comfortable hopes of eternal delights. 

True piety confifts in the fincere worihip 
of God, and in promoting his honour and 
glory. Alfo, in the love of our neighbour, 
having a heart always difpofed to execute 
thofe offices which Chrittianity and huma- 
nity diftate. And in regard to ourfelves, 
it confifts in temperance, in the denial of 
worldly things, and in fubduing our paf- 
fions. St. Paul, in his ift epiftle to Tim. 
I ft chap, and 27th verfe, fays. Pure reli- 
gion and undefiled before God and tlie 
Father is this, to vifit the fatherlefs and the 
widows in their affli6lion, and to keep* 
himfelf unfpotted from the world. 

There are fome who argue, that piety is 
inconfiftent with the bufinefs and pleafures 
of life, which things are fo neceflary to our 
well-being here : theyalledge, that it takes 
^p too much of their time and thoughts 5 
that) it fits heavy upon the fpirits, is an 
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obftruftion to fuccefs in commercial affairs^ 
and renders them unfit and unacceptable to 
fociety and good company. But this plea 
is foon confuted, by conlidering the objedl: 
of our piety , and the means propofed by it, 
and contained in it. 

The obje6t of our piety or devotion is 
that Divine Being who has revealed himfelf 
in the fcriptures^ manifefted himfelf by his 
works of creation and providence, wha 
made heaven and earth, by whofe goodiiefs 
we enjoy the genial warmth and fruitfulnels 
of fpring and fummer, and by whofe power 
we experience the awful horrors of wmter ; 
it is that God who made a covenant with 
Abraham and his pofterity, who delivered 
the Ifraelites from the Egyptian bondage^ 
who made known his will to them in the 
law and the prophets, and, by the merciful 
a6t of redemption, has put it in the power 
of his creatures to obtain falvation and an 
heavenly inheritance upon moft gracious 
terms, eafy and neceflary to be obferved for 
the peace and happinefs of fociety. The 
means contained in piety, and the end pro- 
pofed by it, are promifes of a quiet life 
here, and an eternal reft with God in 
heaven. Whatever frightful and abfurd 
notions men may entertain of religion, and 
of the reftraints that a virtuous life puts 
them upon witLrefpect to worldly pleafures, 

yet 
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yet they are groundlefs and without foun- 
dation : for fo far is piety from obftrufting 
the joys and comforts of life, that it enables 
us to enjoy life to greater perfeftion. 
Neither does it retard the fuccefs of our 
temporal affairs, for it's precepts enjoin 
truth, juftice, moderation or temperance ; 
virtues which not only are apt to beget 
reverence and refpe6l from all with whom 
wo have intercourfe, but likewife are a na- 
tural means of profperity and fuccefs. 
Moreover the praftke of piety and virtue 
is the end we were fent into the world for, 
that fo we may be qualified to enter upon 
that ereat and bleffed eftate in heaven, for 
which God has defigned us. Unfpeakablc 
and tranfpoiting pleafures cannot fail to 
ipring up in the minds of thofe perfons 
whole conduft gives them hopes that they 
are in God's favour^ and have a fair prof- 
peft for happinels in the other world. Un- 
utterable mufl be the jpys of their hearts^ 
when they contemplate that they are foon 
to afcend up into heaven, to be received 
with congratulation by their Saviour into 
the friendfliip of the powerful Monarch of 
the World, to be prefent with and to be 
known by angels and archangels, and that 
their continuance there is to be for even 
Such meditations (which confcious inno»- 
cence always produces) will difpel far off 

the 
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the gloom of death, the fear of judgment, 
and the terrors of eternal miferyj they 
make a man refignedto all the circumftances 
of life, moderate in profperity, and patient 
in adverfity. 

But it is not fo with the wicked, and 
thofe who feek for fatisfa6lion and delight 
in temporal things, and on them beftow 
their attention and time. Unhappinefs, 
vexation, and pain, are at the end of all 
their purfuits ; and they find the higheft 
terreftrial joys to be mixed with evil. Pure 
happinefs is not to be attained in our pre- 
fent ftate : yet when we behold the pro(- 
perous man of the world, in whofe coun- 
tenance we think we can difcern fymptoms 
of comfort and content, we fondly pro- 
nounce him happy, and think him to have 
arrived at the height of his wifhesr But 
if his pampered appetites have folely em- 
ployed his care, and he has fought nothing 
higher than thegrofs pleafures of this world, 
we may be fure our judgment has been too 
hafty. If the fervice of God has not been 
his conftant care and chief delight; if 
wickednefs has filled up the greateft part of 
his time, hindered him paying the incum- 
bent debt of praife and glory to his maker, 
and of preparing for ftiturity ; if he has 
lived neglectful of thefe things, we may be 
certain that he fufFers from the-fuggellions 
of his own mind. The judgment we pafi 
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Upon the happincfs or unhappinefs of others 
from the fanguine look of their complexion, 
or from outward appearances of any fort, 
is rafti and fallacious. Alas ! we know 
not how fad and heavy a heart many a man 
carries under a fair outfide. Solomon fays, 
the heart knows its own bitternefs, and a 
llranger does not intermeddle with it's joy. 

The very recoUeftion that we have of- 
fended God, and neglefled our duty to him, 
is fufficient to deftroy our peace of mind : 
and unlefs it is timely repented of, and re- 
linquifhed, it will embitter every earthly 
delight 3 and, at laft, entirely eradicate 
all happinefs. 

True pleafure is only to be found in the 
walks of piety and virtue, for the thoughts 
and practices which proceed from their in- 
nocent diftates, leave no remorfe or fling 
behind them. Laftly, let us obferve that 
piety is fituated in the heart, and inwardly 
a6hiates the inclinations and frame of mind -, 
and that it fhews itfelf outwardly by a wil- 
ling obedience to ferve God, to fhew forth 
his praife and gloiy, and to do every Chrif- 
tian duty to mankind, for our Lord Jefus 
Chrift's fake, the mediator of the new co- 
venant. And may God grant that we 
may be partakers of the bleffings promifed 
thereby. 

O CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER II. 

Of Faith. 

F^AITH is the believing fuch things as 
reafon and arguments merely human 
could never have made clear to us. It is 
the embracing with a chearful readinefs 
whatever diibenfation God is pleafed to 
make to mantind, with a full refolution to 
perform and praftice accordingly. And of 
all the difpenfations of religion that God 
has vouchlafed to the world, the Chriftian 
revelation informs us the moft clearly of our 
duty towards God ; and upon what terms 
he will accept or rejeft us at the laft day. It 
alfo direfts us how we are to demean our-^ 
felvcs towards our neighbour and ourfelves ; 
and if we have faith in the gracious cove- 
nant of the gofpel, we are fatisfied that we 
have it in our power fb to a6l as to procure 
for ourfelves an eternal blefling. 

The profeflion of the Chriftian religion, 
without faith, will be of no avail, and will 
not entitle us to any of the benefits Chrift 
has purchafed for us : for not being pof- 
fefled with a firm belief of what is therein 
contained, we cannot be faid to have faith ; 
and our duties of adoration as not coming 

from 
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from the heart, are not fincere ; therefore 
not acceptable to God, or efFeftual to 
falvation. 

Though faith is the fubftance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not feen, 
yet we are to proceed upon rational grounds; 
and therefore we are not left deftitute of 
tefthnonv fufficient, both inward and out- 
waid, to induce our belief. God has not 
left himfelf without witnefs : he teftifies to 
the truth of what we believe, by that in- 
ward light and fatisfadlion we enjoy in 
believing. He teftifies to it outwardly by 
thofe probable arguments and motives of 
credibility which engage the aflent of im- 
partial and confidering men. So that 
although the obje6l of our faith does not 
come to us with the evidence of fenfe and 
demonftxation, yet there are fo many cir- 
cumftances of probability as give us the 
higheft degree or moral afliirance, and fuch 
as every confidei-ate man muft confefs it 
unreafonable to miftruft or deny. 

The faith that is required of us, is that 
of tfee Chriftian religion; and perhaps, 
from the following obfervations, we may 
think it reafonable to aflent to it's doftrines. 

When we are convinced and acknowledge 
that it is the duty of man to worftiip and ferve 
God according to his divine will, it is ne- 

O 2 ceflary 
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ceffary that we have faith in, and conform 
to, the revelations he is pleafed to make.^ 
The patriarchs, and thofe who lived under 
Mofes's law, believed their inftitutions and 
ceremonies to be prefcribed by the Lord 
himfelf ^ and accordingly ftri6lljr obferved 
them. It is by faith in the Chnftian reli- 
gion that we hope to be faved ; a religion 
whofe inftitutes and precepts are altogether 
reafonable and necelFary; enjoining piety 
towards God, and juftice and morality to- 
wards our neighbour. The things whereof 
our faith and belief is required are prin- 
cipally thefe, viz. that piety and virtue will 
gain the approbation and the favour of God, 
and hereafter, be rewarded with eternal 
glory : and that fin and wickednefs will 
incur the wrath of God; and that, per- 
fifting therein, he muft inevitably be trans- 
ferred into that titter darknefs, where is 
weeping and gnafhing of teeth. Whoever 
is polTefled with a belief of thefe things will 
be, careful fo to a6l as he may not be de- 
prived of the inef^imable joys of heaven, 
and will not permit any bait of pleafure to 
entice to thofe things for which he muft here- 
after pay fo dear. This then is the belief 
to which Chriftianity requires our aflent, 
faith, and praftice : infuring peace and a 
good confcience in this life, and, in th^ 
next^ a happy immortality. 

CHAPTEIL 
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CHAPTER III. 

Of Hope and Truji in God. 

WHOEVER has a firm hope and 
confidence in God, endures with 
chearfulnefs the affliftions incident, to this 
life ; and is enabled to bear the worft things 
that can befal him, with fortitude and 
patience. The troubles and difquietudes 
which make miferable the irreligious and 
profane, and caufe them to fink under their 
burden, do, on the contrary, enliven the 
hearts of thofe who truft in God, and con- 
firm their belief of his interpofition in 
earthly occurrences ; that a fparrow does 
not fall to the ground without his know- 
ledge, and that the hairs of their head arc 
all numbered : thus fatisfied of his provi- 
dence, they are contented and happy in all 
conditions. But as I have undert^en to 
explain the doftrines, duties, and precepts- 
of the Chriftian religion, it may be expefted 
that I fliould give you the definition of this 
fubjedt. 

Hope, then, in a religious fenfe, is the 
expeflation of fome future good, to be ob-i 
tained from God, through Chi ift y whereby 
the mind is ftpengthened and fupported in 

trials 
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trials and temptations, the anxieties of life 
diminiftied, and faith in the divine promifes 
confirmed. It is a principal part of religion ^ 
for thus fays the Pfalmift, in the 37th 
Pfalm, and 3d verfe, Hope in the Lord and 
do good ; dwell in the land and feed on 
faith. 

Next let us confider it's advantages, 
which are many. — Hope;, and truft in God 
incline us to piety and devotion towards 
him 3 and make us fearful to offend him 
whom we efteem our benefaftor, proteftor, 
and deliverer. By the apoflle it is called an 
anchor of the fbnl : for as a fhip is flaid by 
it's anchor from tempefls, and guarded 
agatnft rocks and fhallows j fo hope pre- 
fcrvcs our fouls, left they fhould be over- 
come and feduced by the temptations or 
blandilhments of the world. A reliance on 
and refignation to the difpenfations of pro- 
vidence, produce ferenity of mind, and 
freedom from anxiety, which exceedingly 
tontribute to the length and felrcity of lrfe\ 
if troubles befet us, or difficulties occur in 
bulinefs, both which are very common ; if 
cither of thefe happen, and are within our 
power to remedy, the chearf ul refigried man 
fets himfelf in good eameft to remedy and 
overcome them ; and inftead of giving way 
to a deje6led defpondeney, does die utmoft 
he can, by prayer and exertion, to better 

his 
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his condition ; and not only patiently, but 
pleafantly, with philofophic heroifm, wades 
through the difficulties. Whereas the man 
whole whole dependance is on the world, 
and whofe truft is not in God, inftead of 
bearing his affli£tions and misfortunes with 
patience, greatly increafes them, by his 
anxiety and foreboding fears. 

The evils of life which are out of human 
abilities to remedy or prevent, are pioufly 
and calmly endured by thofe who wifely 
confider, that whatever God does is beau- 
tiful in it's feafon. They have a firm faitli 
that God knows what is beft and fitteft for 
/ them. 

Hope and truft in God is not only a 
duty we ought not to negleft, but alfo that 
which we fhould do for the fake of our own 
quiet and content; it being a certain 
method to acquire true happinefs, either in 
a profperous or an adverfe ftate. Whoever 
believes the exiftence of God, and that the 
world is governed by his almighty wifdom, 
is fatisficd that whatever befals them is by 
his approbatioii and dire6lion : and altho' 
he may now be unable to reconcile the fur- 
prizing events that often happen, with 
God's gracious goodnefs ; yet the time will 
fhortly come when he will be convinced that 
his condition and circumftances were fuch 
as beft conduces to our eternal welfare. 

Let 
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Let us never give way to defpondency of 
heart, but always have hope and truft in 
God 3 for that is an expreffive teftimony of 
our (incerity towards him, and therefore 
our worfhip and fei'vice will always be ac- 
ceptable in his fight. For whofo putteth 
his truft in the Lord, mercy embraceth him 
on every fide. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Of Charity. 

AMONG the theological virtues, 
charity, although the laft in order, 
yet is the firft and the greateft with refpedl 
to it's ufes and profitablenefs ; becaufe it is 
the bond of perfeftion, and the fulfilling of 
the law. Charity, or love, is that affec- 
tion of the heart by which God is preferred 
before all things : whom the righteous and 
devout efteem their chiefeft good and 
greateft joy 3 to whom all their defires flow, 
and all the thoughts and intents of their 
hearts are inclined. 

From a confideration of the love of God 
towards us, we are excited to a return, and 
to declare our love and charity for God, by 
a6ls of kindnefs and affection to our bre- 
thren. 
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thren. The innumerable benefits which 
God beftows upon us, forces us to love and 
adore fo munificent a benefadlor. Where- 
fore St, John writes, in his firft epiftle, 
4th chap. This is love, or charity, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us. 

Charity, or giving alms to thofe that are 
in want, is an indication of our love to 
God, and is therefore profitable to our fal- 
vation : but if it proceeds from pride and 
oftentation, from a vain defire of being 
thought liberal, it will be of no avail to us. 
That is true charity which fprings and 
grows out of a true love to God, and for 
his fake difcovers itfelf in a6ls of bounty to 
men ; in feeding the hungry, and clothing 
the naked. 

But it may be faid, that people may 
beftow alms upon diftrefled objedls from 
motives of humanity only 5 without any 
view of gratitude to God, or any defire of 
making a return to him for the bleffings 
they enjoy : for it is affirmed by fome that 
it is impoffible for a human being to fee a 
fellow - creature, languifhing and pining 
away for want, pale with hunger, or 
pinched with cold, or labouring under a 
lore difeafe, and not contribute to their 
relief. To this I anfwer, that thofe perfons 
who do not retain a grateful fenfe of God's 

P love 
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love for man, and have not in themfelvcs 
a fpiiit of love and devotion to God, will 
have no compaflion for their fellow-crea- 
tures ; their hearts are hardened againft aU 
tender feelings for diftrefs and afflj6tion, 
though prefent to their fight in ever fo 
fhocking a fhape or direful circumftances . 
Infidelity and inhumanity are united com- 
panions in the breads of the impious and 
cruel. 

Indeed charitable things may now and 
then be done by fome who have a profpeft 
of worldly advantage 3 but God, who knows 
the fecrets of the heart, marks their deceit, 
and difdains the hypocrite. 

True charity proceeds from the love of 
God, and ftiews forth itfelf in love towards 
mankind ; in feeding the hungry and cloth- 
ing the naked, and in making a proper ufe 
of the talents God has beftowed. A right 
and proper ufe of this world's goods, cwi* 
fifts in diftributingthem (like good ffewards, 
with reafon and difcretion) to the needy and 
diftrefled; and providing and fuflaining 
God's creatures. 

Thus have I fhewn you what charity is ; 
I will next confider who are the bbjeats of 
t:harity. — And they are the poor in 2;encral, 
the diftreffcd and afflifted of every ^nomi- 
nation : but among them there may be a 
difference and diftindUon made* 

The 
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The aged and infirm claim the firft: fliare 
in this amiable duty; who are unable, 
through length of days, to fupport them- 
felves by labour, and therefore muft become 
dependant upon the provifion made by the 
laws of our country, or the charity of the 
pious and humane. 

The fatherlefs and widow, who,^ by the 
relentlefs ftroke of death, have been deprived 
of the only prop and fupport of the family -, 
tliefe fliould be the next in our care and 
concern for God's creatures : here mifery^ 
fbrrow, and want abound with all poffible 
feverity ; their only joy and comfort is gone ; 
and they, helplefs and forlorn, are expofed 
to the infulting world, unable and unfit to 
contend with and endure the united aflaults 
of reproach, cruelty, and diftj^^fs : thither 
then let the merciful hand of charity be 
ftretched forth to their proteftion and relief. 
Next, let not the ftewards of God, to whom 
he has committed the talent of riches, over- 
look the helplefs and indigent orphan; 
whofe parents, by divine decree, are hur- 
ried from terreftrial fcenes, and not allowed 
^o perform for their child the fond parental 
duties. 

Again, when ficknefs vifits the family of 
the labourer, or poor mechanic, who in 
their better days of health and vigour jcan 
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only procure a fcanty fubfiftence, they then 
become pitiful objects, and needy claimants 
of charity and kindnefs. 

Since I have taken upon me to give fbme 
hints by way of exhortation, and to Ihew 
wherein this duty for the love and gratitude 
we have for the creator may be profitably 
* teftified and praclifed towards his creatures : 
I hope therefore it may not be took amifs, 
if 1 folicit for a fet of people who are feldom 
thought fit objefts of companion, viz, the 
common beggar : but here reafon and dif- 
cretion fhould be ufed to prevent impofi- 
tions. 

Firfl, then, the aged beggar, who, tot- 
tering under a load of years, and trembling 
with poverty and diflrefs, feems to demand 
pity and charity from the moll obdurate 
neart. 

2dly. The poor foldier or failor, who, 
in the fervice of their country, have lofl 
their limbs, fhould never be unfeelingly 
ipurned from the door ; but we fhould moft 
readily contribute to their relief, and never 
fhould we fhut our bowels of compaflion 
from them : for we mufl do violence to our 
own feelings before we can refufe to alle-r 
viate the diflrefs of the mangled foldier or 
feaman. 

The fmall relief which the poor men-* 
4icant requefls perhaps may be fpared with- 
out 
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'out much inconvenience, as it is difficult 
to difcern impofitions, and hard to deny 
fo trifling a demand to a fellow-creature, 
who equally bears the image of his maker, 
and is alike endued with an immortal foul, 
and for whom our bleffed Redeemer fufFered 

for their reconciliation. 

< 

Within the precin6ls of our own parifhes 
we may always know who are proper obje6ls 
of pity and compaflion; let us therefore 
never turn our backs upon the poor, or 
with a fcornful, imperious air, fpurn from 
the door thofe to whom our Saviour, during 
his abode on earth, fhewed the moft affec- 
tionate kindnefs -, left the flri6left injunc- 
tions for their proteftion, and denounced 
the fevereft threats agaijifl their perfecutors 
and oppreffors. In the 6th chapter of St. 
Luke he gives this command and promife. 
Give, and it fhall be given to you again ; 
good meafure prefTed down and fhaken to- 
gether, and running over. For with what 
-meafure ye mete it Ihall be meafured to you 
again. And in the 5th of St. Matthew, 
Bleffed are the merciful, for they fhall obtain 
mercy. St. James denounces this threat, 
in the 2d chapter of his epiille. But he fhall 
have judgment without mercy, that hath 
fhewed no mercy. In the parable of La- 
Sjaiiis, unkind and haughty treatment to 
the poor is grievoufly reproached and dread- 
fully 
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fully puniftied. Let us then, as good and 
faithful difciples, after the example of our 
divine Law-giver, abound in love and cha- 
rity one to another ; and in particular be 
always ready to affift and help thofe who 
ftand in need of proteftion. We cannot 
do a more acceptable fervice to God than 
this J nor can we fhew greater tokens of ©ur 
love and fidelity to him, than by beneficence 
to our needy brethren. St. Paul tells us. 
That pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this ; to vifit the fatherlefs 
and widows in their affliftion, and to keep 
himfelf unfpotted from the world. If we 
truly love God we fhall alfo love our fellow- 
creatures, who aie his image. And as we 
are continually receiving innumerable and 
;reat benefits from our almighty Benefa6toi% 
let us fhew forth our gratitude and thank- 
fulnefs by charity, which, the apoflle fays, 
covers a multitude of fins ; fo may we hope 
that as we have had compaflTion on others, 
God will be merciful unto us, and forgive 
us our fins. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Of Humility. 

HUMILITY, (as St. Bafil teachesO is 
a virtue that proceeds from a modeft 
opinion of ourfclves ; and an abhorrence of 
that notion which arifes from a vain efteem 
of our own abilities; and in thinking 
others to be fuperior to us. 

St. Auguftine makes humility to be twor 
fold. I ft, that by which a man humbleth 
himfelf in confeffing his fins, and no.t pro- 
feffing himfelf to be righteous. In which 
fenfc this laying of our Saviour's is under- 
ftood ; Whofoever exalteth himfelf (hall b^ 
abafed, and he that humbleth himfelf ihajl 
be exalte4. The other is, that by which * 
man is humbled by fome tribulation oi* de* 
jeftion, which he may perhaps bring upon 
himfelf through his pride, or it may be that 
wherein he may be exercifed as a trial of liijs 
patience ; according to the 1 1 8th Pfalm, 
verfe 66tli, Before I was afflifted I went 
aftray. 

St. Bernard defines humility to be a con- 
tempt of a man's own worth ; and, in his 
4Ucourfeconcerning the degrees of humility, 

he 
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he fays it is a virtue whereby a man, thro' 
a moft perfe6l knowledge of himfelf , appears 
vile, and of little efteem in his own fight.. 

Some writers defcribe it to be the parent 
of order, of concord, of peace, of charity ; 
and affirm, that humility is the head of all 
the virtues. 

St. Hilary obferves, that our Saviour fiatli 
taught us, that all the rewards of faith are 
contained in humility. Our Lord indeed 
has left us a ftriking example of this virtue, 
when he; alfumed human nature ; and par- 
ticularly enjoined the fame to his difaples 
and followers, both by his words and 
aftions. Learn of me, fays he, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart. In the life of 
our Saviour we perceive a wonderful pro- 
penfity to inftruft and direft us to this duty: 
his birth, his education, his meek behaviour 
before his accufers, amidft the moft out- 
rageous affronts ; his patient enduring the 
moft ftiameful death, by the judgment of 
man : and, as the apoftle ftates. When he 
was reviled he reviled not again, when he 
fufFered he threatened not, but committed 
himfelf to him that judgeth righteoufly. 

The dignity and excellence of this virtue 
may be learnt from the 5th chapter of St, 
Matthew ; where our Lord, in delivering 
his divine doftrine on the mount, be^stja 
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with this faying, BkfTed are the poor in 
fpirit, for their's is the kingdom of God. 
St. Auguftine tells us, that by the poor in 
fpirit we are to underftand the humble. 

St. Cyprian fays, " This is the firft 
entrance into religion 3 and that whoever 
would live pioufly, let him think humbly 
of himfelf, not haughtily/' Humility 

is the foundation of piety, from which it 

is infeparable. 

What is greater wealth than humility ? 
what more precious can be found than this, 
whereby the kingdom of heaven is pur- 
chafed, and divine grace acquired. The 
neceflity of being hiamble is plainly declared 
by the anfwer our Lord returned to this 
queftion of his difciples. Who is the greateft 
in the kingdom of heaven ? Verily, I fay 
unto you, except ye become as little chil- 
dren, ye fhall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. And upon another occafion, he 
faid. When ye fhall be invited to a dinner, 
lit down in the loweft room. Our Lord, 
in this laft inftance, applying his difcourfe 
to the Pharifees, prefTed upon them the duty 
of humility, and declared to them the danger 
of pride ; to which God is fo great an 
enemy, that, in his ordinary government 
of, the world, proud people are generally 
' ifjf one means or other abafed, and brought 
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tp ftiame and contempt : and thofe who arc 
low in their own fight, are commonly 
exalted. For whofoever exalteth himfelf 
(hall be abafed, and he that humbleth him- 
felf Ihall be exalted. But if it does not fo 
fall out in this life, yet their humility of 
inind is plealing to God, and will be 
rewarded in the day of his righteous 
judgments. 

It was a faying of one of the fathers, 
that humility is of Chrifl, and pride is of 
the devil. Pride is the mofl exprefs image 
of the devil, and, as is generally fuppof^; 
was that which caufed his rebellion and fall 
from heaven. Let us abfl^n from the prac-»^ 
tice of a vice, for which the devil and hii 
angels were thrufl from heaven, and is 
hateful in the fight of God and men ; and 
let us inculcate i^'s lovely oppofite, hu- 
mility : a virtue which chiraiy charafterized 
the Redeemer and Saviour of the world. 
Let us therefore not be backward to exercifc 
this duty of humility, fince the Son of God> 
a little before his death, arofe from fuppen 
and girded himfelf with a towel, and walnea 
his difciples feet, giving this command- 
ment, in the 13 th chapter of St. John, 
verfes 14th, 15th; If I then, your Lord 
and Mafter, have wafhed your feet, ye 
ought alfo to wafh one another's feet. For 
I have given you an example, that ye fhotiSI 
do as I have done to you. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Of 'Temperance. 

ft 

TEMPERANCE is a virtue which 
preferves a moderation in bodily 
pleafures^ and reftrains the ardour of thpie 
paflions, which if not kept within due 
pounds, become brutifh; and thefe, in 
fcripture,. are often called the lufts of the 
flefh. 

Temperance is two - fold, viz. fobriety 
ind chaftity. 

Sobriety preferves that mediocrity in the 
life of God's creatures lo conducive to the 
health and duration of life, and to the 
vigorous exercife of thofe powers whereby 
we are to procure a fubfiftence. But it is 
impoflible to pref(;ribe general rules con- 
cerning fobriety and temperance, on account 
of the difference of men's conftitutions. 
For one perfon being robuft and healthful, 
is able to undertake and to be engaged in an 
employment that requires greater ftrength 
. of Dody i fo another, who is of a more weak 
and delicate frame, is fit only for a vocation 
thajt requires hitn to exercife tl^e abilities of 

his^ind, rather than of his body. 
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Every one ought fo to ufethe good things 
of the world, of which, by the bleffing of 
God, he is poffefled, that may beft conduce 
to their own health, ftrengthen their body, 
and enable them to perform the offices of 
life with alacrity. Temperance, which 
preferves a mediocrity between abftinence 
and excefs, muft here be our guide ; and 
we muft be aware, left by luxury and in- 
dulgence, and over pampering the body, 
we deprefs and weaken the mind, and render 
ourfelves unfit for the meditation of divine 
things. This caution our Saviour alfo 
enjoins, in the ^ift chapter of St. Luke and 
34th verfe, Take heed to yourfelves, left at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with 
furfeiting and drunkennefs. And the 
apoftle St. Peter, in hi$ firft epiftle, 5th 
chapter, 8th verfe, fays. Be fober, be vi-^ 
gilant: as if, without fobriety and tem- 
perance, it was impoffible to watch. 

Neither muft we feed our appetite with 
over nice delicacies, for that is not agreeable 
to thepurpofe of God's allowing us nouriih- 
ment. This is mentioned as a crime in the 
parable of the rich glutton in the gofpel, 
St. Luke, the i6th chapter, who fare4 
fumptuoufly every day. 

Another fpecics of this viitue is chaftity j 
which dirjcfts that we fliould not defire^un-^ 
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lawful pleafures, and that we fliould h^ 
moderate even in thofe that. are allowable. 
If we would pra6tice true chaftity, we muft 
not indulge ourfelves in the fight of that 
which is unlawful j holy David prays that 
God would turn away his eyes, left they 
behold vanity — Pfalm 119th, verfe 37th. 
And Solomon defcribes the danger of not 
avoiding temptation, in Prov. 7th chapter, 
verfe 6th. 

We muft alfo avoid learning obfcenc 
words, which are tokens of an ^impure 
heart -, for out of the abundance*" or the 
heart the mouth fpeaketh. Indecent pic-^ 
tures, likewife, and reading obfcehe books, 
are incitements to luft and enemies to this 
virtue. Let us fly from every thing that is 
immodeft, and be continually employed in 
fome honeft occupation or ufeful ftudy: 
for nothing kindles carnal delires more than 
idlenefs, and is defervedly faid to be the 
root of every impure thought, and depraved x 
imagination. Let us fiequently and ar* 
dently pray to Godj, that he would infpire 
us with his Holy Spirit, that fo we may be 
free from vicious ideas. The frequent 
reading and meditating the holy fcriptures, 
and other good books, will be very helpful 
to the prefervation of chaftity^ will drive 
impure thoughts from the mind, and will 

'•- lead 
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lead us in the pleafant paths of innocence 
and happinefs. 



CHAPTER VIL 

, Of Contentment. 

f - • • • 

TRUE contentment is not to be ob- 
tained by the acquifitioil of ti'anfi- 
tory and worldly goods, as is vainly ima-; 
gined by many. The foul being immortal^ 
an4 or a nature exceedingly noble and 
worthy, cannot find happinefs and peace 
In things fo much inferior toitfelf. It's 
origin is creleftial, and therefore can receive 
no enjoyment from vile and earthly things. 
Its happinefs then muft proceedf rom having 
conformed to the will of the Creator \ and 
left natural impreflions, and the dictates 
pf reafon fhould prove infufficient for this 
purpofe, Almighty God has declared in the 
golbel, what we are to do for our happinefs 
and content, both here and hereafter. In 
that merciful revelation, and in an obedience 
to the precepts therehi contained, true joy 
confifts. 

- The greateft affluence of wealth, cannol: 
bfFord quiet and content i; becaufe terrene 
and finite things cannot fatisfy the foul's 

defire. 
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defire, which, being the image of God, caa 
only be fatisfied with that infinite good, 
from whom all that is truly defirable flows. 
Neither riches, nor any thmg external, can 
produce or reftore tranquillity of mindj 
this can only proceed from fome internal 
caufe. For by the act of death we are to 
bid a farewell to all things in the world ; 
and this one refleftion is a ereat allay to all 
it's fhort- liv'd pleafures. Often in the courfe 
of our lives do riches and good fortune for- 
fake us, but this is always the cafe in death. 
We can carry nothing away with us when 
we die, neither can our pomp follow us. 

Many feek for happinefs and content* 
ment in the pleafures of fenfe, but as they 
aftbrd dele6Vation to the body only, they are 
unfatisfaftory ; and forrow and remorfe 
generally follow as an immediate confe- 
quence. Corporal joys have refpeft only to 
the prefent world ; and as the foul of man 
is created for higher and nobler purpofes, 
every thing therefore that is not conducive 
thereto, muft fall fhoit of gratifying and 
producing content. 

True content is only to be experienced 
in the walks of religion, and in a confcien- 
tious difcharge of our duty to God : and 
whenever fuch pleafing reflections fpring 
up in our minds, then we are in pofleflion 

of 
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'of this great treafure. If we are zealotiS 
to do the will of God, and are anxious to 
obtain an everlafting inheritance in his hea- 
venly kingdom, we ihall but little trouble 
ourfelves in the affairs of life, any more than 
neceflity and prudence require. After the 
example of our great Mafter and his apoftles 
we fhall acquiefee and be contented in the 
ftation in which providence has placed us. 
They who live according to the precepts of 
the gofpel, and whofe chief aim is to prepare 
themfelves for futurity, are the truly rich 
and happy : having their minds cultivated 
i^ the word of God, and refined from the 
polluting joys of the prefent life. Thus 
lays the appftle, Contentment with god- 
linefs is great gain. Free from the anxiety 
and trouble which deftroys the comfort of 
the ambitious, they are furnifhed with fen- 
timents of a nobler fort, which they are 
cai'eful to cherifh ; fenfible of their impor- 
tance in producing tranquillity here, and of 
the eternal benefit that will accrue to them 
. from fuch a pra6tice hereafter. 

Thus have I ftiewn you what content- 
ment is, viz. that it is a quiet temper of 
mind, arifing from the comfortable re- 
fleftions of a pious life, which render a 
man contented and happy in any ftation 
and circumftances. I will next proceed to 
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mew that this is a principal duty of^ 
Chriflianity. 

He whofc mind is filled with worldly 
defires, is continually poor. We all have 
enoujgh, if we are but contented in our 
condition, wherein God places us. St. Paul 
fay$, He is a rich man that doth not poffefs 
much, and hath need of little. Whatever 
tsre have more than is fufficient for the fa-* 
tisfying nature is needlefs to us. Who muft 
fliortly pafs out of this life into another. 
And we brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out* 
If we do not make a proper provifion for 
our change, we Ihall b^ poor and miferable 
indeed. It behoves us therefore to make a 
prudent ufe of the few years that God allows 
for our repentance and preparation : and 
this preparation cannot be made while men 
arc mil of trouble, imagining themfelves in 
a hazardous and low condition : it muft be 
a mind fortified algainft misfortune, and 
refolutely willing to acquiefce in the moft 
aflii6live and mortifying fituation we can 
fall in. 

A miftake it undoubtedly is to build our 
hopes upon the fleeting things of the prefent 
life, whofe continuance is but for a leafon ; 
but it is wifdom to lecure a poITeffion of 
thofe things which are eternaL 
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That alone is tme wealth which will be 
of fervice to us in another life. Why fhoulrf 
we wi(h for greater riches than will fervc 
for our paflage ? For more than competency 
is fo far from bringing happinefs^ that it is 
often an inftrument of fin ; and cbnfe- 
quently the caufe of forrow. When men 
have ftruggled and toiled to acquirq a for- 
tune, what is the confequence ? Are they 
nearer content, or farther from the grave* 
It is true they can enjoy this world's gooda 
to a greater degree than others 3 and are 
more enabled to wallow in the pleafures of 
fenfe. But this is a poor felicity ; for 
although tliey have a little good chear, and 
a merry life, yet as they live in oppofition 
to God's will, they are likely to pay exceed- 
ingly dear. They that want fuch abun^ 
dance may be as happy, and, if they have 
their health, have more content. A mo- 
derate eftate is freeft from temptations. 
Therefore it is beft to be contented with 
neceflaries : and there, is nothing befides 
food and raiment that is abfolutely neceffary. 
It is not abundance, but a contented .heart;^ 
that will be profitable to our future welfare. 
Let a little fuffice then, if God is not 
pleafed to give more. For our principal 
aim fhould be to ferve God and to feek the 
falvation of our fouls. If we are anxious 
about the affairs of the world, we (hall be 

difcontented. 
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jdiicont:ented> which is totally mcohilftent 
.with (a Chriftiau; whofe duty it is to be 
happy in all the diipenfations of providence ; 
becaufehe knows what is bell for ns, and 
what we have need of, before we alk him. 
JJe fan fuftain and raile us up to a com- 
fortable ftation, when to our thinkicig all 
hopes of fupply are vanifhed. Let us learn, 
with St. Paul, to be contented in whatfoever 
ftate we are in > and have our minds raiied 
above the low gratifications of this world, 
and free from it's pollutions ; and let our 
principal aim be to pleafe God, and to 
lecure an eternal reft in heaven, where there 
are pleailires for evermore. Let us, then, 
not defpair or murmur at the pix>vidence dE 
God, but be zealous in our duty to him, 
3nd we are fure to be provided for. For 
^he Lord is our fttepherd, therefore we can 
Jack nothing. . > « : 
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CHAPTER VIIL. 

. Qf Confideration^. 

BY coniideratiQn here" is meant an 
examinatioiii of the conicience and 
fpiritual ftate. To this end God has endued 
us with realbo ^nd re£tie£don^ whereby wp 
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^jnay form and regulate our condiiQ: ab» 
coixiing to his precepts, call our wayss t& 
^•emembrance, and confider how we have 
acquitted ourfelves in the difcharge of tl« 
duties God requires of VTs. And^ in tl* 

facious overture of the gofpel, we are 
ftinftly taught what thpfe duties are, and 
.aflured of the final event of our conduct. 
But fince in the midft of bufy Ufe, 'and 
^pf the yaiiQUs fcenes which are perpetually 
fohciting our attention, we are liable td 
neglefl this necefrai7 duty ; it behoves u^ 
i often, if we would maintain our inte- 
ugrity and preferve our happinefs, to review 
ourpaft conduiS:, to commune with our 
.pwn hearts, and confider our ways. The 
,holy fcriptures abound with texts that en- 
join and advife this, duty — ^^Pfalm 4th, verfe 
i5th-r— Stand in awe and fin riot 5 commvmb 
with your own heart, and in yoor own 
chamber, and be ftill. A.nd in 76th Pfalm,, 
I have confide^ed-^e days of old, and the 
years that are paft, I call to remembrance 
iny fong; ahd in the night I commune witl^ 
my own heart, and fearch out my fpirits. 
The prophet- Haggai alfodireffts us thus, in 
:f ft chapter, verfe 5th, Confider yqur ways^, 

, This duty of confideration, of examining 
mxv confciences, and meditating upon pur 
.fpiritwal ftate, is performed with the greateft 
'pleafure and. advantage in privacy and fo^ 
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;8ti|&. Ill our fecluded walks, free froiii 
^e company of crafty and bufy worM-. 
4ings, we may then call o^irfelvcs to ^fi 
caocount of thofe things wWch reafon and 
i^digion direft, as neceffary to our well- 
doing here and hereafter: we may then 
'ntwrolvein our minds the pleafurable fcenes 
ithat will follow, as a reward of our gooft 
taftions ; and refiedl upon the miferies and 
'iboiTors threatened to wickednefs. If the 
ipngagements of life will permit us to foend 
a part of the day in reviewing our fpintual 
^concerns, either in our privatfe walk« or in 
:our clofets, we (hall find it attended with 
die advantage of cre<^ting in us a pleafing 
tranquillity of mind. But if our fecular 
iSriSairs wil^ not allow us this leifure, and we 
;are fo 'Circumllanced as not to fpare a (hort 
ifpace of the day for this pra6tice, then let 
lis, as St. Chryfoftom exhorts, not negle6t 
it when we retire to reft. After we have 
offered oiir evening's facrifice of prayer and 
thankfgiving, ^d are laid in our beds, then 
x>vight we, if we reafonably wifh to prefei-ve 
.j)eace and complacency, to fum up the tranf- 
raftions of the paft day ; to call to remem- 
brance the fins we have committed either ia 
:deed, word, or thought ; to repent of them ; 
"and alfo to root out of the mind every 
.wanton thought, and every wicked imagina- 
tion. Never ihould. we lufFer lleep to fteal 
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frpon us, before we have performed tKs 
jicceflary talk. For here we can have no 
f xcjufe,— rthe bufinefs of the day is over,--** 
eroploy then a few filent moments in fome 
fuch foliloquy ; O foul, we have fpent 
i^notber day together ; what good have vre 
done in it, or what evij have we committed? 
l>av(f we a6led ^reeably to the intentions of 
the Creator, and preparatozy.ta our future 
ftate ? or have . we, by fraud> malice, or 
opj>reffK)n, forfeited the favour of Gcod, and 
igfxpofed ourfelves^ .to the tenors qf eternal 
dfcath, ? If, upon this felf-examination, we 
ihall perceive and recolle6i . that we have 
done good> Jet us thank God for it : but if 
we have committed evil, let \x$ fincereljr 
repent^ and pray for foip.Yeneis; and 
befeech Almighty God to ftrengtheu us 
with the renewal of his divine grace. 

He who thus looks inta bis conduiSr, 
cxercifes many virtues ^ and firft of piety, 
becaufe he b^ns his examination witk 
prayer and thankfgiving to Qod for the 
benefits and bleflings of life : zlfo^ of hu- 
mility and penitence^ for he acknowledge^ 
^imfelf a fmner, and grieves for his crimes i 
and of hope and charity, for he trufts that 
he ihall receive pardon of God, whom> as 
his Creator and BenefaScwr, he loves and 
prefers above all things* He alio fortifies 
' himfelf againlt future temptations^ extir-- 
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jiates depraved inclinations, abolifhcs wicked 
habits, and in their ftead ftores his mind 
with virtues, and renders it tranquil and 
ferene. This review of our lives and beha- 
viour is better to be taken frequently and 
Amljj than to delay it until it is impofed 
upon us by misfortune, (icknefs, or old age ^ 
and our account appears fo long, and 
marked with the commiffion of fo much 
evil, that the retrofpedl greatly alarms and 
terrifies vs. It is more to our pleafure and 
advantage to call home our wandering 
thoughts^ and to confider our ways, while 
we have fbme hope and confidence in God's 
mercy, than to defer it till the refle6lion of 
our paft life drives us to madnefs and 
despair. 

In our folitary hours, when we are free 
from the diftra61ing ' cares of life, let us 
frequently call ourfelves to account, and 
confider how we have acquitted ourfelves in 
ihe duties God requires of us. In this re- 
tirement we may commune with our own 
hearts, and call our ways to remembrance, 
and reflefi and meditate on the final event 
of our condu6l ; that fo, if we are purfuing 
the path that will lead us to the land of im- 
mortal and unfullied jbys, we may ^ go on 
witli afliirance; but if we have deviated 
from the right way, we may retrieve our 
fteps before* we are too much entangled in 
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ttie bewitching allurements of vicei In tlus 
fcrutiny of our condu6l we fhall perceive if 
there be any fin which we have not repented 
of, and fhall be truly fenfible of the neceffity 
of a fpeedy repentance ; we fhall alio be morel 
apt to think of another world> and of th^ 
preparation requifite for iti 
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CHAPTER IX* 

Of Praife and Thank/giving^ 

IF we retain in our hearts a grateful 
affe6lion of the goodnefs and beneficence 
which we daily experience from the provi- 
dence of God, it will difcover itfelr in a 
willingnefs to difcharge the duties of praife 
and thankfgiving. In imitation of the 
fwfeet finger of Ifrael, we fhall be con-i- 
tinually revolving in our minds, and recol-^ 
le6ting innumerable inflances of the divine 
favours ^ like him, we fhall remember his 
wonders of old, and meditate and mufe on 
all the works of his hands ^ and fhall iay 
with the Pfalmift, Blefs liie Lord, O my 
foul ! and forget not all his benefits. But 
that we may always have a proper fenfe of 
God*s mercies, I will, in this chapter, fhew 
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that the facrifice of praife and thankfgiving 
is of right due to God, and which we aic 
bound to difcharge. 

Rcafon and equity exhort to this duty, 
for we are beholden to God for all the 
bleffings and enjoyments -, and praife and 
thanfc^ving are, as it were, a kind of 
return for his benefits, which cannot other- 
wife be made than by the iacrifice of our 
lips, and proceeding from gi'atitude. They 
vmo iiegleft this duty, defraud God of that 
rijght which he has juftly acquired by his 
Jbndnefs and bounty to us ; they alfo ob- 
fcure his glory, not attributing to him the 
honour due. Such flight provokes the 
Almighty to withdraw his loving mercies 
from them, and to beftow them upon others 
who are lefs unworthy ; as our Saviour told 
the Jews, in the 21ft chapter of St, Matt, 
verfe 43d, Therefore fhall the kingdom of 
God be taken from you, and given to 
a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

Praife and thankfgiving is the moft noble 
di0>oiition of mind with which we can be 
afie6led, becaufe it declares our gratitude to 
Crod for his benefits ; none of which are 
, indeed finall, but for the greateft of them 
we can make no other return than by con- 
feffing them with heart and voice, and 
being thankful for them. Hence, fays holy 
i)avid^ in the i i6th Pfalm, What reward 
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ftialll give unto the Lord for alLthe benefit* 
he hath done unto me ? I will receive the 
cup of falvation, and call upon the ilame of 
the Lord. I will offer to the Lord; the :fa- 
crifice of thankfgiving. ^ '. • ■ . 

This duty is very frequently, in the holy 
fcriptures, mentioned among the chief and 
moft acceptable offices of religion. For thus 
we read in the 5 ift of Ifaiah, 3d verfe; The 
Lord will comfort Zion, ht will cdmfort 
all her wafte places, he will make her Vil- 
dernefs like Eden, arid her defert Jfike'tihe 
garden of the Lord, joy and gladnefs-fliaR 
ht found therein, thankfgiving andthevmce 
of melody. One great means whereby^ wfe 
may be induced to render thanks ahd praife 
unto God is the confideration of the worth 
and multitude of his benefits. It is froiti 
him we derived our being, and every pro- 
vifion made for our well-being; who. alio 
'hath created us with immortal fouls im- 
prefTed with perfpicuous charafters' of' his 
own divine efTence, and capable of afting 
agreeable to his will, and confident with 
the innate and revealed knowledge of the 
future life* God is not only our creator, 
but preferver 5 for in him wfe live, and move, 
and have our being. 

Although great and many are the 'divine 
, blelfings and mercies which we daily * and 
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hcfilrfy experience from the divine goodnefs,' 
yet the joys and delights which Cod has 
pjtomtfed to thofe ^holove him and keep Jiis 
commandments are. much| greater and more 
ineffable. The great apoftle of the Gentiles, 
that he might commend the excellency a-nd. 
magnitude of caeleftial happinefs, fays. 
That eye hath not feen, nor ear heaid, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of 
Hl;an to conceive the -things^ that God hath 
preparpd for them that love him. 

• ' Gratttnde requires not only that we are 
fenfible of the benefits conferred,: but alfo 
a: faithful rfetentioa of theminourjnemoriesj 
afid conlequently freiquent refleftions upon 
tksm; -It requires thofe who fear God' to 
bealways thankful to him from a confidera- 
tioix of his works, wliich are always juft and 
gpod, although not always agreeable to flefli 
and blood . For it is the duty of a Ghriftian 
not only to give thanks to God in our prof- 
perity, for the riches of his niercies, but 
alfo in adverfe circumftances, which are ever 
highlydiftafteful to bur natural fenfes, viz. 
forficknefsanddifgrace, and for all the trou^ 
bles and difafters of life ; for thefe we ought 
to be truly thankful, becaufe we are deemed 
worthy of the Almighty's paternal correc- 
tion. To be filled with chearful thankfr 
^vings in a pfcrfperous flatej and to with;- 
hold the prailes of God when .we are vifited 
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with any calamity, is inconfiftent with the 
profeflion of the gofpel. 

For as we are bduhd to return thanks 
for our food, and all the bkflings of life ; 
fo are we obliged to be thankful for fuch 
corrections by which our fenfes are refined 
and our manners improved. As the late 
learned and pious Dr. Barrow obferved, 
" Whatever is gracioufly deiigned, and 
" proves conducive to our good, is fit 
*' matter of praife and thankfgiving.** Fot 
thus fays St. Paul, Whom the Lord lovcth 
he chafteniBth, &c; God thoroughlylaiows 
the bent and inclination of bur heiarts, and 
therefore he difpenfeth to us accordingly. 
We fhould moft of us gladly embrace riches 
and power, little aware of the anxious cares 
and dangerous temptations to which they 
would expofe us. The pleafures which they 
enable us to enjoy, are fpurious; they 
corrupt our minds, and .intoxicate our 
fancies with vain and unfatisfaftory joys j 
and make us apt to forget our heavenly 
Benefaftot*. But calamity of any fort 
purifies and refines the wit, teaches «s to 
know ourfelves, gives us a clear perception 
of the brevity and vanity of all earthly 
things, caufes us to acknowledge our de- 
pendance upon a Supreme Being, arid forces 
us to have recourfe to him for help. What-p 

ever makes moft for our real §ood we ought 

to 



( HI > 

to be thankful for ; aiid poverty and afflict 
tion make men pious and wife ; the former 
of whkh is faid to be the miftrefs of wifdom 
and invention. When is it thought that 
lob was in the moft happy and fatisfaftonr 
£ame of mind ? when fie had many camels, 
and flocks of iheep, and herds of oxen ? or 
when he uttered with his voice, The Lord 
gave, the Lord hath taken away? Mofl: 
people would be inclined to think the former 
to be the happiefl ftate of mind. But neither 
of the two extremes of life which he expe- 
rienced could prevail with him to renounce 
God, ^ and his duty; for he was neither 
elated ip profperity, nor dejefted in adver- 
fity : in die fevereft of his fufterings his 
mouth was filled with the praifes of his 
Maker. Even when the wife of his bofora 
blamed him for retaining his integrity, he 
anfwered. Shall I receive good at the hand 
of God, and fhall I not receive evil ? In 
communion with his friends he ceafed not 
to extol the prdfes of the Almighty ; who, 
(fays he) commandeth the fun, and it rifeth 
not, and fealeth up the ftars : who alone 
ipreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth 
upon the waves of the fea : who maketh 
Ardlurus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the 
chambers of the fouth. 

If poverty and adverfity give us a difrelifh 
xrf^e Ihort-liv'd joys of the world, and 
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excite us to purftie more eameftly the purer 
delights of a good' confcience, and are pro- 
fit abk to our falvation, theytheii, corife-^ 
quently, as highly merit oUr thanks a^ 
mnchas affluerteeirtd'abund&ftoe. it may W 
imagined by fottfi^^hat I have made an un- 
ftiitabk digreflion from the fubge6t in hand, 
by proving that we ought to be thankful for 
affliftions ; but iri this refpedt I have -the 
example of many writers who have done the 
fame, efpecially the ancient divines, who 
affert that affliclions are the medicines of 
our fouls ; and that they are arguments 
of God's good-will, inftrumente of virtue, 
cpmfr>rtable pref^es of future gloiy, and 
therefore fit matter of praife and thaiikf- 

giving. :. I :. 

• Another reafon why we fhould be thanks 
ful to God for vifiting an4 afflifting us, 
particularly w^ith adverlity, is this ; becaufe 
riches and plenty expofe men to many 
dangerous temptations, and are apt to fwell 
them with pride : for often, mftead of 
filling the heart of the poffeffor with grati- 
tude to God, * they become the means of 
wickednefs and vice -, and, by intemperance 
and luxury, oaths, imprecations/ and curies 
are more frequenly heard to fall from their 
tongues, than either praife or thanks to God 
for the mercies he fliowers down upon them. 
One would hardly imagine fuch conduft 

poflible 
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poflible, did not experience but too well 
confirm the faft. If riches and plenty have 
this efFe6l upon us, it is more preparatory 
to our future happinefs not to abound in 
this world's goods ; but, if it pleafe God, 
it is more fuitable to be bleft with a me- 
diocrity ', or elfe to be in fcanty ^nd low 
circumflances. There are, it is to be hoped, 
many examples of piety and goodnefs among 
thofe who abound in wealth ; and, on the 
other hand, it is to be feared that there are 
many inftances of vice among the poor, and 
thofe who are deftitute of the bleffings of 
life. 

No frame of mind, no temper of foul, 
can be more plcafing to God than a heart 
gratefully fenfible of his bleffings and 
bounties ; and no duty or office of religion 
more acceptable to him than the facrifice of 
praife and thanfgiving. Let us, then, con- . 
llantly begih and end the day with prayer 
and praifes tb our Maker ; that fo, by a 
pious life, we ma:y aboliih the fear of death, 
and inftead thereof have our minds filled 
with lively hopes of a happy immortality, 
of a blefled refurreftion, and an everlafting 
inheritance with faints and angels in hea- 
ven ; for innocency of manners, and 
obedience to God's commands, will enable 
us calmly to refign ourfelves into the eternal 
night of death, in hopes of awaking to joy 
unfpeakable. 
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PART III. 

Of The Precepts of the Christian 

Religion* 
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CHAPTER I. 

Of the Love of God. 

GO D, who is the chiefeft good, muft 
neceflarily be loved ; and if we have 
either honour or gratitude we (hall fulfil 
this command as perfeftly as corrupt nature 
will allow. ' We fhall love God for our 
creation, prefervation, and, above all, for 
our redemption ; for in thofe things he has 
richly difplayed his love towards us ; daily 
conferring fome kindnefs upon us ; and, 
upon our repentance and amendment, for^ 
giving us our trefpafies. 

The love of God is the more excellent, 
becaufe while we were finners Chrift died to 
fave us — Rom. 5th chapter, 8th verfe. And 
his innumerable benefits beftowed Upon 
every one of us, individually, (hould excite 
us to love him again i and ihould convince 
us of our obligations to him. We ftiould 
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love him for tliofe caeleftial and future goods 
which he has referved in heaven for us, to 
the full confummation of which, upon our 
ftedfaftnefs in his fervice, he will admit us 
at the great day of account. 

I will now proceed to fhew, firft, what 
the love of God is : and, taken in a ftrift 
fenfe, it is an earneft defire that thofe things 
which are pleafing to God may be done both 
by ourfelves and others ; that fo we may ob- 
tain his favour and acceptance. 

It is the property of love to wifti an union 
witlj the beloved objeft, to ftudy to refemblc 
it, and carefully to avoid whatever may be 
unacceptable, and diflblve the conneflion. 
If therefore we love God we Ihall ftrivc 
to pleafe him, by imitating him in a6ls 
of charity and kindnefs to each other, and 
by fulfilling his divine will. Now it is the 
will of God that we fhould keep the com-^ 
maudnjents he has enjoined ; that we fhould 
faithfully difcharge the duties which his 
laws require, both towards God himfelf, 
and towards our neighbour. St. John, in 
his firft epiftle, chapter 5th, and verfe^^d, 
fays, This is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments. And in the fecond 
chapter and 5th verle, he (ays, Whofb 
keepeth his word, in him is the love of 
God verily perfe6led : that is, he hath the 
true fmcerity of love. 

The 
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The keeping God's commandments is 
the plaineft teftimony of our love to him j 
and we read in the 20th chapter of Exodus, 
that he will (hew mercy to thoufands of 
them that love him and keep his command- 
ments. This, then, is the true love of 
God, viz. to fulfil his pleafure, to peiform 
the duties he re(jjiires, to render the honour 
and glory due to ^lim, and to return thanks 
for the bleflings of his providence. And 
if we are thus afFefted with zeal towards 
God, we Ihall always be happy in his fer- 
vice, and readily acknowledge that his 
worfhip fhould pollefs the chief place in our 
thoughts and time, and fhould be the 
leading principle of all our aftions : in' 
imitation of David, in the 42d Pfalm, As 
the hart panteth after the water-brooks, fg 
panteth my foul after thee, O God. My 
.loul thirfteth for God, for the living God ; 
when fhall I come and appear before God. 

In the 6th chapter of Deuteronomy, 
Mofes, delivering the divin© ordinances, 
fays. Thou Ihalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy fpul, 
and with all thy ftrength. And our Saviour 
tells us this is the firft and great com^mand- 
mtnt. In this precept of the love of God^ 
all Chriftian perfeftion confifis ; as the fa- 
thers and divines, both antient and imodern^ 
dilate ; they affirm it to be the moft eminertt 
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of all virtues ; and that there is nothing that 
more elevates and ennobles the mind, and 
improves it's faculties, than this caeleftial 
paffion of the love of God. It raifes and 
refines our underllanding, by freeing them 
from the bafe mixture of fenfual corrup- 
tions; it reftores our diftempered minds, 
and lifts us up from the^^je6ted condition 
to which our guilt has reduced us, to the 
high and happy ftate of the bleft above. 

But left any fhould be deceived by 
imagining themlelves afFe6led with the love 
of God, when perhaps they are deftitute of 
this excellent virtue, or at leaft not afFefted 
as they ought, I will mention a few 
indications, by which every one, in an 
impartial furvey of himfelf, may know 
whether the true love of God be predo- 
minant in his heart. The firft fign or 
indication is a contempt of the world, and 
of all things in it; for the love of the 
world is enmity with God. The world 
ofl^ers to us things carnal and prefent : but 
it is the will of God, that by denying 
carnal and temporary things, we fhould 
feek thofe which are fpiritual and future. 
The love of the world is contrary to the" 
love of God, and the one extinguiflies the 
other ; neither is it poffible for both to 
fubfift in the fame man : and our Saviour 
fays, Ye cannot ferve God and mammon. 

Either 



( 149 > 

Either terrene things will be preferred to 
cjeleilial, or caereftial to terrene. It is 
expreflly tanght in the fcriptures, that the 
love of God is inconfiftent with the love 
of the world and carnal pleafures ; thus 
fays St. John, in his ill epiftle, 2d 
chapter, 1 5th verfe, If any man love the 
world, the loveof the Father is not in him. 
He, therefore, who prefers fmful delights 
to the keeping God's commands, in him 
the true love of God is not. 

« 

The fecond indication is, the joy that 
arifes in our minds when we ourfelves 
fulfil the will of God, or when we fee 
others a6t agreeable thereto; or, on the 
other hand, it is an hearty contrition for 
having offended God, and an unfeigned 
forrow for the tranfgreflions of ourfelves 
and others ; and with fuch love was holy 
David pofiefTedj in 119th Pfalm, 136th 
verfe — Rivers of waters runned down mine 
eyes, becaufe they obferve not thy law. 

Another teflimony of our love of God, 
is an ardent zeal for his honour and glory, 
which difcovers itfelf when we hear his 
facred name wantonly blafphemed. If, upon 
an examination of our hearts, " we find 
ourfelves to be pofTefFed with thefe or the 
like indications, then may we be certain 
that our hewt is right; with God. 

The 



The anfwer of our Lord to the young 
man in the gofpel, (who though he had 
abfl-ained from grofs impieties,) convinces 
us of the love and regard we ought to bear 
to God, and that no other objeft ought to 
come in cprnpetition with him. And if 
we properly confidered the goodnefs of God 
towards us, we could not be othei'wife than 
afFefted with reciprocal love. His kindnefs 
and compafTion for man is infinite and 
unbounded ; which way foever we twm 
ourfelves, we behold inftances of his love 
and favour ; we behold the earth teeming 
with the richeft exuberance -, the wide ex- 
panfe of heaven decorated with lights for 
our ufe and convenience ; his providentisd 
care in fuftaining us through this life ; and 
his unparalleled goodnefs in prefcribing 
laws, by the obfervation of which we may 
gain admiffion into the blefled manfions of 
eternal reft. Surely fuch inftances of low 
and favour merit a return of regard and 
obedience. And when a perfbn is thus 
affefled he muft feel fuch tranfports of joy 
fpring from the operations of divine love, 
as will caufe him to renounce the empty 
and low fatisfadion of life^ and make mm 
more eameft to fit and qualify himfelf 
for the felicity of the future ftate: let us 
not fail t9 fhew forth this a6t of obe£e]ice> 
but be c^ful to perform it; as it will 

render 
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jrcnder all other duties acceptable to God 
and delightful to ourfelves. 



CHAPTER 11. 
Of the Love of mr Neighbour. 

TO free us from all doubt concerning 
the proper obje<3:s of our love and 
compaffion, our Saviour, in the i oth chapter 
of St. Luke, has clearly pointed out who 
they are, and who is our neighbour^ towards 
whom we may exert ourfelves in the humane 
^nd focial virtues of kindnefs and charity. 
For in the parable of the man who fell 
among thieves, our Lord has taught us that 
every one who ftands in need of our aflift- 
ance and relief is our neighbour, whether 
he be a friend or an enemy, a relation or 
a ftranger. His principal aim was to Ihew 
that every objeft of our mercy is our neigh- 
bour, and whom God commands us to love 
our neighbour as ourfelves. How conti'ary 
was this doctrine to that of the Scribes and 
JPharifees ? How contrary to tlie fentiments 
of many even at this day, who live for 
themfelves only, and care for none other 
in the world, being not in the lead moved 
or concerned for the fuccefs or fufFerings 
of others. 

Some 
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Some imagine that they fulfil this com- 
mand if they help and aliift their kindred. 
Others efteem thofe as their neighbours, or 
at leaft as the proper perfons of their kind- 
nefs and regard, of whom they expe6l a 
return for their favours ; but the poor, who 
are incapable of making fuch reftitution, are 
difregarded. But if we defire to comply 
with this precept enjoined by the law, and 
confirmed by the gofpel, we muft confider 
every one as our neighbour to whom we 
have it in our power to do good ; or, which 
is the fame thing, we muft confider our- 
felves as neighbours to all that ftand in need 
of our charity and afliftance. Thus we un- 
derftand who is our neighbour. I will, in 
the next place, fhew what is meant by the 
love of our neighbour. 

The love and kindnefs which we fhew to 
others with a view of emolument and profit, 
is not that which the law and the golpel 
require. It is the duty of man to love 
another, as being partakers together of the 
fame human nature : and it is the duty of 
a Chriftian to embrace and rejoice in every 
opportunity of doing good to the members 
of Chrift's body. In the 15th chapter of 
Deut. 7th and 8th verfes, God has given 
this commandment, byMofes; If there be 
among you a poor man of one of thy bre- 
thren, within any of thy gates, which the 

Lord 
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Lord thy God giveth thee, thou {halt not 
harden thine heart; nor (hut thy hand 
agdiftft*thy poor brother. And again God 
Ipeaks'thus by his prophet Ifaiah, hi the 
58th chapter, verfe 7th, Is it not to deal 
thy/ bread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that are caft out to thin* 
heufe. And* our Saviour charged his dit 
cipks, faying, This is my commandment^ 
that ye' love one andther. The love of our 
neighbour, fhereiFore, confifts in a6ls of 
benevolenccj in allifting and relieving others 
when we fee them poor, diftreffed, and in 
want of the ncceffary comforts of life 5 and; 
like the good Samaritan, in alleviating their 
ihi'ferie^. When otir -poor neighbours are 
labouring under the preffures of poverty, or 
when any calamitous accident befals them*, 
then is the opportunity for us to exert the 
tender feelings of human nature, and to 
difcharge the duties of the Chriftian pro- 
feffion. 

Next I will confider the neceffity of this 
command. — By natural inftin^l it feems 
that man, has a feeling and compaffion for 
man. The weaknefs or our nature provokes 
U6 to love one another, and convinces us of 
the need we have of the help of others ; and 
are prompted by a fenfe of our own infuffi- 
ciency to give relief to the needy. 

U But 
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But again, God has made all mankind of 
one blood, — Afts, 17th chapter, verfe 26th. 
And for that reafon he wifties us all to live 
as brethren, children of the fame common 
parent ; that fo, by this natural tye, we may 
be led to praftice mutual love. Our neigh- 
bour is endowed with the fame common 
nature with ourfelves ; he is the exprefs 
image of us, a copy drawn by the iame 
divine hand; of the fame original j another 
felf ; though perhaps attired in a different 
garb, yet there is nothing elfe different in 
"him from what we are, or may be : he has 
an equal right to the privileges of human 
nature, the proteftion of thfe laws, and the 
bleflings of religion : he, as well as our- 
felves, has God for his friend, benefaftor, 
and preferver ; and he has an eqi^al claim 
and chance to the glories andjoys of heaven. 
We alfo are all of us regenerated by the fame 
word and fpirit, and in hope of the fame 
falvation ; children of the fame Father, and 
members of Chrift's body. This love and 
charity for our neighbour is commanded by 
our Saviour and his apoftles. This is my 
commandment, that ye love one anpther, as 
I have loved you. And this precept he 
eftablifhed by his own example. Laftty, 
let us conficier the advantages attending this 
duty : and we Ihall find that the difcharge 
ofitanfwers a three-fold purpofe% ift. By- 
it 
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Jt we fulfil the commandment of God; 
which is fufficient, without any other argu- 
ment, to recommend it ; for to pi Afe him 
is our chiefeft good, and therefore ought to 
^be our principal aim. adly. By it we be- 
nefit our neighbour, or thofe whom accident 
and chance prefent as the objects of our 
charity and compaffion : and fometimes, 
perhaps, by an opportune and momentary 
relief, we may conduce to the prolongation 
of life, and thereby afford a longer fpace 
for repentance and preparation. 3dly. By 
it we mitigate and quiet thofe painful fen- 
fations, which few can help feeling at the 
fight of miferable and fuffering wretches. 
We mufl offer fome degree of violence to 
the finer feelings of nature, before we can 
•turn a deaf ear to the cries of the affli6led : 
and mufl very much harden our hearts 
ibefore we can (like the priefl and levite) 
regardlefs and unmoved pafs by feyere in- 
ftances of misfortune and diflrefs. How 
comfortable is the refleftion of having raifed 
•the drooping fpirits, and flrengthened and 
renewed the languifhing body, of a brother, 
a fellow-creature, and a fellow-fervant of 
God ? How pleafmg is it to recoUeft having 
done good ? how joyful to remember and 
to review inftances of our compaflion ? to 
iee often the memorials of our kindnefs and 
beneficence ? perfons whofe exiflence (under 
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God) is continued by pious humanity j 
whom a harfh word or a refufai ^eftiroys ; 
for withdrawing charity, and refufing^ &ic- 
cour to the needy, they are immediately 
plunged into the utmoft hunger and want, 
and ftnifti a miferable and painful'life in the 
bittereft diftrefles. No ingratitude fhould 
force us to afl'urae the hard-heartednefs of 
the prit^ft and levite ; but allowance muft 
be made for the illiterate carriage of thofe 
who are deftined to labour ^ their reafon 
being uncultivated, and their manners tin- 
refined. The greateft indignities and in- 
juries that were offered to him whofe dif- 
ciples we profefs ourfelves to be, could not 
drive him from his purpofe of doing good. 
For our Lord himfelf perfeftly praftifed this 
precept, which he enjoined his followers 5 
liQ condefcended to live in penuiy and want j 
to endure a fore travail; to fuffer a painful 
death, for the falvation of mankind. And 
in the gofpel he hath declared, that the love 
and mercy of God will be denied to thofe 
who have neglefted and refufed to (hew 
mercy to their neighbours. Let us, then, 
take the hint of the good Samaritan ; bind 
up the broken in heart, and heal their 
wounds ; and be always difpofed to lend an 
helping hand to lift the poor from their 
diftrefs : and confider every one as our 
neighbour, and ourfelves as neighbours,^ to 
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ill whom we (An iaffift. . And, as our Saw 
viour aAvifed the lawyer, let us do likewifq. 
And nevtr turn our backs to any poor man, 
and then the iTace of tlie Lord will Jiot. be 
turned away from us. 



CHAPTER III. 

, Of "Private Devotion. 

NO N E who are fenfible of their own 
wants can need to be informed what 
prayer is, or of the neceflky of it. If wc 
are only convinced of the exiftence of the 
Supreme Being, from whofe unlimited 
-bounty we receive all the bleffings and 
neceflaries of life^ then our wants will excite 
us to pray, and teach us what to pray for: 
therefore J fhallfay iut little on this fubjeft. 

Prayer is an argument ol our own infe- 
riority and want ; for thofe to whom we 
direct our prayers we acknowledge to be our 
fuperiors : we confefs that we cannot have 
what we pray for without fuch afliftance. 
Now as we depend on Almighty God for all 
the necefiaries and comfoits of body arid 
ibial, for health, and even for life kfelf, it 
is moll reafonablethen that our addreffes to 
him ihpuld be frequent*: .i. Prayer is :aii 

acknowledgment 
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acknowledgment of God's foverdgnty and 
dominion over us ; it is kn efpecial a6l of 
religion, becaufe by it the greateft honour 
is attributed to God* That Almighty Being 
to whom we pray, wc fuppofe to be omni- 
fcient, hearing all the prayers that are put 
up to him in every part or the world, un- 
derftanding their fecret pious refolutions, 
and knowing the ncceffities and wants of all 
his creatures. This confeffion the apoftle 
made in the ift chapter of the Acts, verfe 
24th, Thou Lord, who knoweft the hearts 
of all men. In a fl:ri6t fenfe, prayer is only 
the petition of thofe things which are ne- 
ceflaiy and convenient ror us : but if a 
greater latitude is taken in the definition of 
it, (as commonly is,) it alfo confifls of 
praife to God for his mighty and glorious 
works : of thankfgiving and gratitude for 
the numberlefs benefits we have received 
from him : of faith in him, becaufe wc 
know him to be able and willing to grant 
our petitions, and, upon our forfaking fin, 
to pardon and forgive according to the 
gracious promifes of the gofpel. 

2dly. I will fhew the neceffity of prayer. 
— Our daily wants, the weaknefs and in- 
firmity of our nature, and the imperfe6bion 
of the prefent flate, fufHciently evidence the 
neceflity of this duty ; and the blefTmgs of 
providence which we continually experience 
- - ihould 
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ihould lead and animate us to the pra6lics 
of it. 

It is a duty we owe to God, who is our 
maker and benefaftor -, and is enjoined in 
many places of fcripture by Chrift and his 
apoftles. For thus fays our Lord, in the 
7th chapter of St. Mattlie\y, and 7th verfe, 
Aik and it fhall be giveii you. And St; 
James fays^ in the 4th chapter of his epiftle, 
verfe 2d, That we have not becaufe we alk 
not. The reafon why we are commanded 
to pray to God for his help and prote6lion, 
is not becaufe he is ignorant of our wants 
and weaknefs ; for, as our Saviour fays, he 
knows what things we have need of before 
we alk him. But the • principal end of 
prayer is that we alk and receive, and 
thereby pi*eferve a proper fenfe of our de- 
pendance upon God, and of our obligations 
to reverence and obey his laws. 

If, therefore, we hope to> celebrate the 
praifes of God in heaven, and hereafter to 
join, with the Caeleftial inhabitants, it is ne^ 
ceffary then that we prepare ourfelves by 
.frequent and devout communion with God 
in this life. To live in the negleft of this 
fervice is ,(a« may properly be faid) to live 
without God in the world. Let me exhort 
you to put up your prayers to the Almighty 
at leaft at.the two jftated feafons jof morning 

and 



( ^6o ) 

arid evening, which the pious and devout 
have always judged as the fitteft and befl: for 
the difcharge o£ this duty : .and for your 
conftancy in piety, rnay God give a blefling 
to all your honeft labours and endeavours ; 
and after this life ended, may hV*(as a rer 
ward of your obedience) admit you to the 
poffeflion of eternal glory. . ; . 



C H A P T E R IV. 



Of Public Worjhipi:: .. 



iiv. 



IN our private addreffes.tP be4y/en, it is 
not requifite that regard fhpuld 'be had 
either to time or place; as fucli addreflfes 
cannot be too frequent, and ipay pyery wher^ 
be perforrned, according as the difpofition 
of our foul ^ diftates : and for "tjiis private 
communion with God, we have many .ex- 
amples' in holy writ. The Pfaliaift riioitght 
every place fit for tliis duty, ^d'.e^en'the 
hours dedicated^ to fleep: and fays, in the 
;63d Pfalm, 6th verfe. When I^reniember 
thee upon my bed, and meditate op thee in 
thfe night watches. Nothing coi^td deter the 
prophet Daniel from making his petitions to 
God three times a day 3 and our Lord, who 
regularly attended the fervice of the fyna- 
gogue, neverthelefs often withdrew rroiti 
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his di^pks and followers, for the purpofb 
<rf private prayer. t 

But although ail times arid places are fit 
and convenient for private or ramiW devo- 
tion/ yet it h not fo in regard of public 
woi:^p;---a diity which implies an aitembly 
of people j who feannot be fuppofed to meet 
together without previous notice. In the 
1 2th chapter of Deut: vcrfes 1 3th and r4th, 
God commanded the Ifraelites that they 
ftiould not ofter their burnt offerings in 
every place, but only in the place where he 
had choien, there fhould they offer their 
facriiice, and do all the other facred rite? 
that he had commanded theip. The duties 
of public worfhip require fucjh circum- 
ftances of time and place as are n^ofl fuitable 
to fuch aftions, and which render the offices 
of religion, moft devout ?nd edifying. ^ Now 
churches beipg fet agatJt peculls^ly for dif 
vine fervice, have the above-mentioned adr 
vantages in them. For the church bein^ 
free from fecular aff^rs,. defeated and ufc^ 
only for the performance, of facred duties, 
becomes the houfe oi G/p^j a place whereiqi 
he delighteth, and where he is pleafed in 9 
more efpecial manner to attend to the fup- 
plications of his people. ^ 

That we are more immediately in the 
prefence of the Divine . Majejfty in confed- 
erated buildings, is clearly evident from the 
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commandment which God gav6 Mofes to 
build an ark, and a mercy-feat ; for thuf 
we read,, in th? 25tli chapter of Exodus, 
yerfes 2 ift and 2 2d, And thou ihalt put the 
mercy-feat above upon the ark : and in.tbe 
ark thou (halt put the teftimony that I fhall 
give thee. And there will I meet with thee,, 
and cpmmune with thqe, frpm above the 
mercy^feat, from between the two cheiii- 
bims, &;c. 

After the various journeyirigs of the 
chofeh people, and the ark was at laft fixed 
in the magnificent temple of Solomon, God 
was pleafed to exprels his approbation in 
thefe words, I have heard thy prayer and 
thy fupplication that thou haft made before 
me. I have hallowed this houfe that thou 
haft buiK, to place my name there for ever. 
Therefore, though Almighty God is every 
where prefent, arid^^every where hears the 
petitions of thofe who fincerely pray to him, 
yet, fince he has declared it to be his will 
that there ftiould be places dedicated to his 
honour and fervice, we have good rcalbn to 
bdievc that in them we have a nearer and 
clofer communion with him. I will now 
fhew the obligation incuraibent upon all 
Chriftians regularly to "attend the chufch or 
houfe of God, and puhlicly to join in prayers 
and praifes to him, in that form of worftiip 
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which the wife compilers of bur Liturgy 
have prefciibed. 

As we all beft know the value of any 
bleffing in the want of it, fo were we, like 
the primitive Chriftians, deftitute of a place 
of worfhip, we fhould then be fenfibic of 
the worth of facred buildings, and rightly 
efteem the happinefs we enjoy in the peace- 
able exercife of our moft holy religion. But 
thefe bleffings, gi*eat as they ai e, ai'e but 
little regarded by many ; and being common 
favours, are in a manner overlooked ; which 
neverthelefs does not in the leaft diminifh 
their worth and excellence Whereas the 
firft eltablifhers of Chriftianity would have 
thought themfelves arrived at the comple- 
tion of all their willies in this world, had they 
(like us) without the dread of torture, per- 
fecution, and martyrdom, been allowed the 
public pra6lice and profeflion of that reli- 
gion, th6 merciful propofals of which they 
were determined to embrace and publifh at 
the expence and hazard of their lives and 
fortunes. Yet notwithftanding the threats 
and cruelties of the Jews and Heathens, the 
Chriftian religion prevailed ; and in a few 
years after it's firft delivery greatly increafed, 
by the indefatigable care and courage of 
thofe divines, who upon that account, as 
well as for their exemplary lives, have been 
honoured with the title, of the fathers of the 
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chiirch. The doftrines which thole pious 
worthies taught, were free from every hun 
man invention ; were not defaced or blende4 
with pagan fuperftition or idolatry; but 
their hearers w?re taught to know that the 
real and true worfliip of Qod was in the 
heart and afFeftions. The empty-fliew of 
thofe ceremonies which in a few ages after 
were fuper-added by man, and containing 
only an outward form of religion, are fince, 
by the reformation, happily an4 entirely 
abolifhed : fo that at this time it mufl be 
acknowledged, by all whp impartially i^peak 
the truth, that our church liturgy, and 
public worfhip, is a moll: reafonable fervice. 
The articles of our faith feem confonant to 
reafon, and the precepts of religion are fuch 
as tend to our moral and eternal good. An^J 
iince in this more happy age we are not, by 
the dread of perfecution, deterred from 
publicly joining in the duties of our pro-? 
reffion 5 if therefore we now negleft the 
worfhip of God, it muft be owing to our 
own indifference, neglieencg, and fin : an4 
the advantage we lofe oy our abfence is not 
a little, becaufe God has promif^d that 
where two or three are met together in hi$j 
^ame, he will be in the midft of tliem. 

There are many repeated inflances, in 
fcripture, of the near communion of God 
^ith meii, .and his more merqiful attention 
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to prayers offered to him in places purpofely 
fet apart for his fervice. The fhekinah and 
glory of the- Lord which (hone round about 
the mercy-feat;, the gracious anfwer of God 
to Solomon at the dedication of his temple, 
Thefe and many other proofs which I could 
produce are fufficient to affure us, that the 
Divine Majefty is more immediately prefent 
in thefe hallowed houfes ; and they are alfo 
an argument of our obligation to attend the 
public duties therein performed. 

If, (as is really the cafe,) God in the 
fcriptures has commanded us to pay our 
public homage to him. with the reft of his 
congi^gation, in fome appointed place facred 
to his honour and gloiy j then our happi-. 
pefs and welfare, (if not in this yet moft 
affuredly ) in the future life greatly depends 
upon our regard for, and attendance on, the 
public worfhip. This is the way we teftify 
our refpeft for God, and fhew our defire to 
ferve him. Nothing fhould hinder u» 
praifing and praying to God publicly at the 
iftated times, and on the day he has fet apart 
for that purpofe. It is a duty that ought 
to be fccond to none j but all other things 
Ihould give place to that. It is an unpar- 
donable crime to make religion fubfervient 
to fecular dfairs : to fufFer any engagements 
to put us by paying the honour due to God : . 
|>ut to let any trifling caufe, fucli as vifits, 
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bufinefs, or company, prevent our atteiv* 
dance upon him, intimates that we are wil- 
ling to lerve God only when we have nothing 
elfe to do. Many abfent themfelves from 
public worfhip when they have no engage- 
ments, and in idlenefs wafte the precious 
fabbatb, — the appointed time for pious pur-^ 
pofes, — inftead or employing it in prayer and 
meditation y — a method that would be bene- 
ficifal to their prefent comfort, and profitable 
to their future welfare. 

Eternal blifs is of fuch great confequence, 
and is what moft wifh and defire to obtain, 
though all do not ei^neftly contend for it : 
it is a prize which none will be above ac-% 
cepting. The high and low, the rich and 
poor, all hope to be faved at the laft great 
day J and they can hope for falvation no 
other ways than the means the fcriptures 
prefcribe. If we refufe to honour and ferve 
God, we muft not think that he will reward 
us for our difobedience. That covenant 
into which we were entered at baptifin, 
wherein the merciful propofals of falvation 
are made, will be of no avail unlefs we obey 
and perform the conditions of it. As 'the 
reward is great beyond all conception, furely 
our endeavours ought to be proportionable. 
Our homage to God fhould be the primary 
qbjeft of our lives ; for if we make the du-^ 
,ties. of his fervice iubfervient to things of 
'. \ . . leffer 
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feffer moment, we offer an affront to him : 
and fuch hypocritical religion he will not 
accept, becaufe it is a plain teftimony that 
the heart is not rightly affedted towards 
huDEi. 

In order to pleafe God, and to be ac- 
cepted by him, we muft prefer his concerns 
to our own : we muft be zcaloufly difpofed 
for fpiritual and divine duties, and with a 
chearful alacrity always re^dy to join in his 
worfhip and adoration ; after the example 
of the holy Pfalmifl, who fays, I was glad 
whentliey faid unto me, let us go into the 
houfe of the Lord. "Let us, in imitation of 
the royal prophet, always be inclined to 
tread the hallowed coiirts of the Lord with 
religious joy, and come before his prefence 
with thailigiving J remembering tLt then 
we have a nearer accefs to him. 

Did the neglefters of public worfhip con- 
fider the obligation incumbent upon them 
to pay this due debt to God, none, would 
think themfdves top great to join in it, 
none too bufy to attend, none would prefer 
temporal engagements to fpiritual .duties. 
Our bufmefs at church is to prepare our- 
felves for another world ; to be reminded of 
future fcenes that will foon take place -, and 
to beget in ourfelves habits that will remain 
comforts tq us when the body (hall be no 
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more. In fine, our attendance at God** 
earthly tabernacle is to qualify ourfelves for 
his worfliip in heaven. Thefe are fome of 
the reafons which msJce public devotion a 
duty fo exceedingly neceffary. Let us no* 
irefufe to tread in the fmooth^nd pjeafant 
>aths of falvation which our Lord ^nd, 
iaviour has taught and dire^ed. .Let us 
be careful to make a proper ufe of the 
gracious means afforded us for the obtaining 
a caeleftial inheritance : that by freqjuent^g 
the public fervice of the church, we ijiay 
here find the way to eternal happinefs. And 
when we are convinced of the divine com- 
forts of religion, we fhall fay with th^ 
Pfalmift, O how amiable are thy tabernacles, 
thou Lord of hofts. May Almiehty God| 
in mercy to human infi/mity, be pleafedl 
ypon our repentance, to pardon and forgive 
us our fms s and, upon our prayers to him, 
may he grant us his grace to affift and dii^ft 
us in all our doings ; that fo we may be free 
from uneafy reflexions of confcifence, andi 
have^good reafon to entertain cpmfortable 
hopes of a happy immortality. ^ 
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CHAPTER V. 

f 

Of Repentance. 

REPENTANCE and penitence being 
commonly underftood to mean thd 
fame a6t of religioni therefore I will not 
trouble you w;th that nice diftinftion 
between the two words, which many 
infift on ; as it is riot in the leaft necefTary 
for my prefent purpoie. 

Repentance or penitence is a grief and 
forrow which is caufed by the recolleftion 
and acknowledgment of fins committed; 
which induces a perfon^ through fear and 
apprehenfion of merited punilhment, to 
grieve for his condition, to be forry for his 
oiFences, to defire forgivenefs, and to fet 
refolutions of living better for the time 
3to come. 

The humble confeflion and knowledge of 
guilt are neceflaiy ingredients in repentance; 
for if we do not know and confefs that we 
arc finners, we fhall neither be aware of our 
danger, nor feek for pardon and forgive- 
nefs. Few fins are committed inadvertently; 
for we generally know at tlie very inftant 
that we are doing wrong : this knowledge 
we cannot entirely root out of the mind^ 
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and though confciencemay for awhile fleepy 
yet it will not always ; but at one time or 
other it will attack us, and difturb our peace 
in fuch a manner, that ^11 the delights and 
pleafures of the World cannot give eafe or 
relief. We are then led to confefs our 
jDrfences, and to make earneft prayer for 
pardon. For how can we be faid to repent, 
tmlefs we confefs that we have done amifs, 
and condemn our eondu6t as wicked. 

This humble confeffion of fin is required 
in many places of fcripture. He who con- 
feffeth, and forfaketh fin, findeth mercy. 
If we confefs our fins, fays St. John, he is 
faithful and jufl: to forgive us our fins. If 
we do not acknowledge and confefs our fins, 
how can we either hope or expeft pardon. 
But if we belie\'e and dread the fad denun- 
ciations of God's wrath againft the impeni* 
tent wicked, we ftiall then confefs our fins, 
iand have our fouls filled with much forrow 
for them, and be highly difpleafed with our- 
'felves for our folly. Holy David's grief for 
his fins was fo great, as to water his couch 
with his tears. And in another place he 
•faid, I acknowledge my tranfgrefljon, and 
my fin is ever before me. If this grief and 
forrow proceed from the thoughts and ap*^ 
prchenfion of having offended God, who is 
3ufl, merciful, and good, and who judges 
bptli the. quick and the dead, :we ihall not 
: ^. i ftrive 
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ftnve to conceal our fins, but fhall make 
humble confeflion, and earneftly pray for 
pardon. 

In order to efFeft true repentance there 
muft be an entire change or the thoughts 
and behaviour, from evil to good ; which 
change, in fcripture, is called the renewing 
of the rnind, and the regenerate ftate. Thus 
St. Paul exhorts the Romans, 1 2th chapter 
and 2d verfe, Be ye transformed by the re-^. 
newing of your mind • In the old teftament 
this precept of repentance or reformation i^ . 
enjoined under leveral names and words, 
though all of the fame import: as in 
Ezekiel 14th, Repent, and turn yourfelves, 
i&c. Joel, 2d chapter, verfe 14th, If ye will 
return and repent. And in the 3d chapter 
of Matthew, the baptift we find began hi? 
miniftry with exhortations to this duty^ 
faying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. Now to rejient, in th^ 
Greek language, fignifies, to be w;ife after 
a perfoii has perceived his error : and in th§ 
fcripture it fignifies, to recover himfelf from 
the dangers of fin, and to reirjftate himfelf 
in God's favour. 

Without good refolutions of amendment, 
and of forfaking former evil habits, repen- 
tance cannot be fincere. It is not fufficient 
jh^t vs^e arejorry and grieve for our fins, but 
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Vft muft forfaliLC them, feek for pardon qx\^ 
forgivenefs, and pray for the affiftance of 
God's gi'ace. When the prophet Nathan 
reproved David, and laid his fins before him, 
he did not in the ieaft defend or excufe him- 
felf ; but cried out in the bitteraefs of his 
ibul, I have finned; and thereupon com- 
pofed the 51ft Pfalm ; full of heavinefs and 
^rief ; he bewails and laments his fall, ainc^ 
prays to God for the comfQrt of his Holy 
Spirit, that it might create in him a new 
heart, and new purpofes of amendment of 
life. Laftly, let us confider the end of re- 
pentance, which is T\o lefs than the remif- 
fion of fins, A good life bein^ the fruits 
of repentance, fo pardon and forgivenefs is 
the reward ; — a reward renewed and con- 
firmed by our Lord and Saviour, upon terms 
Hand conditions far more eafy than were con- 
tained in the old covenant; and wluch^ 
when he was raifed from the dead, he com- 
manded his difciples to publifh to all the 
world, and in his name to preach repentancq 
and forgivenefs of fins. ^ 
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C H A P T E R VI, 

Againji Swearing. 

IN handling this fubjecl, I will defcribe 
the nature and lawfulnefs of an oath 
taken upon ferious occafions : and adly, I 
will fet forth the heinoufncfs of the fin of 
common fwearing, as declared by the word 
of God. 

There is but little occafion to be profiife 
in fpeaking of the nature and lawfulnefs of 
oaths 5 or in reprefenting how far they arc 
allowable, and in what cafes, becaufe fcru* 
pies of this fort are not near fo common as 
blafphemy and profanenefs. But, however, 
for the fatisfa6tion of fome, I will fay a few 
words concerning it. 

An oath is the invoking God as a witnefs 
to the truth of what we fay ; and it is juftly 
reckoned the ftrifteft bond and tye amongft 
men ; as indeed it ought to be ; for if we 
fwear falfly we expofe ourfelves to the curfe 
and vengeance of God. It is alfo a principal 
part of religious worfhip and adoration ; for 
by it we appeal to the Almighty as the 
fearcher of our hearts, we own him to be 
the Sovereign Lord and Governor of the 
^orld, w^ acknoAvledge hin> to he omni-- 
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fcient, and the avenger of p^quiy an4 
l^alfhood: an oath, therefore, >yhenferioufly 
taken and rightly circumftanced, iends to 
the glory of God ; becaufe we confefs his 
fupreme power, his providencei and know- 
ledge over all human affairs, and that we 
cannot appeal tp an higher or a g;reatei^ 
being. 

Oaths are neeeffaiy to civil g<n?ernment, 
the adminiftration of juftice, and the peacei 
and welfare of community. They are alfq 
neceffary for finding out and clearing thd 
truth in doubtful and controverted matters^ 
and this law of taking them in fuch circum-* 
ftances was inftituted Iby God himfelf ; as 
we read in Exodus, 2 2d chapter^ verfe nth; 
— Then fhall an oath of the Lord be be- 
tween them both, that he hath npt put his 
hand unto his neighbour's goods 5 and the 
owner of it fhall accept thereof ; and he 
fhall not make it good. The apofUc, in 
Hebrews, 6th chapter, apd 1 6th verfe, iays^ 
That an oath, for the confirmation of men^ 
is the end of all flrife. They can give no 
greater affurance of their faith and fincerity; 
therefore they ought to be believed that they 
mean as they fay. To call upon the Divine 
Being to teftify to a falfhood, or to invoke 
him who knows the thoughts of the heart, 
as a witnefs to a thing which at the very 
time they intend not to perform, or are inr^ 
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different about, is a great proof of a pro- 
fane, atheiftical mind : or at leaft that 
they have renounced all love and fear of 
God. Some fins may proceed from a for- 
getfulnefs of God, and may be fometimes 
inadvertently committed 3 b^ut a folemn oath 
is generally adminiftered ^nd taken deli^ 
berately : and thus to appeal to God to covei* 
our vile hypocrify, is a defiance to his 
power and omnifcience. We cannot be too 
colle6i:ed in this a6l of religion, whenever 
neceffity requires that it fhould be admini- 
ftered unto us. God, who is every where 
prefent, privy to our intents and imagina- 
tions, afluredly knows whether what we are 
about to depofe be true or falfe. 

Oaths are divided into two khids, viz* 
aflTertoiy and promiflbry. 

An afferting oath is made ufe of to con- 
firm the truth of what we aflert ; that thofe 
to whom we addrefs ourfelves may give 
credit to what we fay. This is feldom taken 
only in the courts of judicature, when^ 
without any prevarication, we fhould be 
very circumfpeft in regard to truth, becaufe 
men's live? and fortunes are concerned. 

' Apromilforyoath relates to fomething to 
come, and requires the prefent fincere in- 
tention to perform what we promife; and 
alfo our care aftd endeavour afterwards to 
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a^ accbrding as we have promifed. This 
is generally taken upon admiflion to aa 
office ; when the perfon folemnly fwears that 
he will truly and faithfully execute that 
office. Some refpe6l, therefore, fhovid be 
had to this Jolemn a6t of religion ; that fo 
thofe who enter upon public offices may 
carefully difcharge all the duties of them* 
Not to regard this part of divine adoration, 
and to be carelefs and indifferent in dif- 
charging thofe offices which we bind our- 
lelves by oath faithfully to perform, is a 
manifeft perjury, and a great affront to the 
majefty of God: alfo to fwear to any cir- 
cumftance raftily, malicioufly, falfly, or 
wantonly, is a wicked deceit which endan-^ 
gers the property, or reputation, or perhaps 
the life of an innocent fellow-creatiire. So 
cautious ought we to be in the truth of 
what we fwear toj this method being the 
greateft alfurance we can give of our fiii-^ 
cerity 5 a method not only allowed by th« 
Almighty, but even inltituted by him, for 
the peace and fatisfad:ion of fociety ; and 
not intended to be aboliftied (as many think) 
by thefe words of our Saviour, Swear not 
at all — Matthew 5th chapter, 34th verfe. 
For as the religion of an oath was obferved 
under the Jewifh ceconomy ; fo our Lord, 
who came not to deftroy the law or the 
prophets, he therefgre (Jid not defign to 
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forbid the ufe of them with regiard to their 
primary inftitutioii; but only to diffuade 
the Jews from ufmg an equivocal form of 
(wearing in their ordinary difcourfej a 
praftice common amongft them in the time 
of our Saviour. If then, the Jewiflicuftom 
of fwearing by any of God's creatures was 
finful, certainly then the taking the facrcd 
name of the Creator in vain, and invoking 
him, upon ordinary and trivial occafions, 
muft be an heinous offence. Almighty 
God, by his own voice, has declared, that 
he will not hold him guiltlefs that taketh 
his name in vain. Our Lord, in his fermon 
on the mount, enjoined his difciples to ob- 
ferve plainnefs, limplicity and honefly in 
their converfation 3 and forbad that extra- 
vagant talk, which to gain credit with the 
hearers, required to be backed with an oath. 

The too frequent ufe of oaths in com- 
mon difcourfe, makes them lefs efteemed 
and regarded upon folemn and important 
occafions ; and deftroys that good efFe6l 
they would otherwife have in preferving the 
peace and fafety of community, and for 
which they were initituted. 

This d6l of religious worlhip fhould only 
be made ufe of when neceffity or the public 
good requires it; and not to confirm the 
trutii of vain and ra(h things i becaufe it 
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IS an appeal to the moft high God, vfrho h 
too mighty to he called upon at people's 
htiAibur and paffion, and is a juft avenger 
of thofe who make a mock of him, and 
take his name in vain. 

Is it fit or reafonable that man, who 
depends upon God for all the bleffings of 
nature, and by whbfe goodnefs and bounty 
alone he fubfifts ; is it that he fliould trifle 
with or make light of that great and good 
being? Some pretend that they do not 
Iwear with a defire or an intention to com- 
mit fin, for that the oath is only ufed as 
an expletive. But what a great crime and 
high affront is this againft the Almighty, to 
fubftitute the name of the glorious God to 
fill up or ornament our empty talk! Con- 
fider who it is, that is thus rafhly and wan- 
tonly invoked ; the great and terrible God, 
who made heaven and earth, and all that 
therein is; who layeth the beams of his 
chambers in the waters, and fpreadeth 0ut 
the heavens like a curtain. Certainly then, 
upon a little deliberation, we fhall judge it 
not right, thus to ufe his facred name for 
the idle purpofe of fvvelling (or is is vainly 
thought) of adorning our converfiitibn. 

Did the common fwearer obferve what 
he was faying, he muft think himfelf highly 
finful, to treat the Creator of all things in 
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liich a feryile rnanner as to invoke him ^t 
all times to curfe and condemn whom he 
pleafes. Now they who accuftom them- 
lelvcs to this praftice, are for the moft part 
very ignorant, or elfe men of diffolute and 
debauched lives, and abandoned principles. 
Do we ever fee a pei'fon of a cultivated un- 
dcrftanding, and delicate fentiment, make 
ufe of fucn dreadful imprecations, which 
fo often fall from the mouths of the pro- 
-fane vulgar ? Do we ever fee a truly honeft 
and well-difpofed man, thus rafhly flying 
iiirfhe face of his Maker, and appealing to 
God as a witaqls to the truth of what he 
affirms ? No, be has more regard to his own 
veracity and cr^it;than to advance any cirr- 
•cumftance that :needs to be corroborated 
^ith an oath : and he is top^j^iUtious, and 
has too njuch reverence for his heavenly 
Benefa6i;oi;, ever to c?ill \upon him through 
wantonnefs or paffion. 

It is the debauchee, and the man of no 
principle, who thus adorn and fwell their 
difcourfe with loud imprecations or fafbion- 
able curfes ; who wifh to be thought coura- 
geous and gay ; and to acquire the name of 
wits : whereas the oath is the chief fub- 
ftance of what they have to lay ; for without 
it their difcourfe is flat and infipid; and with 
it, it is an offence to the wife and good, who 
are able enough to comprehend the ideas of 
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others delivered in faithful words, without' 
the lielp of thundering oaths. 

The mind of that perfon who habituates 
himfelf, and perfeveres in this praftice, muft 
be filled only with ideas of the grofs things 
of this world -, unmindful of another life ; 
unmindful of the joys of heaven ; ^4 ^-^r 
gardlefs of the power of the . Creatpf on 
earth ; who can, if he pleafes, upon our fin 
againft him, confign both foul and body to 
utter deflruftion. 

But was this cuflom of profane fwearing 
not declared a fin, or exprefsly forbid in the 
word of God, (as we know it is,) yet fHU it 
cannot be reckoned an accomplifhment ; if 
it be, it is fuch an one as the meaneft man 
alive may make himfelf mailer of ; as it re- 
quires neither genius nor learning. And! 
am happy to fay, that at this time it is 
generally difcountenanced by perfbns of po- 
lite and refined manners : but is flill too 
common among the lower clafles; whp, 
(I hope,) commit this unnecefTary fin thro* 
ignorance, and for want of being reminded 
of it's magnitude and fatal confequences. 
From this imperfect attempt I have here 
made, I fincerely wifh that thofe who ac- 
cuftom themfelves to this filly, yet dan- 
;erous fin, may be admoniftied of it's hate- 
'ujnefs in th^ fight of Gqd. This fin pro- 
duces 
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duces neither pleafure nor profit -, anfwers 
no purpofe, except that it is a mfethod of 
venting paffion ; and in excufe^ for which 
nothing can be pleaded more; th^n cuftom. 
All (in indifoofes us for fpiritual duties ; but 
ihis is worfe than other fins, becaufe it is a 
defiance to the Almighty, and entirely dif- 
qUalifies us for divine worfhip. For how 
can a perfon appear before God in prayer, 
if a little before he has been trifling with or 
blafpheming him ? Let me exhort you, for 
the falvation of your fouls, henceforward 
,to forbear the commiffion of this ridiculous^ 
•but dangerous fin ; and whenever an oath 
Ihall inadvertently efcape you, recoUeftthe 
heinoufnefs of the offence againft Cod, and 
pray for forgivenefs and the renewal of his 
gr^ce ; fo that by being circumfpeft in your 
thought? and words, you may, by the help 
of God, in a little time be entirely free from 
a vice which expoles you to certain and in- 
evitable deflruction. And by leaving and 
. forfaking it, you may, with comfort, me- 
• ditate on the glorious reward promif^d to 
the ptjedient in the life to come* 
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CHAPTER VH. 

T 

Of the Sacraments. 

CVUR Saviour, by his huimliation mid 
/ fufibring, has freed us from the per- 
formance of earthly facrifices ; and, in 
.compaffion to our infirmities, has eftab* 
iifhed a covenant upon more eafy coiy- 
ditions ; fo that we aie no longer occupied 
in the numerous duties, which were types 
4md ftiadows of the one great facrmce, 
fwhercby the whole race of mankind is re- 
^d^med. Eternal glory is now made over 
ito us, upon the obfervance of a very few 
dGblemn ntes, indifpenfably neceflary for our 
falvation, and altogether eafy to be per- 
rformed ; for Chrift's yoke is eafy, ajid lus 
;burden light. 

Baptifm Mid the Lord's-Supper are the 
two faeraments which our church, from 
the authority of fcripturc, has enjoined the 
obfervance of, as having been inftituted by 
our Saviour; and which, before his alfeen- 
lion into heaven, he commanded the 
jipoftles to teach all nations. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
Of Baptifm. 

BAPTISM is that ceremony bjr which( 
we are admitted and entered into the 
privileges of the Chriftian Church: and 
by the outward fign or fprinkline with 
water, according to the form of the new 
covenant, we are alTured of God's gracious 
intentions towaids us, of the forgivenefs 
of fms, and of eternal falvation : and on 
our part, we are bound to live in faith and 
obedience to the divine precepts. Under 
the Jewifti ceconomy, they who were con- 
verted from idols to the worfhip of the true 
God, were ufually baptized or dipped in 
water; fignifying that they had forfaken 
the fervice of molten images, the works of 
their own hands : and that thev would for 
.the future obferve and perform the ordi- 
nances of the living God. John the Bap- 
tift, by divine command, praftifed the 
fame ceremony among the Jews, whereby 
he reprefented the degeneracy and corrup- 
tion of their manners, and that they had 
as great need of repentance and amend- 
ment as the idolatrous nations. 

This cuftom of baptizing at the entrance 
pn a new ftate of life, our Lord enjoined 

his 
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his difciples ; and that they fhould praflife 
it not only among the Jews, but among 
tlie Gentiles alfo, with the additioii of his 
own name, and of that of the Holy Ghoft. 
Go ye, teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son^ 
and of the Holy Ghoft. 

In the Catechifm we are taught, that in 
a facrament there are two parts, viz. the 
outward vifible fign, and the inward fpiri- 
tual grace. Now, the outward vifible iign, 
or form in baptifm, is water ; in which the 
whole body formerly ufed to be immerfed 
and waftied; but as infant baptifm is 
generally now pra6tifed, whofe tender age, 
and fometimes weaknefs or licknefs, could 
not endure to be plunged entirely in the 
water, without manifeft hazard of life; 
therefore the cuftom of fprinkling has 
wifely been introduced, and juftly efteemed, 
for the above reafons, to be equally ac- 
ceptable to God, in order to obtain the 
gracious benefits propofed in this inftitu- 
tion, viz. the remiflion of fms, and the 
affiftance of divine grace. 

This outward a6l of baptizing with 
water, in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoft, is an authentic 
fign or feal to ratify and confirm the pro- 
ffiifes of God to us, and our engaging to 
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perform the duties which he requires. But 
It may be objeftedj that children are unable 
to obfeiTC and perform the conditions of 
this covenant; and therefore the benefit, 
however great, cannot be obtained by in- 
jFant baptifm* To this I anfwer, that as 
we are all fprung from that unhappy paii*, 
who, by theii: difobedience, had roiTCited 
God's favour; we, therefore, by nature, 
have within us thofe feeds of iniquity which 
will be produdtive of many fins and much 
wickednefs; butj by the facrifice and co- 
venant of Chrift, are all wa/Qied away in 
baptifm : for we then are regenerate and 
have entered upon a new courfe of life;* 
iThis is the entrance into that faith and co- 
venant by which we hope to be faved, and 
to inherit the bleflTed promifes of a happy 
cterhity ; and as the uncertainty of life is 
£o great, it is deemed prudent for us to 
enter into this covenant, by fiireties, in 
our infancy ; that fo, if any fhould not 
live to renew this vow made for them, and 
to confirm their chriftian faith themfelves, 
thev may, as having the feal of baptifm, 
and being children of God by adoption, be 
. partakers 'of the- glories our Lord has pur- 
chafed for them by his paffion. The pri- 
vileges and benefits of this covenant, wnich 
we enter into with God at our baptifin, arp 
very many; the promifes aiid rewaids 
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glorious, and great beyond our conception j 
and the conditions and obligations mercifal 
and eafy. Let us therefore diligently ftrtve 
to fulfil and perform this vow and covenant^ 
which we have fo folemnly engaged and 
undertook to do: for if we neglcft our 
parts thereof, we forfeit our right and claim 
to the ineftimabk benefits j we cannot hope 
for pardon of our fins^ and for the favour 
and acceptance of God, Being unworthy 
members, we lofe the comforts and afiift^ 
ance of the Holy Spirit, and the ereat 
bleflednefs of being partakers with dhrift 
•hereafter. Let us, with thankfiilnefs to 
•God for his tender mercies, perfevei:e>ath 
faith and affarance in the golpel, arid look 
forward in hope of being received as ftdth- 
ful foldiers and fervants of our Lord lefas 
Chrift. ' 
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C H AFTER IX. 

Of the Sacrament of the Lord's Suffer. 

^"^HIS holy rite was inftituted by our 
^ Lord at the feaft of the paffpver, at 
the end of which celebration, as they Were 
eating, Jefus took bread, and bteffed it, 
and brake it, and ^ve it to his difciples, 
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faying, take, eat, this is my body. And 
he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, faying, drink ye all of it, for 
this is my blood of the new teftament, 
which i5 fhed for many for the remiflion of 
fms. In St. Luke thefe words are added; 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

Now, firft, I will ftiew the nature and 
defign of the inftitution of the holy facra- 
ment. adly. The neceffity of n-e(juent 
commxmion. 

Firft. Our Lord, who knew that all 
things which were fppken of him by the 
prophets were now accomplifhed, efpecially 
commanded his difciples to commemorate 
iiis approaching paflion by partaking of 
bread and wine, as reprefeiitations and 
iigns of his body which was fhoitly Xo be 
broken on the crofs, and of his blood 
which Was to be poured out and fhed for 
the remiffion of fins. This facrament, like 
the covenant of baptifm, was to be the- 
general fign and feal of thof? who hope for 
falvation by means of that fonn of worfhip 
our Lord has prefcribcd. As Almighty 
God appointed the pafchai fupper, that the 
Jews might perpetually remember the great 
favour and deliverance which they expe- 
rienced in Egypt, when the firft bora in 
every houfe of the Egyptians was flain : fb 

A a 2 our 



■\ 



( i88 ) 

cur Saviour inftituted this ceremonjr ^ d 
deliverance from fin and the wrath of God. 
Wherefore he fays, this is the new tefta- 
ment in my blood. This do ye as oft as ye 
drink it in remembrance of me. But here 
we may take notice that our Saviour did not 
mean that the bread and wine was indeed 
his v?ry body and blood, (as fome errone- 
oufly think,) but only reprefentations there^ 
of s and f o^;- ever to b? received as figns and 
memorials of what he has done for us. 
The doftrine of tranfubftantiation is fo 
contrary to reafon, and to the iftftitution of 
our Saviour, and fd little believed among 
us, that I fhall not trouble you with any 
pbfervations about it. Upon account of 
the frailty of our memories, who are apt 
to forget the greateft benefits, our Saviour 
therefore ordered, that when we come tp- 
gether for the worfhip of God, we fhould 
ipartake of bread and wine, as fymbols and 
tokens of his death and paflion, and of the 
ni^frcies obtained thereby, in the remifllon 
of fins. And this receiving of the bread 
and wine is called the outward part or fign 
of the Lord's fupper . 

In every age and nation it has been cuf- 
tomary to commemorate great benefaftions 
and mercies by fome inftituted rite or othen 
Even the heathens had feafts in honour o| 
their heroes and demi-^ods. And in th6 
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holy fcriptiires we find tliat Almighty Cod 
has revealed his will to mankind in a way 
fuitable to our capacity ; and has delivered 
unto us invifible and fpiritual things, by 
certain vifible corporal figns. So he was 
pleafed to confirm the covenant and pro-» 
mife made to Noah, with the fign of the 
Rainbow in the clouds. To Abraham he 
confirmed his promife by the external fign 
of Circumcifion. The Kraelites were en- 
joined to keep the Paffover, in order to 
preferve the memory of their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage. The unleavened 
Bread was commanded to be eaten, to re- 
mind them of their hafty departure. And 
in the new teftament, our Lord, by his in- 
vifible power, relieved and cured difeafes of 
every kind, by the invifible laying on of 
his hands ; and reftored the dead to life, 
"by the word of his mouth. Alfo, in the 
oblgtion of himfclf for the fins of the 
world, he appointed Bread and Wine to 
be the vifible figns to perpetuate the mcr 
mory of his mercy ; that fo the receiving 
the holy communion may imprefs upon 
our minds a continual remembrance of the 
great and infinite benefits he hath obtained 
for us by his fufferings. This then is the 
covenant or new tefl:ament in Chrifl:'s 
t)lood, viz. that God will give pardon of 
ftfl and eternal life> upon condition of faith 
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and repentance; this he feals to. us in the 
facrament ; and on our part we mull per- 
form the conditions, by partaking of the 
facred elements as he has commanded. 

And thus have I fhewn you, as plainly 
as I can, the nature and defign of this 
holy inftitution. 

2dly, I will fhew the neceflity of fre-; 
quently attending this duty ; and that the 
plea of unworthinefs, from the mifinter- 
pretation of St. Paul's text, is invalid* 

One particular refpefting the neceflity 
of frequent communion is, that it is the 
efpecial defire of our Lord himfelf : Do 
this, fays he, in remembrance of me. This 
was the only proper aft of worfhip which 
pur Saviour enjoined, and was the laft he 
gave in command to his difciples : for now 
^eing about to be offered up for the fins of 
men, and by his death and paflion to pro- 
cure eternal falvation upon cafier terms 
$han were ever before propofed, he re-* 
quefted this particular thing of them,— 
that they would remember him by the ob* 
fervation of thofe things which he had 
appointed. This requeft, fo gentle and 
eafy to be complied with, ought to have 
great weight with us. This laft command 
which our Saviour has impofed upon us, 
then about tp fufFejr for our fins and 
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iniquities, and tx) procure for us innumer- 
able bleffings, (hould excite us with ardent 
affedtion to join in the holy ceremony. 

If our Lord had enjoined many coftly 
and laborious rites, yet we ought to have 
obferved them without murmuring, con- 
lidering what of his own free will he has 
done for us. But inftead of putting us to 
any trial of love and obedience, by the in* 
ftitution of a number of ceremonies and 
facrilices, he has delivered us from that 
bondage and yoke, which neither we nor 
our fathers were able to bear, and in their 
room, befides baptifm, he has appointed 
but this folemn rite for us to obferve ; a 
folemnity not in the leaft troublefome or 
laborious, but altogether eafy to be com- 
plied with. But again, if gratitude for the 
tender mercies of Chrift will not move lis 
to a compliance with this duty, yet we 
fhall do well to confider that it is a pofitive 
command, and which we are bound to 
obey, if we wifti and intend to fulfil the 
conditions of the covenant we made at our 
baptifm. How can we profefs Chriftianity, 
if we negleft the principal and chief part of 
Chriftian worfhip ? We are glad to embrace 
the gracious and benign propofals of the 
gofpel ; but if we do not contorm to them, 
what reafon have we to hope for advantage ? 
Our Lord has plainly and exprefsly declared, 

in 



{ ^92 ) 

in the 6th chapter of St. John, 53d and 
\§4th verfes, that except ye eat the nefh g[ 
the Son of Man, and drink his blood, yp 
have no life in you, Whofo eateth my flem, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life^ 
and I will raife him up at the laft day. Foir 
my flefh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed. He that eateth my flefh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me and I 
in him. 

From the repetition of the fame thing, 
though emphatically expieffed in the dif- 
ferent words, we may be affured that the 
myftery contained in them is very important, 
which myfteiy is the communion of the body 
and blood of Chrift. He is the atonement 
for our (ins, and if we negleft to feed upoii 
him here, that is, to obferve his inflitution, 
we fhall be excluded his glory hereafter. 

Initiated into Chrift's covenant, we hope 
and feek for falvation by it's falutary pre- 
cepts and direftions : we efteem baptifni, 
private adoration, and all other rites and 
ceremonies, to be indifpenfibly neceflary ; 
and above all, the facrament of the Lord's 
Ibpper. Why, therefore, fhould we negleft 
the principal condition ? Our Saviour is our 
expiatory facrifice; whofe gracious inten- 
tions we muft commemorate; whofe in- 
junftions we muft obey, by partaking of 
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thofe fymbols and tokens which fignify his 
body and blood, before his death and palfion 
can beneficially be applied to us. 

By the obfervance of this duty we receive 
remillion of fins, and are made partakers of 
the kingdom of God : but by the negleft of 
it we lofe thefe advantages ; we are yet in 
our fins ; and become liable to eternal death 
and mifery. If, then, the receiving the 
holy communion is indifpenfibly neceflaiy 
to iaivation, let us by no means omit it. It 
is not left to our choice whether we will do 
it or not, but it is a ftri6t command, and 
which we muft obey if we hope to be faved. 
The common excufe which moft people 
make is, that they are unfit and unworthy, 
and therefore afraid to communicate ; that 
hereafter they intend to reform and im- 
prove ; and when they find themfelves more 
religious, and more zealous towards God, 
then they will attend this holy folemnity. 
But the facrament is allowed on all hands to 
be a moft likely means to bring us to re- 
pentance, to infpire us with pious thought?, 
and to procure the affiftance of the Holy 
Spirit. It is the opinion of many learned 
men, that St. Paul, in his epiftle, does not 
mean, that we fliould be alfared that we 
are in a ftate of grace and in the favour and 
friendfhip of God, before we come to the 
Jiioly communbn ; it is fufficient that we 
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repent, and earneftly defire to obey the mo- 
tions of his heavenly grace : for if none are 
to receive the facrament but thofe who are 
pure and free from all fm, our communions 
would be lefs than they are now. 

By receiving unworthily, the apoftle fig- 
nifies, tVofe who do it with irreverence and 
indevotion, regardlefs of the inftitution and 
of the end for which it was ordained : and 
he feverely reproves thofe he wrote to for a 
praftice which, inftead of producing fpi- 
ritual profit, expofed them to the vengeance 
and wrath of God. Preparation for this 
duty is undoubtedly neceflary ; but in general 
we fhould at all times be circumfpe6t with 
regard to our own behaviour -, and willing, 
when occafion requires, to forgive the af- 
fronting and injurious behaviour of our 
neighbours. And although we are un- 
worthy of this gracious benefit, yet' if we 
repent of our fins, and pray for forgivenefs 
and divine grace, the receiving of the holy 
communion will ftrengthen and confirm our 
faith and repentance, and we fhall be re- 
ceived as worthy partakers in the fight of 
God. Thus we find that the excufe of 
being unfit and unworthy cannot be ad- 
mitted : but it is an unwillingnefs to forfake 
our fins and pleafures, that makes us averfe 
to ufe this effeftual means of grace. If wc 
are confcious of being finful, we have the 
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greater need of the facrament, becaufe that 
IS the moft likely means of fubdiiing fin.. 
Let us, therefore, repent and amend, and 
no longer with-hold from performing this 
indifpenfibleduty of religion : that fo, here- 
after, we may be admitted worthy partakersi 
of the promifes which our Lord has pur- 
chafed for us. 



CHAPTER X. 

Of the Mortification of the PaJJtons. 

IF we have upon our minds a proper 
conviftion of the two different ftates to 
which the righteous and the wicked are to 
be adjudged; if we hope for the joys and 
promifes of heaven, and fear the punifh- 
ments and threatenings of hell, we (hall 
naturally purfue fuch means as will enable 
us to obtain the former and avoid the latter. 
And if our conviftion arifes from a belief 
of the fcriptures wherein thefe promifes and 
fears are revealed, then reafon dire6ts that 
we fhould make ufe of the remedies which 
they teach, and be admoniftied of our danger 
by the intimations which they afford. 

Now as there are two conditions after 
this life, the one of joy, and the other of 
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torments, or the one of life, and the other 
of death; and two eftates of life in this 
world as me^ns tending thereto, one evil 
and another good : for fome live after the 
flcfh, and fome after the fpirit ; but they 
that live after the fielh ihall die ; but they 
who by the fpirit, do mortify the deeds of 
the body, Ihall live. 

Thefe two contrary ways lead to the 
different ends of futurity. 

In further treating of thi3 fubje^, I will 
confider what is meant by living after the 
flefti ', and 2dly, what is meant by mor- 
tifying the deeds of the body through the 
Ipirit, whereby we {hall live. 

We are faid to live after the flefti, when 
we fuffer either the pleafures or cares of the * 
world to engofs our time and attention; and 
by indulgnig ourfelves in the former, or 
giving ourfelves up as an anxious prey to 
the latter, we let them take fuch hold of us, 
as to draw our minds from more important 
purfuits and more ufef ill meditations, even 
thofe which concern our future and ever- 
lafting happinefs. 

The luffs of the flefh s^re many and 
various, for fome are addifted to.one vice, 
and fome to another : and when a perfon 
yields to the influence of fome prevailing 
paffion, and with eagernefs adheres to the 
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follies and vanities of the world, he is faid 
to live after the fleih. The apoftle tells iis 
that they who live after the fiefti, that is, 
give the reins to their lufts to pleafe their , 
Icnfual appetites, and defire things ac^ 
cording to the corruption of their hearts, 
fhall die. How dangerous, then, is the 
condition of the epicur<i, the libertine, and 
unthinking Chrifuan ! who die in an un-» 
regenerate ftatej who forget themfelves 
whence they are, and whither they go -, who 
forget that by fetting their afFeftions on the 
pleafures of this world, tliey forfeit the 
felicity of the next, and fubjeft themfelves 
to the puniftiment of eternal death. By 
too great an attachment therefore to the 
care and pleafures of life, regardlefs of 
higher things, we live according to the flefh* 
I will next fhew what is meant by morti- 
fying the deeds of the body through the 
fpirit, whereby we fhall live. 

Whilft we continue in this world the 
devil will not ceafe to entice us to fm by 
one alluring temptation or another ; > it be- 
hoves us to be always on our guard againfl: 
his wiles, and to refift this enemy 6f our 
falvation. And, for our encouragement 
herein, God has given us the help of his 
Spirit J with which, if our own endeavours 
co-operate, we have it in our power to 
effect an efcape from his dangerous (hares. 

St. Paul, 
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St. P^ul, by mortifying the deeds of the 
body, means, the fubduing the lufts and 
paffions; keeping the mind and body in 
lubjeftion to the reafon ; not to let the'cares 
and riches, the pleafures and vanities of the 
world, take fuch hold of us, as to impede 
our progrefs in the purfuit of higher feli- 
cities J and, like the feed choaked up with 
thorns, to bring no fruit to perfeftion. 

In this aft of mortification we are not 
only hot to comply with unlawful and for- 
bidden pleafures, but to indulge in thofe 
which are innocent and allowable with 
prudence and moderation, not to excefs, or 
repugnant to reafon. The more we give 
ourfelves up to the pleafures of the world, 
the more our delires mcreafe ; and. the more 
we endeavour to wean ourfelves from them> 
the more clearly we difcern their vanity and 
deceitfulnefs ; until at laft we are utterly 
. averfe to fuch unfatisfaftory enjoyments ; 
and, by the help of the Holy Spirit, have 
brought ourfelves to fuch a frame of mind, 
as to be mortified to every earthly pleafurej^ 
and entirely at liberty to fix our affe6tions 
upon things which are pure, holy, and 
everlafting. The affiftance of God^s grace, 
which is never refufed to the pious fup- 
plicant, gives him a great advantage of 
knowing and doing things that are pleafing 
to the Almighty 5 and leads ^nd guides to 
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his eternal ftate. If we would obey the 
commands of God, and hope for his favour 
and acceptance, we mull, as St- Paul fays, 
mortify the deeds of the body through the 
fpirit. By whofe prevailing influence we 
are to fubdue and bring into fubje6lion our 
paflions and appetites. If we yield to the 
directions of this heavenly monitor, he will 
help us to refrain the impetuofity of our 
lufts, and turn our minds another way. 
The habits of grace increafe by exercife; 
and our duty to God is performed with 
greater pleafure and delight, the more we 
devote ourfelves to him. Chrift's yoke 
groweth every day more cafy ; and we are 
more defirous to root out of the mind an 
afFeflion for things, whofe fallacy we more 
cleaily difcern. 

A pious life produces a tranquillity of 
mind, which is not to be obtained by the 
greatefl acquifition of w^calth, or the moft 
induftrious purfuit of pleafure. The re- 
flexions that proceed from having fixed our 
affeftions upon the real and folid joys of 
the future flate, in preference to this 
world's perifliable uncertainties, affbrd a 
happiilels of which nothing can deprive 
us. Let not fin reign in our mortal bodies, 
but let us fliun it's dear-bought pleafures, 
purchafed at the hazard of immortal falva- 
tion. Let us, by the ejcercife of religion, 

make 
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make provifion for that ftate, where we 
muft finally and eternally dwell ; and then, 
in decline of life, when we approach near 
to death, and being lick of tne follies and 
vanities of this world, we fhall (by a con- 
tinued perfeverance in piety) have a more 
diftinft idea and more delightful profpefts 
of that happy place, where we mould . all 
eameftly pray to be admitted. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Of Death y and the Preparation for it. 

4 

THE firft thing that occurs in con- 
fidering this fubjeft is it's certainty 5 
and the next is the uncertainty of the time. 
After meditating a little on thefe two, I 
will fhew the neceflity of fortifying our- 
felves by preparation. 

Death is that event which puts a final 
period to our earthly exillence' : an event 
common to all mankind ; and of efcaping 
which we have not the leaft colourable 
hope. It is as natural to die, as to be 
bom ; and the many inftances which we 
ourfelves behold, demonft'rate this truth. 
The monuments and infcriptions erected to 
the memory of thofe who once lived upon 

earth, 
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earth, and are by death removed hence, 
bear witnefs to the fame. And the lofs of 
our friends and relations, whofe perfons 
and converfation are yet in our memories, 
makes deep the impreffion, and reminds 
us, that we ourfelves muft one day fufFep 
the fame fate : for as St. Paul fays, It is 
appointed unto all men once to die. 

It is an abfolute decree of God, who,^ 
before the fall, denounced this threat, 
faving. In the day thou eateft of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, thou (halt 
furely die. And after the fall that fentence 
was confirmed and executed upon our firfl: 
parents and their pofterity ; for all either 
have or muft fubmit to it. 

Death is the immutable decree of God, 
and is natural to mankind. As the woman, 
of Tekoah faid. For we muft needs die, and 
are as water fpilt upon the ground, which 
cannot be gathered up agam-^— 2d Samuel, 
14th chapter, 14th verfe. 

2dly, Though death is indeed certain, yet 
the time and manner of dying to us is un- 
certain and unknown. ^ For man knoweth 
not his time : as the fifties that are taken iii 
an evil net, and as the^birds that are caught 
in the fnare ; fo are the fons of men fnared 
in an evil time, when it falleth fuddcnly 
upon them — Eccles . 9th chapter, 1 2th verfe. 
. Cc Moft 
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Moft of US wifti, nay expe6t, that our lives 
will be fpun out to the longeft period : but 
as we know not the number of our. days, 
we therefore cannot be fure of to-morrow, 
much lefs reafon have we to flatter ourfelves 
with the profpedl of old age. So many and 
variQus are the ways by which we may leave 
thefe fleeting fcenes, and enter upon others 
that are everlafl:ing, that we ought ferioufly 
to confider, and be well aware of the frailty 
and uncertainty of our prefent abode. Some 
are fnatched off" fuddenly in an infl:ant, 
without any wafning^ of their departure, 
while others have timely notice by a lin- 
gering illnefs. Mankind are always under 
the dominion and power of death, but we 
know not at what ftage of life he will exert 
his power. Many die in their cradles, — 
jufl: tafte of life, and, as it were, difgufted 
with the world, expire. Many are cut 
down before they have rifen to manhood. 
Many in their full fl:rength and greateflr 
luftre are deprived of the refidue of their 
years. And but very few in comparifon 
are permitted to reach, what is much wiflied 
for, a decrepit old age. It is equally un-. 
certain where, or in what form, death may 
make his attack upon us ; whether abroad 
or at home, in the field or on our own bed. 
The univerfal conqueror, to whofe dart we 
are always fubjeft, ftrikes us in different 
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ways. In confirmation pf this, befides our* 
own obfervation, the fcriptures furnifh us 
with a variety of inftances, as Abel, who 
was flain in the field — Gen. 4th. Saul 
met his end in battle — ift book of Samuel, 
3 1 ft chap. Abner in treacherous converfe 
with Joab— 2d of Samuel, 3d chap, Ab- 
falom in an oak. 

Whether the power of external injury 
may forcibly fcpai'ate our fouls from our 
bodies, as it did thofe I have mentioned^ 
God only knows : or it may be his divine 
decree that we fhall refign our fouls without 
pain 6r anguifti, or it may pleafe him that, 
the king of terrors may approach us in the 
moft ghaftly and terrific appearapce ; but. 
this to us is a myftery. We moft of u? 
hope to live long, and to fee good days^ but 
perhaps, inftead thereof, the autumn of our. 
lives may be tempeftuous and ftqrmy, full 
of anxiety and trouble j, and even at the 
laft we may breathe out our fouls in thq 
bittereft agonies. 

Now feeing that our departure out of this' 
world is fo uncertain, we fhall do well 
always to be prepared for it, by the ftudy 
and praftice of Chriftian light and know- 
ledge : a method that will fortify us againft 
thofe fears which fo exceedingly difconcert: 
worldly minds. It is furely wifdom to be 

C c 2 prepared 
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prepared for an e?vent that foonorlate will 
certainly happen : for indeed deatli is the 
only thing we Can be furc of in this unftable 
world J and which is at no great diftance 
from any of us, though uncertain. If wc 
only recolle6l the many inftances of people 
hurried out of the world on a fudden, with- 
out one moment's warning ; not being able 
to utter the fmalleft ejaculation -, at a time 
when they leaft expefted, and probably 
were the mod unprepared : — when we re- 
colleft that we ourfelves are liable to the 
fame fate, we then fee the necellity of 
holding ourfelves hi a ftate of readinefs and 
preparation. Confider how dreadful it is 
to enter upon eternity before we are pre- 
pared; to have our probationary feafon 
clofed before we have applied it to the in- 
tended ufe ; to be fummoned hence before 
we have, by repentance, efcaped the tor- 
ments of the wicked, and, by good works, 
deferved and fecured an inheritance with the 
bleffed. If we purfue the circumftances of 
fudden death a little farther, we (hall find 
them very alarming ; — that it happens to 
thofe who are not only in an unprepared, 
but perhaps in a fmful, polluted ftate. 
When fudden death happens, as it com- 
monly does, to people unprepared, it is a 
great evil, and a grievous judgment of God ; 
becaufe it is a fpeedy downfall into the 

gulph 
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gulph of hell. But if a perfon is prepared 
ana fit to die, it is in efFe6t no death, but 
only an exemption from pain, and a quick 
deliverance rronj. this miferable world;, 
which Gpd,-tJf his mercy, voitchfafea them^ 
upon their piety and innocence: under 
thefe circumftances fudden death is a great 
blelling, becaufe it is a fpeedy entrance upon 
a happy immortality. 

Few in general think of preparing them- 
felves to die, until a fevere illnefs gives them 
warning of their approaching exit, or they 
draw near the decUne of life. But the fal- 
libility of this condu6l plainly appears, 
when it is confidered that they are not cer- 
tain of being in a condition to repent and 
prepare ; — when labouring under a violent 
and fore difeafe, and greatly perplexed in 
the fettlement of worldly aft'airs, how un- 
likely and unfit a time is that for prepara- 
tion ; the frequent interruptions of pain, 
and the vifits of friends, hinder and prevent 
our pious refolutions of repentance, of 
making our peace with God, and fecuring 
an intereft in his favour before we go hence, 
and are no more feen. 

But fuppofing that this lafl illnefs will 
allow leifure for the performance of this 
duty 3 yet they are in. fa6l compelled to it, 
by the feai" of death, or rather by the fear 

of 
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of puniftiment for their negligence and fins.. 
And it is the opinion of many, that a late 
penitence is feldom real. Let us, then, 
lorfake fin while we are able to commit it, 
and repent while we are in health and 
ftrength ; that we may fecm to do it rather 
by choice than compulfion. 

What anxiety and horror muft await the 
dying perfon, ftruggling not only with the 
extreme acute pains which drive the foul 
from the body ; but alfo with the pangs of 
his own confcience. How muft he be 
alarmed when he experiences no benefit by 
diet or phyfic ; that all human fkill is in 
vain ; that, not withftan ding their utmoft 
endeavours, he finds his ftrength almoft 
exhaufted and gone ; and that no quiet or 
relief from exquifite pain can be had, till to 
this world he ftiall be no nlore. The day 
of our death is a folemn and ferious one, and 
efpecially fo to the wicked -, a day of terrors' 
and alarms ; of direful trouble and diftrefs. 
Coniider, therefore, the urgent neceffity of 
preparing for death before this melancholy 
time overtakes you j when the fufferings of 
a body macerated and torn with pain and 
anguilh, when the fight of lamenting friends 
and children, the tears of a tender wife, the 
faint and flattering hopes of recovery, ftiall 
diftraft the mind, and obftru6l your making 
atonement for the errors of paft life. 

Thefe 
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Thefe difafters, Reader, you may fhortly 
experience in your own perfon, and moll 
probably will; unlefs it pleafe God that 
your foul fliall make its exit fuddenly : or 
that you mitigate them, in wifely fortifying 
yourfelf againft the hour of death, by the 
practice ofChriftian philofbphy, and adhere 
to the rules therein contained and delivered 
by our merciful Saviour and Redeemer, 
Armed with fuch wifdom you may look for- 
ward into the eternal world with hope and 
comfort, relying upon the tender mercy of 
God to vouchfafe you an eafy paflage from 
a corruptible to an incorruptible ftate, to 
alleviate the fufferings of the body, or elfe 
to enable you, by his Holy Spirit, to endure 
the pain with patience and fortitude, as 
greatly inferior to the glory that fliall be 
revealed hereafter. 

Laflly, In order to be prepared for death, 
we mutt wean ourfelves as much as may be 
from temporal concerns, and not fuffer 
them to engage our attention more than is 
reafonably neceifary to our abode here. We 
muft chiefly fix our affeftions upon fpiritual 
things, bccaufe, though they are future, 
yet they are cei tain and everlafting. Too 
great an attachment to the bufuiefs and 
pleafures of life, and too eager a purfuit 
after worldly pofleflions and wealth, make 
men dread their departure, and lightly re- 
gard 
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gard the bleffing of heaven : at prefent they 
are eafy and happy, 'but generally forgetful 
of the uncertainty of their condition 5 or if 
they do refleft that they muft ere long take 
an everlafting farewell of all they hold dear, 
they are then overwhelmed with glopminefs 
and horror ; as the fon of Sirach has wifely 
obferved, O death, bitter is the remem- 
brance of thee to the man that is at reft in 
his poffeffions, and has nothing to vex 
him, &c. This is diftrefsful to thofe 
whofe ideas extend not beyond terrene and 
perilhable things. Let not this refie6lion 
difturb our peace in our latter days, but 
rather be mmdful of the words of our 
Saviour, Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. Let us follow 
innocence and uprightnefs in all our a6tions 
and behaviour 5 that fo, by a firm reliance 
on God's gracious promifes, we may meet 
death, not as an enemy, but as a friend 
that will conduft us to a better habita- 
tion, even to the manfions of the faints in 
heaven. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Of the Salification of the heavenly Life. 

OUR fuccefs in obtaining an heavenly 
inheritance, depends upon our pains 
and endeavours during thelc fhort lives, 
which, in comparifon of eternity, are but 
a moment. What folly arid madnefs is it 
then to trifle away our fcanty allowance of 
time wantonly and carelefsly, in the pur- 
fuit of perifhable things, which in a little 
time will ftand us in no flead ? And how 
wrong is it not to treafure up to ourfelves 
fuch things as hereafter we Inall have occa- 
fion for, and which will abide with us for 
ever, and will conduce to our happinefs 
both here and hereafter. 

Though a pofTeffion . in the kingdom of. 
God is offered to all, without exception, by 
our Saviour; yet it is upon condition that 
wc do the will of his Father who is in, 
heaven. The terms of the gofpel, whereby 
we are to be accepted as worthy partakers of 
the promifes or God, are fo gracious and 
eafy, and fo mercifully adapted to the nature 
and frailtv of man, that it is unreafonable 
and vain to expeft that any further allow- 
ance will be made. The divine laws of our 

Dd blefled 
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blcffed Redeemer are plain and clear, and^ 
when faithfully pra^lifed, are productive of 
peace and good- will, and of all the virtues 
wherewith wc muft qualify ourfelves for 
the next life. It is neceffary, if we defire 
to be admitted into the focietv of angels, 
and of tlie fpirits of juft men made psrfeft,: 
that we habituate ourfelves to the praftice 
of thofe virtues whereof the heavenly life 
conlifts. Divine virtues, like other habits 
(whether good or bad) are to be acquired 
by praftice only. Several of the Chriftian 
perfe6lions, as chiefly pertaining to falva- 
tion, are explained in the fecond part of 
this work, and are fet forth as qualifica- 
tions abfolutely neceflary for a Chriftian. 
The promifes of heaven aie conditional; 
if, therefore, we do not conform to and 
fulfil the conditions, we have no claim or 
title at all ; but are difobedient and no 
better than rebels. The greateft prepara- 
tion for heaven is that of frequently com- 
memorating the paflion of our Lord in the 
holy facrament; without which we have no 
pretence to the benefits procured thereby. 
The indifpenfible obligation we are under 
to perform and comply with this precept, I 
have fhewn in the 9th chapter of this book. 

An heavenly inheritance is fo great a 
reward, and fo iiieftimable a treafure, that, 
to fecurc it, we fhould forego all the plea- 
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fures or profits, the honours and poffef. 
fions of the world ; efpecially when they 
ftand in competition with our eteni^ 
intereft. We muft confider oui*felves as 
ilrangers and pilgrims, that have our abode 
here only for a feafon i theirfore we ftiould 
not cultivate in our fouls earthly ideas, but 
heavenly. Godlinefs and piety muft be our 
ftudy and delight ; for without holineis no 
man can fee the Lord. Let the rules and 
precepts of the gofpel be our meditation and 
practice in the prefent life, (o ihall we in 
the next, be deemed fit and worthy to join 
in finging praifes and hallelujahs to God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, for ever 
and ever. 



FINIS. 




